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The Buchan Phoenix acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the Traditional  
Custodians of the land and acknowledges and pays respect to their Elders, past and present. 

Next Buchan Phoenix contributions in by: Monday 1st September 2025 

Buchan Phoenix 
Rising from the ashes… 
Communication for the community by the community 

August 2025 Issue 102 
Produced by Buchan District Outreach Inc.  

trading as Buchan Neighbourhood House A14882S 

 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge,  
Canni Creek, Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra, W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

For the annual Snowy River Sprint 2025, roads from Old 
Buchan CFA to Painted Line Track will be closed to the public 
from 7:00am to 5:30pm on the 13th & 14th of September. 
 

 Here’s the exciting news — 
for the first time ever, Buchan takes centre stage!  

 
 Rally cars will depart from the main street at 8:00am 

on both days. 
 Official lunch breaks & finish will be held right in town 

 A unique chance to see the cars & crews from all 
around Australia. 

 

For more details, please contact info@tarmacrally.com 

 Buchan, Victoria 
 18 stages,  240 kilometres of closed road rallying 

Head to our website to submit your applicaƟon or give us a call 
on 03 9111 9929! 
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A couple of weeks prior to Friday the 27th June 2025, Jart (Peter) Henderson iniƟated a fodder drive in conjuncƟon 
with Heyfield Lion’s Club and their subcommiƩee - Aussie Hay Runners. Ray Akers was the contact for Heyfield Lion’s 
Club. The campaign was directed by Jart, who delegated the GelanƟpy Region to Alfred HackeƩ and the 
Buchan/Murrindal region to Sandra Livingstone. Jart and Royston NeƩleton elected to collect from Orbost and 
surrounds. Ray was the co-ordinator of transport and logisƟcs and allocated the deliveries to Western Victorian 
farmers. 
Friday the 27th June culminated in a massive 14 truckloads (B Double and Semi’s) of mixed hay and silage - and some 
pellets, being delivered in convoy to the desperate farmers of Western Victoria. Drought is widespread around Victoria, 
with our own local district of Omeo and Benambra effected as well.  
There is a thin green line of farms along the East coast of Far East Gippsland that have had decent rains of late. Most 
farmers in our local area were not able to make hay/silage from their dry land farms in the Spring /Summer this past year, 
so the donaƟons that were given by our local farming communiƟes to this fodder drive, were made all the more 
significant. And very much appreciated! 
Jart (Peter) Henderson, his friend Royston NeƩleton, and their families were the major hiƩers in the Orbost region and 
they managed to gather the Lion’s share of the fodder from their local farmers. (12 Loads). 
Alfred HackeƩ gathered fodder from the Sykes and Caithness families...and volunteered the transport with Bayrook’s 
truck. 
Sandra Livingstone had a ring around, and had a wonderful response from Buchan / Murrindal farmers. In total, 57 bales 
landed at Mollys Plains - too many for the B double to receive, so 13 were leŌ and later taken to Benambra by John 
Knowle’s Buchan Towing tray truck. John did not hesitate to volunteer this truck and a driver to get those bales up to 
Benambra. A very big thanks to John! 
Those farmers who could not afford to donate their precious hay, were very generous in donaƟng monies to the Heyfield 
Lion’s Club bank account. In total, Buchan/Murrindal region donated $21,800 plus the 57 Bales fodder. 
James and Wendy Gilmore also volunteered their truck and a half load of hay and the rest with pellets.  

A big shout out goes to  Dawn Conway for donaƟng $10,000. 
I quote Dawn: “I remember the loads of hay pouring into our area during the drought 2016 – 19 and then the bushfire of 
2019 - 20. It was such a relief to see the trucks pull up in our driveway with that glorious hay. I will never forget that 
moment!” 

Another large donaƟon of $5,000 came from  Vicki and MarƟn Hanman. Well done! 
Other families donated $ in various amounts...as much as they were able, which were gratefully accepted.  
A big thanks to : 

 Linette Treasure & David Eagleson  Jamie & Kayla Price  Tim Woodgate 

 Michael Tura  Sandy Family  Rick & Elona Grealy 

 Derek & Stacey Faithful  Dennis & Mary Gilbert 
 

To those families who gave donations of hay and silage, even when they were down to their last few bales.....to those 
families who also donated even though they were buying their own fodder in... thank you ! 

Families: 

 Barry & Geoff Cameron  Matt & Chamaine Leach  Wayne & Juile-ann Mraz 

 Rob & Alex Jenkins  Rick & Leanne Hodge  Ean Free 

 Buchan Station  Hilly and Alisa McCole  Dean and Meagan Phelan.  

 Bill and Sandra Livingstone. 

Brad Cross…. he donated his truck for an arvo to collect around Buchan and run the load out to Mollys Plains 
Thanks to Bill Livingstone for unloading and loading fodder with his tractor and for puƫng up with his wife on the 
phone constantly for a good duraƟon of June. 

Bill Livingstone received a grateful and teary phone call from one of the recipients in Hamilton the evening of 27th June. 
This man was so grateful for the help, it really does make a difference to the morale of our farming communiƟes to get 
support in Ɵmes of need. Thanks to all the Farmers in Orbost region who donated as well.  

I don’t have a list of your names...but thank you all! Thank you Jart and Royston, Alfred and Sandra. 
Contributed by: Sandra Livingstone 

FODDER DRIVE FOR DROUGHT STRICKEN VICTORIAN FARMERS 
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Install RBC’s Resilience RaƟng app on your phone or device. 

The Resilience Project: Help to Strengthen Your Home Against Natural Hazards 
 

Local charity Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund (GERF) has partnered with the Resilient Building Council (RBC) to 
support Gippsland homeowners in assessing and improving their home’s resilience to natural disasters. 
A free workshop held at Buchan Hall on 26 June introduced residents to this valuable program. Although attendance 
was low, the content is too important not to share — especially for those wanting to better protect their homes 
from bushfires, storms, floods and other climate-related events. 
At the heart of the initiative is a free digital self-assessment tool, developed by the RBC, which provides practical and 
tailored recommendations for your home — whether you’re living in an older building, planning a new one, or 
rebuilding after a loss. 
With the increasing frequency and severity of extreme weather events, strengthening your home’s resilience can 
reduce the risk of disaster and provide peace of mind. After completing the self-assessment, households can choose 
to obtain a Resilience Rating Certificate, which may help with insurance, mortgage benefits, and future property 
transactions. 
 

One highlight of the program is the Bushfire Resilience 
Rating App — a world-first, free tool that allows 
Australians to: 

 Measure the bushfire resilience of their home 
using a star-rating system, 

 Receive a customised action plan, 
 Understand their site-specific risk, and 
 Identify practical upgrades to reduce bushfire 

vulnerability. 
Co-designed and trialled by over 1,200 households in 
bushfire-affected regions, actions taken through the 
app led to an average 67% reduction in the likelihood 
of home ignition during a bushfire. 
The app uses the Bushfire House Loss Probability 
Model, combining scientific data, local risk factors, and 
real-life loss information to provide the first-ever 
performance-based bushfire rating for homes. 
The Bushfire Resilience Rating App is available at:  
👉 rating.rbcouncil.org 
 

To support residents using the tool, the Buchan 
Neighbourhood House has also received a copy of the 
Retrofit Handbook, available for loan. This resource 
offers practical guidance to help you take action based 
on your self-assessment results. 
 

Contributor 
Evelyn Schmidt - Buchan Neighbourhood House 
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ARTICLE FROM 
 

NANCY 

LOUSADA’S 

SCRAPBOOK 

1951 
This account of a ride to the “Pyramids” wriƩen by a C.W.A. 
member and was included both for its descripƟon of the 
Murrindal scene and the various points of interest touched 
on by the excursion. Mrs. McRae was immediate past 
President of the Buchan branch, C.W.A.  and one of its Vice-
Presidents. 
 
One perfect day in early spring, Mr. & Mrs. E. McRae of 
Murrindal took me to the “Pyramids”, a land mark famous 
ever since caƩle came from the Monaro to the rich valleys, 
between the Snowy and Buchan Rivers. 

Riding up the hill behind the homestead, where Mrs. 
McRae’s parents seƩled years ago, we entered the bush 
clad foothills, sloping down to river. The road, a dirt 
surfaced, well-graded track following the curve of the hill 
had been built, Mr McRae said, by isolated seƩlers, 12 
years ago, and in perfect condiƟon though not used as 
much now as it was, a credit to its builders. 

The river had swung away from the hillside and we came 
to it again, curving round a preƩy liƩle flat where a 
deserted house stood sturdily, under a big pear tree. Built 
with wide slabs of stringy bark it sƟll looked cheerful and 
some less forlorn than most old homes, with its emerald, 
green door, a gay splash of colour against its red brown 
walls. The liƩle garden gate open and caƩle had trampled 
the once gay flower beds whose Ɵdy outlines were sƟll 
plainly marked.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purple sarsaparilla gleamed in the underbrush, and other 
shrubs, heavy in bud, promised colourful displays in a week or 
two. Blackwoods and waƩles, in infinite variety, bloomed 
early along the river, and yellow robins, magpies, and the 
beauƟful olive green bell birds sang from branches bent by 
festooning clemaƟs. “Soon, “Mr. McRae said, “orchids of 
many kinds would be plenƟful.”  

Suddenly through the trees, the “Pyramids” loomed high 
above us, stark, dark piles towering to the sky. A minute later 
the road curved and they were hidden. ScienƟsts are greatly 
interested in this pyramid formaƟon on the Murrindal River. 
They must be very, very old, and are, geologists say, formed 
by the weathering away of less durable rock and soil during 
many centuries. They are compared to rock stacks, along the 
West Victorian coast near Apollo Bay and Port Campbell, 
formed by the eroding acƟon of sea and weather. They 
reminded me of the “Sisters” of the Grampians. 

Leaving the forest, we came to the clearing where Mrs. 
Whelan, a pioneer woman, sƟll remembered for ungrudging 
service to fellow seƩlers, once lived. The house where the 
Whelan’s lived, has gone now but trees and flowers, which she 
planted, sƟll remain in two great rockeries, and in the old 
garden. A huge plum tree, pearly with bloom, bent above 
grass, starred with daffodils, jonquils, and driŌs of snow drops. 
The old shed and corn crib clustered about the now 
untenanted house, where Mr. & Mrs. E. McRae lived, before 
moving to the homestead at Murrindal. 

From here the scene was magnificent, where a 400 foot cliff 
of rare coloured marble, rising sheer from the river’s further 
bank supports the Pyramids. Below the house the river, 
sweeping in a huge arc, has enclosed a lovely alluvial flat 
where red and white shorthorns grazed. Riding across the flat, 
Mr. McRae pointed out the eastern river bank, sloping 
abruptly down the hills, it is criss-crossed by narrow tracks, 
grass grown but sƟll plainly visible. 

Long ago this flat was an over-night camp for vast mobs of 
caƩle travelling south from the Monaro. It was easy to 
imagine the early morning scene as the caƩle, urged on by 
dogs and drovers, waded through the shallow river and, single 
file, followed the well-defined tracks up the steep bank. It is 
years since caƩle travelled this way, but the tracks sƟll persist. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whelan’s 
Property at 

the Pyramids. 
Elizabeth 

Whelan on 
roof of hut 
nursing a 

baby. 
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NANCY LOUSADA’S 

SCRAPBOOK 
Continued…. 

Crossing the river, we gazed into the opening through 
which a considerable volume of the main stream flows 
underground. The roar of the water was thunderous, it 
appears to fall some distance into a vast cavern, as the 
tumult of falling water had the booming ring which one 
associates with large hollow vessels. Entry here would be 
impossible; though Mr. Don McRae has penetrated under 
the mountain, from the side where the water flows out 
again. He followed the flow of the water for some distance, 
pushing a raŌ, with a light, in front of him, a rocky barrier 
made further progress too difficult and he abandoned the 
aƩempt. 

The slopes of the rocky promontory supporƟng the 
“Pyramids” are massed with a fascinaƟng variety of plant 
life- waƩles of several sorts, kurrajong, eucalypts, Ɵ-tree, 
banksia, the quaintly named “Wat Willow” and many 
others. Beyond the low saddle ridge joining this hill of 
marble to the more conƟnuous hills to the east, we came 
to a large “cave hole”- a frightening depression, where 
subsidence has carried down surface soil and plants for a 
depth of about twenty feet, leaving the rough side walls 
like rocky cliffs. 

We were now in rough, treeless country with, beyond a 
low hill, - the “Slaughterhouse” lagoon where an infamous 
massacre (of Aborigines) once took place. Near the river, a 
red, rocky shaŌ led into the hill- the site of a silver and led 
mine, which is sƟll being worked.  

We were now in rough, treeless country with, beyond a 
low hill, the “Slaughterhouse” lagoon where an infamous 
massacre (of Aborigines) once took place. Near the river, a 
red, rocky shaŌ led into the hill- the site of a silver and led 
mine, which is sƟll being worked. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Again, we crossed the river, but the nature of the surrounding 
terrain changed, very radically and we dismounted to lead the 
horses up a steep slippery slope of red-brown porphyry to the 
track leading back into Shaw’s Gully. 

It was late aŌernoon by now, rather dull, but suddenly the 
whole scene was bright and full of glowing colour from the 
waƩle clad hillside. The waƩle- a variety called Red WaƩle, 
cloaked the farther slope of the gully with a solid sheet of vivid 
colour, so deep and intense, that the air seemed to throb with 
it. 

Returning along the high ridge we saw the underground 
stream come from the opening some feet up the cliff to 
tumble in a series of cascades to the river below. I crossed the 
old track along which so many women had come (some riding, 
some by sled, and more than one coming year aŌer year) to 
stay a while with Mrs. Whelan before going happily 
homewards with the new baby. 

Passing the old garden, we stopped to gather armloads of the 
bright blossoms and fragrant grey-green rosemary- for 
“Remembrance Day.” Just as we arrived at the house, with the 
gay green door, I discovered that we were following a scarcely 
discernible track among the trees. Mrs. McRae told me it was 
their original road to their house at the “Pyramids”. 

“How did you get along here?” I asked’ 

“On horseback each with a baby on the saddle in front of us,” 
was the cheery reply. 

“Supplies,” she added, “mostly came by packhorse.” 

Almost before I realised, we were riding down the slope to the 
homestead at Murrindal, back from an aŌernoon spent 
among natural beauƟes, and happy memories to the cosy 
comfort of a big log fire and fragrant cups of tea. It had been 
a truly enjoyable aŌernoon’s ride! 

 

The Pyramids 
at Murrindal-
Photographer 

Ferguson 
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AGM results for committee are 
as follows: 

 
 Club President - Ean Free 

 Vice President - Rowan Ingram  

 Secretary - Suzie Healy 

 Treasurer - Coran Johnson  
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Book now with 

Buchan Neighbourhood 
House on 0493 070 332,   

Buchan Bush Nursing 
Association 0448 064 760  

or Stephanie Franks on 
0427 777 378 

When you book in you 
will be sent a leaflet with 

further information 
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Bairnsdale Library 

Thursday 21 Aug – 

 

6:30pm – 8:30pm 

Thursday 28 Aug – 

 

6:30pm – 8:30pm 

Meet new 
people, enjoy 
some supper, 

relax and enjoy 
a movie on the 

big screen in the 
company of 

others! 
For specific film informaƟon,  

ask in library 

2025 marks 80 years of the 
Children’s Book Council of 
Australia (CBCA) making this 
Book Week a celebraƟon! 
Come celebrate with us at 
the library and get dressed 
up as your favourite book 
character to enter our dress 
up compeƟƟon! 
Get creaƟve and paint your 
own piggy bank to save for 
your next adventure! 

We will also be awarding the winners of our Write a Story / Draw a Picture compeƟƟon. 
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Male Deveson started Moondarra Blueberries in 1980, located 
in the hills north of the La Trobe Valley. Since 1991, the farm 
has been cerƟfied organic and is known for producing fresh and 
frozen blueberries, as well as blueberry plants for home 
gardens and growers.  
With over 40 years experience, Mal has a deep understanding of what is 
takes to grow healthy, produce blueberry plants. In this talk, held in 
partnership with Organic Agriculture OrganisaƟon. Mal will share pracƟcal 
Ɵps on how to grow and prune blueberries successfully. 
Whether you’re new to growing or looking to improve your harvest, this 
session will offer valuable advice from one of the region’s most 
experienced organic farmers. 
 

Book a One-On-One tech 
help session! 
Book a 30 minute one-on-
one session, where we’ll 
work together to set tech 
goals and help you achieve 
them.  
Support is available for using 
devices, applicaƟons, social 
media and browsers. 
We don’t cover issues related to security, repairs, or purchase 
recommendaƟons. 
Please note, we cannot assist with online banking-related problems for 
privacy reasons. 
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Fading Arts  Crafts  and Traders  Susta inabi l i ty  (FACTS)  program 

- Expression of Interest 
 

Ever wanted to make your own wine? 🍇🍷 
We’re planning to run a hands-on wine making course at the Buchan Hall with a local wine maker Sean Eaton who 
will guide you through the entire process—from crushing grapes/fruit to pouring your first glass! 

🗓 Proposed Start Date: February–March 2026 (Vintage Season) 
In Victoria, the grape/fruit harvest typically begins in late summer to early autumn (Feb–March). This is the perfect 
time to start a wine-making course as it aligns with the local growing season and grape/fruit availability. 
 
What the Course Involves: 
This course will run over approximately 6 months, taking you through the full journey: 

Session 1: Introduction & Equipment (Feb–March) 
🍷 Learn about the process, equipment needed, and hygiene practices.  
We will begin fermentation using locally sourced grapes/fruit. 

Session 2: Transferring to Secondary Vessel (2 weeks later)  
🍷 Clarifying and continuing slow fermentation and aging. 

Session 3: Bottling & Labelling (6 weeks later) 
🍷 Learn bottling techniques and even create a custom label. 

Session 4: Tasting & Celebration (5 months later) 
🍷 We get together to sample the fruits of our labour and share our stories! 
 

A meal will be shared at each session for social connection and just for fun.  Cost of each session $5 
Course Features: 
 🥂 Taught by an experienced local winemaker 🥂 All materials and grapes/fruit provided  
 🥂 Great social experience over time and it’s much easier to make wine as a group. 
 🥂 Ideal for beginners—no experience needed!  🥂 Tasty WINE! 
 

Register Your Interest: 
To help us plan, we’re asking for expressions of interest.  Please contact us via phone, email, or drop into the 

Neighbourhood House or Buchan Bush Nursing Centre by Monday 1st September 2025 
 



Page | 11  
 

   

What’s Brewing at the Buchan Caves Hotel? 
There’s always something happening at your local! 

 
We’re serving up more than just cold beers — we’re 
sharing stories, raising funds, and keeping the heart 
of Buchan pumping.  
 
Check out the latest legends video by Buchan legend 
Jeff McCole now live on our socials (Instagram and 
Facebook) — it’s full of heart, history, and some 
funny yarns.  
 
And don’t miss Sally 
Campbell and Julianne 
Mraz chatting about 
our much-loved Friday 
night raffles — have 
you been to one yet?  
 
There’s something for 
everyone and a whole 
lot of community spirit. 
 

Did you know we’ve been pouring pints since 1882? 
That’s over 140 years of Buchan hospitality. We’re 

proud to honour that legacy — and now we’re adding 
to it with Guinness on tap! 

 
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook 
(@buchancaveshotel) to stay in the loop, meet your 
hosts Coran and Kirstie, and see what’s coming up next 
at the pub that’s always been more than just a pub. 

 

Pop in, raise a glass, and be part of the story. 
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Please contact us for any more informaƟon via email: 

buchanprecisionrifle@gmail.com or Facebook 

 

 B.P.R.C Olight MoonShine PRS22 Qualifier  
SSAA East Gippsland – Buchan Rifle Range 

Saturday, 13th September 2025 
13 stages – 3 under the stars 

 Red headlamps only on the firing line 
(additional torches allowed on firearms) 

 

Proudly sponsored by                                 Australia –  
grab your Oclip Pro Compact LED Clip Light at registration! 

 
https://practiscore.com/b-p-r-c-olight-moonshine-prs22-qualifying-match/register 

REGISTRATIONS: open Monday 11/08/2025 and closes Friday 05/09/2025 

Match Fee’s: (Dinner Included) 
  $100.00 Per Shooter 
  $80.00 For B.P.R.C Members 

Times: 
Sight In: 8:30am 
Sign In: 9:00am 

Match Start: 10:30am 
Dinner Break: 5:30-6:30pm 
Night Stages: 6:30-9:30pm 

 Illuminated reƟcle recommended (not essenƟal) 

Dinner menu (Included in Fee) 
Buchan Beef Burger,  
Chicken Parma,  
Fish & Chips,  
Chicken or Beef Schnitzel with Gravy 
SoŌ Drink or Water 

Lunch is NOT provided 

Match Schedule 
Round Count ~120-140 
Morning: September NRL22 CoF OpƟon2 
AŌernoon: 3 x PRS22 Stages 
Night: 3 x PRS22 MoonShine Stages 

East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority Pop Up at 
the Buchan Neighbourhood House on Thursday 7th August. 
We shared some snacks, informaƟon and ideas talking about 
the proposed upcoming Strategic Plan currently being 
developed by the CMA, visitor access to the Buchan River in 
the township, Weeds including the Box Elder, Blackberries 
and WaƩles, the proposed Discovery Trail and Fishway were 
some of the topics covered. 
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 well as the membership form 
below 

 

 

  

ConstrucƟon works — temporary campground closures 
Visitors to the Buchan Caves Reserve in August and September will conƟnue to enjoy access to the Royal and 
Fairy Caves tours, bush walks and trails, and day picnic spots. 

The reserve’s campground is open for visitors to book overnight stays in the September school holidays.  

In August, we are temporarily closing the campground to keep visitors safe 
during construcƟon works to enable the safe movement of large construcƟon 
machinery. 

We are currently planning for temporary closures and have closed campsite 
bookings from Monday 18 August to Thursday 18 September 2025. We 
apologise for any inconvenience during the works. 

Ongoing repairs  
Works are ongoing on the Visitor Centre and GLaWAC is conƟnuing works on the 
Spring Creek track, the North Arm flood miƟgaƟon and planning construcƟon for 
the Yarning Circle project. 

As we work on improving the park for visitors and future educaƟon and community acƟviƟes, please follow all signs 
to stay safe when visiƟng the Buchan Caves Reserve.   

Temporary Visitor Centre open during works  
Visitors can buy Ɵckets and retail goods at the 
temporary office for reserve acƟviƟes including 
the Royal and Fairy Caves tours. 

Plan your next holiday break 

Book in for a pre-Christmas relax and rewind at 
one of Parks Victoria’s bookable campgrounds 
across East Gippsland.   

Summer break stays are now open for bookings up to 1 March 2026. To find your next camping holiday or mini break 
book online at the Parks Victoria website: hƩps://bookings.parks.vic.gov.au/book   

 

Stay up to date 
Read our Buchan Caves 

Reserve and other recovery 
project updates on the Parks 

Victoria website: 
www.parks.vic.gov.au/projects

/eastern-victoria 

Pictured: Take a guided tour at the Buchan Caves Reserve 
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A community resource you might have forgoƩen about. 

Tucked away in the container at the Buchan Neighbourhood House is a 
hidden gem that’s ready to lend a helping hand—literally! The Buchan 
and District Tool Library is a free, local resource designed to give 
community members access to a wide range of tools without the cost of 
buying or the hassle of storing them. 

A community iniƟaƟve born from recovery. 

The Tool Library came together in the aŌermath of the 2019/2020 
bushfires, built on the generosity of donors, sponsorships, and support 
from GIVIT, a naƟonal not-for-profit that connects people in need with 
those who want to give. It was created as part of the community’s long-
term recovery and resilience-building efforts. 

What’s in the toolbox? 

The collecƟon has grown into an impressive inventory of tools that 
cover everything from home maintenance to garden projects. Some of 
the items available include: 

 Rotary hoe 
 Nail guns (including a stapler/nailer) 
 Circular saw and drop saw 
 Arc welder 
 Post driver and pop rivet tools 
 Heat gun and paint sprayer 
 BaƩery charger, hand auger, wiper snipper 
 Workbench, trolley, steel drill sharpener 
 A wide range of hand tools (spanners, screwdrivers, etc.) 

 
Need something? Just ask—we may have it! 

Easy, Free, and Flexible Borrowing 

There are no fees, no forms, and no fuss. Anyone in the community can 
borrow tools for as long as they need—unless someone else is waiƟng.  

The system is designed to be accessible, friendly, and based on trust. 

Why it maƩers 

The Tool Library is about more than just tools. It’s about sharing 
resources, reducing costs, and supporƟng each other. Whether you’re 
working on a small DIY job or tackling some yard work this service 
makes it easier to get things done. 

A friendly reminder 

While the Tool Library is fully stocked and ready for acƟon, it hasn’t 
been used much lately. This is a friendly nudge to let the community 
know: it’s there, it’s free, and it’s for you. So next Ɵme you’ve got a job 
to do, check with the Buchan Neighbourhood House—because you 
might not need to buy that tool aŌer all. 

Buchan and District Tool 
Library: 

HUGE WATERHOLE 
 

Featured on Victorian Creeks and 
Rivers, Friends of Deep Creek  

 
Snowy River, Buchan, taken from 
Basin Creek Falls. Basin Creek on 
the right, Raymond Creek 
entering Snowy River by Sam 
Sheppard.  
 

 
 
Same spot as above but in flood 
by Garth Gilbert. 
 

 
 
Waterhole in 2019. By Terry Rist. 
This shows how big the 
waterhole is. 
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Expressions of Interest  
 

Purchase and Removal of Buchan Recreation Reserve Pavilion 
5609 Buchan-Orbost Road, Buchan VIC 3885 

 
The Buchan Hall and Recreation Committee of Management is seeking Expressions of Interest (EOI) for the 
purchase and complete removal of the Buchan Recreation Reserve Pavilion. 
The successful applicant will be responsible for: 

 Full removal of the building, 
 Cleaning of the site, and 
 Completion of all works over 4 weeks, during Autumn 2026 (March to May) 
 The purchaser will be responsible for all permits or approvals (if applicable). 

 

Inclusions & Exclusions: 
All fixtures and chattels are 
included in the offer except for the 
following, which will be retained: 
 Water tank 
 Water pump 
 Air conditioners 
 All fridges 
 Solar System 
 Generator 
 
How to Apply: 
Please submit your Expression of 
Interest in writing, including any 
enquiries, to: 
Buchan Hall and Recreation CoM 
📧 buchanhallandrec@gmail.com 
 

EOIs close: Thursday 28th August, 2025, a 10% deposit will be required to secure your application if successful. 
‘Site inspections can be arranged by appointment.’ 

 

Building Dimensions: 

TUESDAY: Aug 26, Sep 9, Sep 23  

9:00-10:00 - Buchan Main Street 
10:30-11:30 - Buchan Neighbourhood House 
1:30-2:30 - W Tree—SIBA 

TUESDAY: Aug 19, Sep 2, Sep 16 

9:00-9:45 - Gelantipy Bush Nurse 
10:30-11:30 - Buchan Neighbourhood House 
12:45-1:30 - Buchan Primary School 

What can you do at this mobile service 
centre? 
 Borrow books, CD’s, DVD’s audio  
books and more 
 Pick up a Council newsletter and  
subscribe 
 Lodge a report or request 
 Pay an account / make electronic payments 
 Make enquiries, collect and lodge application 

forms 
 Register your dog and cats 
 Access and complete surveys 
 Learn about and provide feedback on projects 
 Use a computer with free internet access 
 Have a chat and much more 

Mobile Library Dates 
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I am uncharacteristically lost for words over 
The East Gippsland Shire's decision to stop 
covering the cost of insuring "Crown Assets" 
effective July 1st this year. Because this 
includes The Gelantipy Hall, (my private 
passion) I'm coming up with words like 
"gobsmacked", "disgusted", "furious" and 
"revenge". 
We have been informed, that if "building and 
/or contents insurance is something your 
committee considers necessary, we 
recommend that you begin exploring other 
insurance option...etc etc ra ra ra." Speaking 
only for myself (no time for Committee 
consultation), since it is a total miracle The 
Hall survived the last fires that ran down the 
Gelantipy roadside and into adjoining 
bushland all over the place, with not a single 
firefighter (and certainly no trucks/tankers 
to protect it), I don't see how we can NOT 
have insurance. Affording it is going to be the 
issue. 
We will still get our "Annual Allocation" of 
funds " in the next financial year". Last year 
this was $1,076.10 It didn't cover the cost of 
replacing our Hot Water System when it 
blew up. And the Oh so careful wording of 
that particular sentence makes me wonder if 
they're planning to remove this in the future 
too.  

SAYS 

The first section of The Gelantipy Hall was opened in 1934. I have the minute book of the original Hall Committee Meetings 
where all manner of local luminaries were on the Committee. I am too fired up to get this written for the August Phoenix 
to check on just how much my district contributed in money and time to building this, easily the most significant and 
important public building my side of Buchan.  
As I drove into Lakes the day I learnt of this outrage, I counted five (5) Council cars between the Red Knob and Nowa Nowa. 
Our rates at work. And my rates for the past financial year on 25 acres of the shittiest, rockiest, steepest land in W Tree 
where I have to buy feed regularly in Winter and Summer to maintain my 2 cows - $1,240.22. I believe Council has pulled 
our collective insurance to save $95,000. 
In return I get to take my own rubbish to the Buchan tip and have access to a Bookmobile I rarely use. And hear the 
occasional councillor speak at public occasions. 
And the really, seriously concerning and pathetic part of this whole scenario, is that nothing I can do or say will make the 
slightest bit of difference to our God like elected local representatives. Memories of 38/39 years ago, when so many of us 
(including Dad and me) donated (was it 10%) of our rates to legally oppose the then Tambo Shires' decision to abandon 
their Bruthen office and build that massive edifice on the hill in Lakes. They won, they built something they used briefly, 
(now rented out as office space I think) and then moved onto constructing their massive, expensive Bairnsdale 
Headquarters with a front desk staffed by slick, PR trained persons. 

Donations to pay the insurance on the Gelantipy Hall through the Gelantipy Hall Committee will be gratefully accepted. 
Deborah Woodburn  

I feel VERY strongly about this contribution. If you can possibly fit it in so late in the month I'll be most grateful. 
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For immediate release – Tuesday 29 July   
 
East Gippsland Shire Council is inviƟng community groups and clubs to apply for support through its latest 
round of Community Small Grants, which is open now.  

 Grants of up to $3,000 are available to support community-building acƟviƟes such as governance 
improvements, training and development, community events, promoƟonal materials and small equipment 
purchases.  

Mayor Cr John White said the program provides an important source of support for community groups of all sizes and types 
across the region. “These grants can help clubs and groups get a project off the ground, update their equipment, or 

host an event that brings people together,” John said. “We’ve supported many fantasƟc community iniƟaƟves over the years 
through this program, and I encourage groups to think about what they could achieve with a liƩle extra support.”  

The program is designed to strengthen social connecƟons, improve local faciliƟes, and support inclusion, creaƟvity and 
wellbeing. “Each of these projects has the potenƟal to create ripple effects throughout East Gippsland, improving lives and 
fostering connecƟons,” John said. “The community value-adding aspect of the program means that Council achieves more 
impact for each dollar expended than would be the case for projects delivered without these partnerships.”  

The grants help address both immediate community needs and long-term outcomes, contribuƟng to the resilience and 
sustainability of local communiƟes across the shire.  

“This isn’t just about providing financial support for individual projects – it’s about creaƟng opportuniƟes for the enƟre 
community to thrive,” John said. “We’re supporƟng iniƟaƟves that build capacity and help our communiƟes grow stronger 
together.”  

ApplicaƟons must be submiƩed through SmartyGrants, Council’s online grants system. A step-by-step how-to guide and full 
program guidelines are available on Council’s website. ApplicaƟons close Friday 29 August 2025.  

Council’s larger Community Impact Grants Program, which supports broader-scale projects with long-term community benefit, 
will open in October 2025.  

Media enquiries: Gordon Knight – (03) 5179 5072 CommunicaƟons team – (03) 5153 9500 

Pictured are: Jordan Lee, senior 
classroom teacher, Buchan Rodeo 
president, Aaron McCole, Oliver Sandy, 
one of the school captains and the only 
one in year six, Aidan Johnston, Buchan 
Primary principal, and school council 
president, Sophie Sandy. 
A local donation is to the place 
that’s educating our future, Buchan 
Primary School. The 23 students will 
put our $1000 donation towards 
fitting out their new bike shed, 
which will house 25 bikes.  

Pictured are Buchan Rodeo president, 
Aaron McCole and Nurse Anne Brewer.  
A donation of $3,000 to the Buchan 
Bush Nurse - a place the locals get 
much needed care. 
On Monday the existing defibrillator 
died - but fortunately the funds 
were on hand to buy a new one 
straight away! 
Thanks to our wonderful bush 
nurses for all your work! 
 

President Aaron McCole is pictured with 
trustees, Jack Free and Robert Carney. 
A donation of $1,000 going to the 
local Cemetery Trust.  
They have been on the cemetery 
committee since 1982 and Robert is 
a life member of the rodeo. The 
trustees have agreed to spend the 
money on rejuvenating the entry 
fence.  
A backhoe misjudged the entry 
archway and brought it down last 
year, which they hope to remedy 
soon. 
Jack says the backhoe is needed, as 
you'd 'wear a crowbar out within a 
week' digging at the cemetery! 
There's a fair bit of history there if 
anyone is interested. 
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Buchan Valley Golf Club 
Come and play 18 holes from 11:00am or 9 holes from 

1:00pm every Sunday.  
All welcome 

Enquiries: Figsy 0428 559 305 

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 
MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE at the Buchan  

Neighbourhood House including: Naturopathy, Herbal and 
Homeopathic remedies, Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports 
Therapies, Remedial Massage Therapy, Pre and Post Natal 

and baby massage.   
Available for adults and children of all ages. 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

For further information and bookings please contact  
the Buchan Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  

Place your  
advertisement 

here! 

Advertisements are  

$55 for 12 editions  

or  

$5.50 per edition,  

incl. GST 
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Church Services 

Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates 
Road, Buchan.  
Meets 3rd Saturday of the 
month at 9am until further 
notice.  
For service details contact Mary Wheeler 5155 9330 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church  
Meets 5th Sunday of month at 11:00am.  
For details contact Rhonda Coates - 5155 9373 

East Gippsland Shire Outreach Services 

The mobile bus service provides an opportunity to use the 
library service and engage with their staff on Council 
matters. All community members are welcome. Please see 
the schedule below for when the bus is visiting your 
community. 

What you can do at the mobile service: 
• Borrow books 
• Pick up a Council newsletter 
• Lodge a report or request 
• Pay an account / make electronic payments 
• Make enquiries, collect and lodge application forms 
• Register your dogs and cats 
• Access and complete surveys 
• Learn about and provide feedback on projects 
• Use a computer 
• Have a chat and much more 
 
The next services will be: 
Buchan Neighbourhood House 
Every Tuesday from 10:30am—11:30am 
Buchan Primary School 
Tuesday 19th August  12:45pm—1:30pm 
Tuesday 2nd September  12:45pm—1:30pm 
Tuesday 16th September  12:45pm—1:30pm 
Buchan Main Street 
Tuesday 26th August  9:00am—10:00am 
Tuesday 9th September  9:00am—10:00am 
Tuesday 23rd September  9:00am—10:00am 
Gelantipy (Bush Nurse Centre) 
Tuesday 19th August  9:00am—9:45am 
Tuesday 2nd September  9:00am—9:45am 
Tuesday 16th September  9:00am—9:45am 
W Tree (SIBA) 
Tuesday 26th August 1:30pm—2:30pm 
Tuesday 9th September 1:30pm—2:30pm 
Tuesday 23rd September 1:30pm—2:30pm 

This newsletter is delivered to every household in the  
district (on or around the 15th day of the month) and is 
also available online at buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at 
Buchan Neighbourhood House. All editions are available 
electronically at the State Library online site (Trove). If you 
are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we 
will ensure that a copy is mailed to your address.  
Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee of $18.00 incl. 
GST to anyone outside the district, or contact us with your 
email address and we can send an electronic version for 
free. Dates for submissions will be advertised in each  
edition and we welcome your contributions. Submissions 
closing date for the next edition is Monday 1st September 
2025. We welcome articles and contributions from  
everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, agencies, 
organisations and businesses to send us their information. 
Submissions can be sent to info.buchan@gmail.com or 
drop them into the Neighbourhood House. The Buchan 
Neighbourhood House takes no responsibility for opinions 
expressed by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.  
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and  
advertisements and to edit submissions if necessary.  
All submissions should include the author’s full name, 
address and phone number, but may be anonymous if 
preferred. Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday 
to Thursday from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are 
$55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition including GST.  
Buchan Neighbourhood House contact details: 
6 Centre Road, Buchan, Victoria, 3885 Tel: 03 5155 9216 

Buchan Neighbourhood House is dedicated 
to supporting carers in  

Victoria and offers a warm, secure,  
and welcoming environment.  

 

Monday – Thursday 10:00am-4:30pm 
6 Centre Road, Buchan 

 0493 070 332 
03 5155 9216 

 
Our organisation is Carer Friendly and helps connect 

carers to necessary services. We have strong ties with 
Carers Victoria and participate in their events, 

workshops, and informational opportunities for both 
carers and staff.  


