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Introduction

An open forum was held at the Resource Centre at Buchan on 14 March

1996.

This meeting attracted representation from the majority of community

sectors and groups.
A total of sixteen people attended and were given the opportunity to

brainstorm and pool ideas, all of which have been recorded and included

in this document.

These ideas were compiled into a format which clearly identifies issues

and objectives.

We anticipate that this process facilitates Buchan’s inclusion in the East

Gippsland Shire Council strategy plan.

Because a number of issues fall into several categories they tend to re-
appear throughout the document.

This process has revealed the multifaceted impact of the key local issues.

We trust the East Gippsland Shire Council will acknowledge the strong
community commitment in developing this document by incorporating

our imput to this worthwhile Shire initiative






Natural Resource Management

Goal:

To recognise the strengths of our natural environment while allowing for

economic growth in this area.

Issues:
1. Very little opportunity for local employment.
2 Community has a need to feel that maintenance of the usual safety aspects of

our township surrounds are a priority.

3., Tourism is dependant on the maintenance of a natural environment.
Strategies:

1. Research opportunity to re-open South Buchan Limestone quarry.

2. Re-vegetation programs as well as some control of riverbank willows.

- Noxious weed control on both public and private land.

- Native animal control on roadways.

- Regular mowing program requires extending.

- Roadside trees and tree limbs require ongoing monitoring.
3, Develop and publicise more walking tracks with improved signage.

- Production of an ecotourism brochure.






Tourism

Goal:

To recognise tourism as an important industry in the Buchan district ensuring

its growth and development.

Issues:

L Low water flow in the Snowy river.

2. Local signage to tourist destinations as well as tourist facilities are inadequate.

3. Some of the more isolated roads are suffering from lack of maintenance.

4. Poor qualitj;f of town water supply.

5. Roadside buffer zones around logging coups need to be enlarged.

6. Community pride and tourism image of our area.

7 Tourists require an awareness of code of ethics re: farm gates and fences.

8. Not enough access to wilderness areas.

9. Tourism development is going to require an increase in local attractions to
hold tourists in our area.

Strategies:

1. Assist with ‘lobbying’ relevant bodies to increase flow.

2. Picnic areas and signage are required in many areas, south of New South

Wales border, Willis as an example.
3 Upgrading and improved signage is required on Black Mountain road, Barry
Way and Snowy Junction roads as examples.
4. Regular flushing of water pipes, particularly in tourist season.
- Upgrading of water storage.
5. This is a Department of Conservation and Natural Resources responsibility.
6. Support and develop “heritage” image through Heritage Skills Weekends
- Develop local policy to encourage heritage image in township.
- Limestone crafted town entrance signs.

- Bush skills built picnic shelter.






Tourism cont...

- Develop geology, heritage and history focus through forums / expo.s.
- Participation in Tidy Towns program.
7 A courtesy sign as you enter farm, small individual signs where required.
- Include ‘code of ethics’ on tourist brochures.
8. Extend vehicle and horse riding access to wilderness areas.
9. Encourage small business operation through training and education providers

(Aussie Host training as an example)






Arts, Cultural development, Recreation and Leisure.

Goal:

To provide our community and visitors with adequate facilities to enable

participation in sport, art and leisure activities.

Issues:

1, Totally inadequate facilities exist at both the Resource Centre and the

Recreation Reserve.

2. Need for recreational facility at WTree.
3. Little opportunity locally for visiting arts, theatre, festivals.
Strategies:

1 Ongoing negotiations with East Gippsland Shire Council (E.G.S.C) and
Department of Employment, Education and Training (D.E.E.T) to attract East
Gippsland Shire Council funding combined with a Department of
Employment, Education and Training labour market program to build the
extension to the Resource Centre and the new Recreation Reserve building.
Funding has been sought from E.G.S.C to re-surface and provide adequate

lighting for existing tennis/netball courts.

[§]

Requires some research.

Arts Network East Gippsland and the E.G.S C acknowledge this need by

(US]

funding an Arts Coordinator in Buchan. Ongoing support for this position
required.

- Research funding options for purchase and restoration of ‘Old Butter
Factory’ to use as workshop. art-craft centre. tourist information centre.

trading post, vouth and music centre. Long term pr joct.






Community Needs

Goal:
To support existing community services while identifying and implementing

local programs to meet the gaps in service provision.

Issues:

I Poor quality town water supply, particularly in tourist season.

2, Buchan rubbish tip requires replacing.

3. Development of re-cycle depot for both Buchan and WTree.

4. Resource Centre has outgrown existing premises, - need for Telecentre

development, conference room, art and cultural centre.

5. Inadequate and unsafe building on Recreation Reserve for both sporting and
community activities.

6. Buchan State Emergency Service building is dilapidated and too small to meet
existing needs of this service. Poor location is first place to flood and has no

personal facilities.

7. Both Buchan and Gelantipy public halls have ongoing issues of repairs and
maintenance.

8. Need for town signs depicting ‘Heritage’ image and Buchan culture.

9. Ongoing upgrading of picnic area in town.

10.  Long grass along roadsides in township and lack of footpaths.

11.  Public toilets often not functioning correctly.

12. Buchan township drainage is old and inadequate and in need of considerable
maintenance.

13. Maintenance of vital community services
- Buchan Kindergarten - Bush Nursing Centres at Buchan and Gelantipy
- Family Day Care - Resource Centre
- Adult Day Care - Home Help

- Bookmobile Library - Country Fire Authority






Community Needs cont...

- Red Cross - State Emergency Service

- and all other community service groups

Strategies:

1. Regular flushing of water pipes, particularly in tourist season.

- Upgrading of water storage.

New site location for rubbish tip.

Efficient re-cycle depot required at both Buchan and WTree.

Support plans to extend existing Resource Centre to house Telecentre.
Support the proposed building of a new facility on the Recreation Reserve.

Support the relocation of a new State Emergency Service building.

N o v A W

Ongoing funding is needed to maintain and up-grade both of these public
halls.

8. Support ‘New Work Opportunities’ project to build limestone entrance signs

to Buchan township.
8. Support the ‘New Work Opportunities’ project to build Heritage style picnic

shelter and barbecue area.

10.  Existing mowing program for Buchan requires extending and needs to be more

regular, and footpaths strategically located.

11. Regular maintenance of toilet block is required to reduce malfunctioning.
12. Township drainage requires considerable upgrading.
13. These services are often the minimal supports that allow many of our

community to remain located in Buchan. All of these services must be

maintained and where identified they should be increased upon.






Public meeting 14 March 1996 at Buchan Resource Centre.
- Ideas and suggestions presented for inclusion in

E.G.S.C Strategy Program

Art, Cultural development, Recreation and Leisure
New recreation building needs to be built on recreation oval.
e New extension needs to be built onto the Resource Centre.
e Improved recreational facilities.
e Improved sporting areas such as oval and tennis court.
e Witree needs some recreational facilities.
e Hold an annual arts festival of some description.
e Encourage more cultural visitation to area such as theatre, workshops etc.

*

p Natural Resource Management

e Dangerous trees and limbs of trees removed from roadsides.

e Program regular mowing of roadsides.

e Try to restrict number of animals exiting public land and wandering onto roads.

e Support Friends of Buchan Caves group with their continuing re-vegetation
project.

e Support any groups or individuals who start re-vegetation projects.

e Plan to encourage elimination of noxious weeds on both public and private land.

e Consider viability of re-opening Sth Buchan limestone quarry.

e Up-grade existing walking tracks with better signage, track maintenance and picnic
areas.

e Develop more walking tracks in the area.

e Better publicise walking tracks.

e Produce ‘ecotourism’ brochure that includes all areas of possible interest including
mines, waterfalls, and other geological or cultural interest areas.

3 Transport and Telecommunications

e Support existing telecentre.

e Improve road access to township.

e Improve mobile telephone range to include Buchan to the NSW border.

¢ (Gain some form of public transport to either Bairnsdale or Lakes Entrance.
e Decrease non-safety regulations relating to gaining bus operators licences.






4.

Tourism
Buchan Snowy river junction road needs up-grading and better signage.
Black Mountain road from Buchan to Benambra needs upgrading and better
signage.
Bridge on Buchan-Ensay road needs re-building.
Eliminate sharp bends on Barry Way and up-grade to safely take bus traffic.
Improve town water supply quality.
Improve mobile telephone range to include Buchan to the NSW border.
Improve two way radio network.
Improve television and radio reception.
Plan some walking tracks on the southern side of the NSW border near Willis.
Plan for some picnic areas on the southern side of the NSW border near Willis.
Increase the flow of water down the Snowy river.
Enlarge the buffer zones around logging coups particularly along roadsides.
Develop a regular town mowing program.
Support the Tidy Towns group.
Educate locals and visitors on litter control.
Educate visitors on the importance of gaining permission to enter private land and
adopting the country code of leaving farm gates as found.
Permit vehicle access to wilderness areas.
Permit horse riding in wilderness areas along to be constructed bridle trails.
Improve recreational facilities in town.
Support and publicise Heritage Skills Weekends.
Consider holding Geology Expo in area.
Encourage small business.

Economic Growth, Employment and Business.
Assist and support small business development.
Recognise training programs offered by the Resource Centre.
Encourage specific (eg; farmer) friendly employment programs.
Identify and recognise and support the main employment providers.
Up-date and improve the Parish maps.
Encourage different tourist markets such as backpackers.
Focus more on tourism.
Simplify planning for small business.
Remove unfair dismissal laws.
Improve town and area signage.
Improve and increase town picnic areas.
Introduce democratic council elections.
Allow for local representation on council.
Install signage at ‘black spots’ on the roads.
Improve signage in visitor visitation areas.
Develop new and expand existing art and craft areas.






Community Needs
Improve town water supply.
Support building of new extension to Resource Centre.
Support building of new shed and relocation of SES.
Support building of new recreation centre on recreation ground.
Support SES, CFA and all other community service groups.
Improve and maintain public halls at Buchan, Gelantipy and Sth Buchan.
Maintain regular program of roadside mowing.
Maintain regular maintenance of town toilets.
Organise a re-cycle depot at rubbish tip.
Need very soon for a new Buchan rubbish tip.
Wiree has strong need of rubbish tip.
Consider youth recreation needs.
Support and keep:
Adult education and training
Resource centre (with extension)
Adult day care.
Bush nursing centres at Buchan and Gelantipy.
Family day care
Home help service.






