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Buchan Neighbourhood 

House will be closed to 

the public from Monday 

16th December 2024 and 

will reopen on Monday 

13th January 2025.  

We wish our readers and 

subscribers a peaceful 

and joyous festive  

season, and all the very 

best for the new year. 

The Buchan Community 

Christmas Party is being 

held at the Buchan Valley 

Golf Club on Friday 20th 

December at 5:30pm. 

 

This is a free event and all 

are welcome. 



Buchan Valley Golf Club 
Come and play 18 holes from 

11:00am or 9 holes from 
1:00pm every Sunday.  

All welcome 
Enquiries: Figsy 0428 559 305 

YOGA with Neroli 

At SIBA 

2592 Gelantipy Road 

in the multi-faith temple 

Saturdays 8am 

Cost $10 

 

Please email Neroli to confirm your attendance.  

A minimum of two people is required or  

class will not be held. 

       nerolih3@hotmail.com 

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 
MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE at the Buchan  

Neighbourhood House including: Naturopathy, Herbal and 
Homeopathic remedies, Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports 
Therapies, Remedial Massage Therapy, Pre and Post Natal 

and baby massage.   
Available for adults and children of all ages. 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

For further information and bookings please contact  
the Buchan Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  

silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

Place your advertisement here! 

Advertisements are $55  

for 12 editions or  

$5.50 per edition, incl. GST 





Tammy Woodgate’s Champion Rose 





SUCCESSFUL MAKERS MARKET AT THE BUTTER FACTORY 

A very successful Makers Market, run by the Buchan Heritage Group, was held over the Melbourne Cup weekend in 
the historic Buchan Butter Factory. There were 10 stalls plus a miniature railway as a display, a secondhand book 
stall and Heritage history publications. Most of the stalls were provided by locals. The stalls were set up in the 
Butter Factory over four days. This was made possible due to work having been done on the roof to stop the  
leakage in the building that has prevented any activities in the building for any length of time. The Buchan Heritage 
Group applied for and received a grant of $50,000 from Bushfire Recovery following the devastating fires of 2019 to 
carry out restoration work on the building. A sausage sizzle was held at the Butter Factory on the Saturday.  
The project was the brainchild of Heritage Committee member, Henriette Stoehr, who organised the stallholders 
and also looked after the stalls for those who could not be at the venue to staff their stalls. 

The overall success of the stalls demonstrated the future potential of the Butter Factory for a variety of uses now 
that the leaking problem has been fixed. It is anticipated that the Makers Market will become a fixture on the  
calendar and help to showcase the work of local artists. 

Right: Stalls at the 

Makers Market in the 

Butter Factory on  

Melbourne Cup 

Weekend. 

Left: Elizabeth Benton 

at her soap stall at the 

Makers Market. 

Left: Buchan streetscape showing new 
paths, guttering, tree planting and Electric 

Top left: Buchan Mechanics Hall has had a facelift 

complete with new signage. 

Above: Tree planting in Buchan’s new 

Streetscape 



The Co-ordinator of the Buchan Neighbourhood House commissioned David Swift to paint a mural of the  
Old Buchan Bridge on the side of the shipping container that houses the Buchan Community Tool Library.  

Thank you, David. We think you’ve done a marvellous job! 



HISTORY OF THE BUCHAN FLOWER SHOW  
   1942-2024 

1942—No report found 

1943—No report found 

1944—Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo 
Chronicle-Friday 24 November 

A spectacular flower show was staged at Buchan on  
Saturday when a wonderful collection of flowers was 
exhibited. The show was organised by St. Mary’s Church 
of England. The award for the champion rose went to 
Iden Henham, who received a case of silver spoons  
donated by Mrs J. Armstrong. The award for greatest 
number of entries was won by Mrs. George Mitton. 

In connection with the flower show a Popular Girl  
Contest was conducted a few weeks previously and at 
the dance held on Saturday night the results were  
announced with Miss Heather Mackieson raising 
£34/12/6 followed by Miss Dawn Hodge with £34/2/5.  

1945—Saturday 3 November 

St. Mary’s flower show held at Buchan last Saturday was 
a great success. The champion rose went to Mrs. J. 
Yeates of Bairnsdale, the prize being a case of silver 
spoons. 

A special prize was donated for the best sponge of the 
day between the successful ladies and the successful 
men’s sponge. Mr. Reg Gilmore’s sponge was the winner 
over that entered by Mrs J. Neve. 

The dance at night was well attended. 

1946—Saturday 9 November 

Champion Rose was exhibited by Miss Dorothy Beecher. 

Largest number of entries went to Mrs George Mitton 
with 25. The prize for the greatest number of wins went 
to Mrs Mitton with 19 points. The Sections were  
Flowers, Cookery, Preserves and Needlework. 

1947 

St. Mary’s Church of England flower show this year 
proved to be one of the best yet held. All sections were 
well represented especially the cooking. Stalls were well 
laden with goods and those present had a very enjoyable 
time. 

Champion Rose went to Mrs Jack Dalley with Miss 
Shirley Gilmore second. 

Special prize for the greatest number of entries was won 
by Mrs R. Beecher who also won the greatest number of 
winning entries. A dance was held at night which the 
young people all enjoyed. 

1948—No report found 

 

1949—12 November 

The Buchan Flower Show this year, organised by the  
ladies of the Church of England, was an outstanding  
success. 

Champion Rose was won by Mrs Bill Henham with Mrs 
Doug Mitton second. The Cookery section included  
prizes for scones, biscuits, sponge cake, sponge roll, 
plum pudding, pound cake, fruit pie, butter, hens eggs, 
sponge cake made by a man, scones made by a child, 
preserved fruit, marmalade, lemon butter, jam, and  
pickles. 

NOTE: There is also a report in the Bairnsdale Advertiser 
of another flower show held in April. This was run by the 
Country Women’s Association and held in the Buchan 
Mechanics Hall to raise funds to build infant welfare 
rooms in Buchan. The sections covered Flowers,  
Vegetables, Cookery and Preserves, Children’s Work, 
Needlework and Crafts. 

1950—4 March 
Buchan South Flower Show 

This was a flower show held earlier in the year at Buchan 
South. It appears to have been organised by the C.W.A. 
Mrs G, S. Telfer was president. Mrs Telfer and Mrs  
Lewendon were presented with bouquets by pretty little  
Helen and Merle King. Mrs Telfer officially opened the 
show. 

Later in the afternoon Mrs Telfer presented the main 
trophies, the Martin Cameron trophy for highest  
aggregate of points gained by one competitor,  
comprising a 21 piece tea set, to Miss R. Terrill of 
Bruthen. Greatest number of points gained by a C.W.A. 
member-a silver dish from Myer- also won by Miss  
Terrill. The highest number of points by a Buchan South 
member was won by Mrs A. Ferguson.  

Much interested in the show was Miss Elizabeth Willett, 
herd tester for the Buchan-Nowa Nowa Association. 
Miss Willett, who comes from England, has only been in 
Australia a little more than 3 months. She was very  
impressed with the competition. NOTE: Elizabeth Willett 
married Max Ripper of Timbarra. 

No report found of Flower Show held at Buchan in 1950. 

1951—Twentieth Flower Show 

The spring flower show, organised on behalf of St Mary’s 
Church, at Buchan, has become, over the years, an  
extremely popular event, partaking almost of the nature 
of a district reunion. The twentieth annual show, held on 
Saturday last, proved no exception and was very well 
supported in every way. In his introductory remarks as 
chairman of the function, the vicar, the Rev. B. B.  
Lousada, congratulated all who had worked for the 
show. Cr. Bruce Dalley officially opened the show. During 
the afternoon stalls in various parts of the hall did a brisk 



business. Misses Ann McLarty and Jean McArthur were 
popular with the small fry, who freely patronised their 
“lucky dips,” while Misses Shirley Gilmore (later Shirley 
Waack and June Royzinski conducted a popular soft 
drink and sweets stall. The Handkerchief stall, presided 
over by Mrs Eric Moore, effected a total clearance, as 
did Mrs Strobridge’s produce stall, and the stall stocked 
by the ladies’ guild in charge of Mesdames Frank Moon 
and Mrs Gibson. 

Mrs Eric Woodgate won the most entries and also the 
most number of wins. Champion rose was won by Mrs 
Frank Whitaker. 

At night a very enjoyable dance for which the music was 
donated by Mrs Emily Ramsay and members of her 
Buchan orchestra terminated a most successful day. 

NOTE-This was reported as the Twentieth Flower Show 
which means that it was held every year from 1932. 

There was also a Flower Show held by the Country 
Women’s Association in March at Buchan. Mrs Boy 
Coates won the prize for the champion Dahlia. A dance 
was held in the hall that night. Music was provided by 
Mrs Emily Ramsay and her orchestra. Queenie  
Woodgate won the prize for the most entries beating 
Mrs Georg Mitton by one entry. 

1952 

Twenty-first annual flower show organised in aid of the 
funds of St Mary’s Church at Buchan was held on  
Saturday 1 November. After a week of wet and generally 
depressing weather, the day proved delightfully warm 
and the show itself was an unqualified success in every 
respect. The smooth functioning of the proceedings was 
largely due to the thorough ground work during the past 
months of a very active committee, headed by Mrs W D 
Bryant and with Mrs Jack Dalley as its energetic and  
capable secretary. In all sections there were increased 
numbers of entries. The fact that there they were  
accommodated so that all exhibits were seen to  
advantage was very largely due to Mrs R. Sandy who was 
responsible for the tiered benches. 

Champion rose was won by Mrs W. Stafford and Mrs Ray 
Sandy received the trophy for the competitor making the 
greatest number of entries while Mrs Eric Woodgate 
carried off the coveted award for the largest number of 
entries. 

1953 

Twenty-second annual flower show held Saturday 31 
October. Organisers were worried that the general  
lateness of the season might limit the floral entries but a 
few warm days prior to the Saturday produced some 
fine blooms. 

Champion Rose was won by Mrs Doug Mitton with a Una 
Wallace Rose and Mrs Eric Woodgate won had the most 

entries and the highest number of winning entries. Mrs 
Jack Dalley won the trophy for a rose in full bloom called 
Elite. Some of the school students mentioned as  
receiving awards were : 

Illustrated nursery rhyme, 8 years and under: Bobby 
Denholm 1st, Jim McCole 2nd.  

Pastel scene over 8 years and under 14: Neil Hodge 1st, 
Colin Barnard 2nd. 

Black and White pencil sketch: Neil Hodge 1st, Jill Vize 
2nd. 

Anthology Grade V to VIII: Rosalie Gilmore 1st, Ruth Vize 
2nd. 

Work Book Grade 1- 11: Roslyn Vincent 1st, Ian Johnson 
2nd. 

Nature Study Grade 111-1V: Cheryl Bryant 1st, Jill Vize 
2nd. 

Nature Study Grade V-V111: Judith Mackieson 1st. Ruth 
Vize 2nd. 

Social Studies Grade V-V111: M. Denholm 1st, Ruth Vize 
and Ronald Rogers equal 2nd. 

Boys Handwork Grade V-V111: Ronald Rogers 1st 

Boys Handwork Grade 1-1V: Neil McArthur 1st, F  
Weyman 2nd. 

Girls Handwork Grade V-V111: Leigh Coates (Leigh  
Rogers) 1st, C McArthur 2nd. 

Girls Handwork Grade 1-1V: Roslyn Vincent (Roslyn 
McCole) 1st, Jill Vize (Jill Sandy) 2nd 

1954—Twenty-third annual spring flower show 

Queenie Woodgate, once again, carried off both trophies 
for the greatest number of entries and for the most  
winning entries. The most coveted award of the show is 
always that for the champion rose. Nineteen entries 
were tabled and the final decision went, by a narrow 
margin, to the handsome bloom of Shot Silk entered by 
Mrs W D Bryant. Runner up was a characteristic  
specimen of Ena Harkness shown by Mrs Lucy Lousada. 
The photography section was judged by Eric Moore, A 
new section in the Children’s’ class was an original poem 
written by the children. This was won by Colin Barnard 
about the summer season. The usual dance after the 
show was held in the hall. 

NOTE: All the flower shows were held in the old hall so it 
would have been very crowded and it would have been a 
big effort to clear the hall of all the exhibits and set up 
for the dance at night. The new hall was built at the 
front in 1959 and opened in 1960. The old hall had a 
stage at the south end and a kitchen behind that. The 
Ladies Guild of St Mary’s Church continued to hold the 
Flower Show for several more years before folding.  
           Continued on next page... 



CLARIFICATION of article by Deborah Woodburn 

We have been advised that an article published in last 
month's Phoenix contained unsubstantiated and  
inaccurate information. This article was titled “Deborah 
Woodburn Says” and was submitted by Deborah. 

Part of the article referred to burning of the Dawson 
Range and opposition to this burn by the W Tree  
community. We have since been advised by members of 
the W Tree community that this information is incorrect 
and that most members of the community do not  
oppose burning off on the Dawson Range. 

We would like to remind our readers that opinion  
pieces are written by residents, and reflect the writer's 
own opinions and beliefs. In this case we would like to  
reiterate that we have been notified that most residents 
of W Tree are not opposed to this planned burn.  

See below for a response by some W Tree residents. 

A reminder that the Non-Mains Energy  
Concession provides eligible Victorians with 
a rebate on energy sources like LPG, heating 
oil or embedded network electricity.   
For further information please see:  
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/energy 

continued from page 9…  
It was then taken up by the Hall Committee for a few 
years, then by the Buchan Arts Council to present day 
and held over two days on the Melbourne Cup weekend. 
The Photography Competition became separate in later 
years and held in the Uniting Church until its closure. The 
last two years it has been held in St Mary’s Church but 
still run under the Buchan Arts Council. 

    Contributed by Rhonda Coates 

The W Tree Community would like to respond to an  
incorrect statement in the November Issue of the  
Phoenix.  

The article asserted that the W Tree Community  
opposed fuel reduction burning on the Dawson Range.  

In fact, the person who submitted this article did not 
contact anyone to ask their opinion on this matter.   

After contacting the residents of W Tree, it was agreed 
that prescribed burns are needed to lessen the effect of 
bushfires.  

However, the majority of W Tree residents question the 
current method used in fuel reduction burns, which 
causes forests to become even drier and more  
flammable.  

We believe in the science; scientific studies provide  
evidence for the effects of cool burning. Cool burning is a 
strategy that First Nation people have used for over 60 
thousand years. Slow cool burning occurs on the  
forest floor, reducing the fuel load without destroying 
seeds and nutrients in the soil. It maintains the tree  
canopy that shades and protects the understory and 
keeps forests cooler.  

It also gives our precious wildlife a chance to escape and 
relocate, rather than burn to a crisp, which is what  
happens with the current practices.  

We are also opposed to letting fires burn 100 or more 
hectares before fire authorities act, especially in rugged 
mountain country.  

Large areas of burnt-out forests lead to drier and more 
flammable environments where forest ecosystems are 
destroyed.  

We will endeavour to contact the authorities responsible 
for the burns to discuss the possibility of facilitating cool 
burns in the future for fuel reduction burning.  

Some good sources of scientific/academic studies on the 
effects of cool burning can be found here: 

David Lindenmeyer’s research page at the Australian 
National University 
https://researchportalplus.anu.edu.au/en/persons/david
-lindenmayer 

CSIRO Publishing journal article, “Indigenous cultural 
burning had less impact than wildfire…” by Michelle 
McKemey, et al., August 2021 
www.publish.csiro.au/wf/fulltext/WF20135 

ResearchGate website—search “Usage of cool burning 
as a contributor to bush fire mitigation” by Richard  
Skiba, January 2020 
www.researchgate.net/search/publication 

https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/energy
ttps://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/energy
https://researchportalplus.anu.edu.au/en/persons/david-lindenmayer
https://researchportalplus.anu.edu.au/en/persons/david-lindenmayer
http://www.publish.csiro.au/wf/fulltext/WF20135
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Richard-Skiba?_sg=5qTu0erJ3tLQtgegxAAYerSNXJvvFDZLTDZwVTj-SYsq-2QLxrbnM-sDFccRqxUBuF7IMPQqWplngk0&_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6Il9kaXJlY3QiLCJwYWdlIjoiX2RpcmVjdCJ9fQ
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Richard-Skiba?_sg=5qTu0erJ3tLQtgegxAAYerSNXJvvFDZLTDZwVTj-SYsq-2QLxrbnM-sDFccRqxUBuF7IMPQqWplngk0&_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6Il9kaXJlY3QiLCJwYWdlIjoiX2RpcmVjdCJ9fQ
http://www.researchgate.net/search/publication


Deborah Woodburn says…  
 

 
Buchan Caves Reserve update 

Flood recovery works and park improvements continue 
across the reserve as we head into the busy summer 
season. Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal  
Corporation have done a great job repairing the FJ  
Wilson Walking track so that it can safely re-open to  
visitors. We’ve also replaced picnic tables, built a new 
fence around the wastewater treatment plant and  
installed a new washing machine and dryers.   

To cater for visitors over the peak period, we will have a 
different cave tour schedule, with two guides and larger 
groups as well as a shorter tour in the back of Fairy Cave. 
Check the ‘Buchan Caves Guided Tours’ page on the 
Parks Victoria website for details. 

Camping is free of charge between 1 December 2024 
and 30 June 2025, so that more people can get into  
nature over the summer holidays and beyond. Please 
remember bookings are essential, even though there is 
no charge. The pool is open, so be sure to duck in for a 
dip as the weather warms up! 

 

  
Left and above: The newly repaired FJ Wilson 

Walking Track at the Buchan Caves Reserve 



Church Services 
 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further notice. For service details 
contact Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets  
3rd Sunday of every month at 2.30pm. For details  
contact Rhonda Coates  5155 9373 

East Gippsland Shire  
Outreach Services 

The mobile bus service provides an  
opportunity to use the library service and 
engage with their staff on Council matters. 

All community members are welcome. Please see the  
schedule below for when the bus is visiting your community. 

What you can do at the mobile service: 

• Borrow books 

• Pick up a Council newsletter 

• Lodge a report or request 

• Pay an account / make electronic payments 

• Make enquiries, collect and lodge application forms 

• Register your dogs and cats 

• Access and complete surveys 

• Learn about and provide feedback on projects 

• Use a computer 

• Have a chat and much more 

The next services will be: 

Buchan Neighbourhood House 
Every Tuesday from 10:30am—11:30am from 14/1/2025 

Buchan Primary School 
Tuesday  7th January  12:45pm—1:30pm 
Tuesday  21st January 12:45pm—1:30pm 

Buchan Main Street 
Tuesday 14th January 9:00am—10:00am 
Tuesday  28th January 9:00am—10:00am 

Gelantipy (Bush Nurse Centre) 
Tuesday 7th January  9:00am—9:45am 
Tuesday  21st January 9:00am—9:45am  

W Tree (SIBA) 
Tuesday  14th January 1:30pm—2:30pm 
Tuesday 28th January 1:30pm—2:30pm 

CAVEMAN CASH COW 

SEASON 1 

Get your ticket for your chance to 
win $500* each week for 40 weeks 

Join us live every week for the draw 
Limited numbers are available, so 

act now!! 

Numbers: 1-100 (maximum)  
First Draw: 1st November 2024  

Final draw: 31st July 2025 

Total number of Draws: 40 

Cost: direct deposit of $400 or 3 payments of $135 

Direct Debit BSB 063501 Account No 10522395.  
Enter your name in the reference section 
Cash payment accepted at the Buchan Post Office 
Prize: $500 per week 

Enquiries Susie 0419 486 559 or Chris 0408 825 094 or 
buchanfnc@hotmail.com 

*Term & Conditions apply.  

This newsletter is delivered to every household in the  
district (on or around the 15th day of the month) and is 
also available online at buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at 
Buchan Neighbourhood House. All editions are available 
electronically at the State Library online site (Trove). If you 
are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we 
will ensure that a copy is mailed to your address.  
Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. 
GST to anyone outside the district, or contact us with your 
email address and we can send an electronic version for 
free. Dates for submissions will be advertised in each  
edition and we welcome your contributions. Submissions 
closing date for the next edition is Monday 3rd February 
2025. We welcome articles and contributions from  
everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, agencies, 
organisations and businesses to send us their information. 
Submissions can be sent to info.buchan@gmail.com or 
drop them into the Neighbourhood House. The Buchan 
Neighbourhood House takes no responsibility for opinions 
expressed by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.  
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and  
advertisements and to edit submissions if necessary.  
All submissions should include the author’s full name, 
address and phone number, but may be anonymous if 
preferred. Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday 
to Thursday from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are 
$55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition including GST.  
Buchan Neighbourhood House contact details: 
6 Centre Road, Buchan, Victoria, 3885 Tel: 03 5155 9216 
For general enquiries email  
neighbourhoodhouse@buchan.vic.au 
For enquiries or submissions to the newsletter, email  
info.buchan@gmail.com 

buchan.vic.au

