
Buchan Phoenix 
Rising from the ashes… 
Communication for the community by the community 

October 2023 Issue 82 
Produced by Buchan District Outreach Inc. trading as  
Buchan Neighbourhood House A14882S 

The Buchan Phoenix acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the Traditional 
Custodians of the land and acknowledges and pays respect to their Elders, past and present. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge,  
Canni Creek, Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra, W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

Buchan South Avenue of 
Honour Service 

Saturday 11th November 
2023 

Remembering 104 years 
ago… 

 

10.15  Gather at the Avenue of Honour. 

    Welcome 

 Guest Speakers 

 Placing of Wreaths 

 
10.55  'The Ode' 

           The last Post 

           One Minute Silence 

           Reveille 

 
NATIONAL ANTHEM 

 
MORNING TEA  

(Contributions are welcome) 

 
All Welcome 



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition incl GST 

This newsletter is delivered to every household in the district (on or 

around the 15th day of the month) and is also available online at  

buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House. All  

editions are available electronically at the State Library online site 

(Trove). If you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we 

will ensure that a copy is mailed to your address.  Newsletters can be 

posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST per 12 editions to anyone 

outside the district, or contact us with your email address and we can 

send an electronic version for free. Dates for submissions will be  

advertised in each edition and we welcome your contributions.  

Submissions closing date for the next edition is Monday 6th November 

2023.  We welcome articles and contributions from everyone and  

encourage our local clubs, groups, agencies, organisations and businesses 

to send us their information. Submissions can be sent to  

info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the Neighbourhood House. 

The Buchan Neighbourhood House takes no responsibility for opinions 

expressed by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix. The Editors reserve the 

right to reject articles and advertisements and to edit  submissions if 

necessary. All submissions should include the author’s full name,  

address and phone number, but may be anonymous if preferred.  

Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to Thursday from 

10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per 

edition including GST. 

Buchan Neighbourhood House is 
dedicated to supporting carers in 
Victoria and offers a warm, secure, 
and welcoming environment. Our 
organisation is Carer Friendly and 
helps connect carers to necessary 
services. We have strong ties with 

Carers Victoria and participate in their events, workshops, and 
informational opportunities for both carers and staff. 

BUCHAN MOTEL 

Tel: 5155 9419 

Email: info@buchanmotel.com.au 

Web: buchanmotel.com.au  

Buchan Valley Golf Club 

All welcome — Tee off 11:00am every Sunday 

Enquiries: Figsy  0428 559 305 

buchan.vic.au


 

Buchan & District Local 

Phone Directory 2023 

Available at the BNH,  

General Store and  

Roadhouse 

$4.00 each 





 

WHAT’S ON in & around Buchan 

OCTOBER 

Saturday 14 October  8am—6pm 

Referendum Day 

Vote at Buchan Primary School 

 

Monday 16 October  5:30—7:30pm 

Stress to Strength—It’s up to you 

CFA Buchan, Main Road 

 

Wednesday 25 October   1-3pm 

Colour & Creativity Workshop  

Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 

Saturday 28 October   1 pm 

Floral Art Workshop with Barbara 

Horder 

NOVEMBER 

Saturday 4 November   

11am—5pm 

Buchan Flower & Arts ‘n’ Crafts 

Show, Buchan Hall 

 

Sunday 5 November  10am—

4pm 

Buchan Flower & Arts ‘n’ Crafts 

Show, Buchan Hall  

 

Saturday 4 November — 

Tuesday 7 November   

10am—4pm 

Photography Competition &  

Display, Buchan Hall 

 

 

Saturday 11 November 

Remembrance Day 

 

Sunday 12 November    

1:30—5:30pm 

Gippy Rocks fundraising event 

Buchan Hall 

 

Wednesday 22 November    

1-3pm 

Colour & Creativity Workshop  

Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 

Sunday 26 November 

Great Vic Bike Ride 



Messages from East Gippsland:  

Listening to the Voices of Children and Young People 

54 Reasons together with Uniting Communities for Children and the 

East Gippsland Collective for the Wellbeing of Children and Young 

People are undertaking an exciting new project across the East 

Gippsland region and invite the children and young people in the 

community to be involved. The project is called ‘Messages from East 

Gippsland: Listening to the Voices of Children and Young People’. 

The messages will be delivered to Mayor Cr, Mark Reeves, who will 

provide a response. The messages will also be collated and compiled 

into a publication that will be shared with participating schools and 

communities, and shared with those who use young children’s voices 

and perspectives to inform their policy directions and decisions. 

If you would like to be involved in the project, or have  

further questions, please contact Miriam at  

miram.riverlea@54reasons.org.au or Vanessa at 

vanessa.hammond@54reasons.org.au. The postcards will also be 

available to complete at the upcoming Children’s Week Expo on  

Saturday 21st October. 

Children's Week is a national celebration that recognises the talents, 

skills, achievements and rights of children. It will run from Saturday 

21 October to Sunday 29 October 2023, with thousands of Victorian 

children taking part in the festivities. The theme for Children's Week 

2023 is "Children have the right to relax, play and to take part in 

activities they enjoy" based on Article 31 of the United Nations  

Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Further information about Children’s Week is available at:  

https://www.vic.gov.au/childrens-week 

31st October  – Women of the High Country – Farm Visits 

Starting 9.30am at Jill Hill’s property at Benambra, then  

moving to Dee Commins’s and finishing at Annie Patterson’s 

for lunch. This will be a fantastic day, not only a social event 

but also a day to learn so much. Jill has been doing some  

brilliant things on her property including pasture trails with 

Nicole Frost. Nicole will also join us on the day to discuss her 

findings. Dee and Jill are both in the unique situation of being 

daughters who have come back to farming. 

You MUST RSVP to attend this day as Annie will be  

catering for us at her property Nullamunjie Olives.  

 

You can either contact Emma Orgill or book through this link 

https://events.humanitix.com/women-of-the-high-country-

farm-visit 

https://www.vic.gov.au/childrens-week
https://events.humanitix.com/women-of-the-high-country-farm-visit
https://events.humanitix.com/women-of-the-high-country-farm-visit


CRC Update September 2023 
 

The  generator for the Rec  
Reserve is finally on it’s way.  
I was advised on the 25th   
September that it was  
approximately 4 weeks away, so 
fingers crossed. The vinyl for the 

toilet and shower blocks at Wulgulmerang is on track to 
be laid the week of 23 October. Plans are progressing on 
the toilet amenities and ramp at the Gelantipy Hall. 
 
The final draft for the Buchan Community Renewal Plan 
is expected to be finalised this week.  BG&DRA look  
forward to being able to present this to the community. 
 
Unfortunately, the General Meeting that we held on  
Wednesday 2 August at the Buchan Recreation Reserve 
to enable the Committee to make some changes to the 
Model Rules was unable to go ahead as intended, as we 
did not have enough general members present. We still 
need to make changes to our Model Rules, and we will 
look at scheduling this at another time. 
 
There are conversations between Council and Parks 
about the possibility of installing the RV Dump Point at 

the Caves Reserve. However, there is nothing concrete 
to report. I still have nothing to report on our Play 
Space.  
 
Plans are progressing for the Recreation Reserve  
Redevelopment, and I continue to look for more funding 
for this project.  It is expected that the tender for the 
Netball/Tennis Courts will be out in October.  
 
Our “Colour Ya World” event was held on Sunday 8th  
October at the Rec Reserve and was well supported with 
approximately 200 people attending. The Cricket Club 
provided a sausage sizzle along with Neibos Foods and 
OMG Donuts.  The DJ created a party atmosphere for all 
to enjoy.  The weather was perfect and the event  
enjoyed by all. 
 
I attended a face to face meeting recently with the other  
Community Recovery Committees from across the Shire.  
Some communities are well on their way to completing 
their Communities priorities and winding down. Council 
are now looking at what transitioning will look like for 
our Communities.  We will be talking to our Community 
Groups for their input on what this might look like in the 
near future. 
 



 

Don’t forget to vote this  

Saturday 14th October   

8am—6pm 



Compostable plastics are becoming more common and can 

appear to be an intuitive solution to plastic pollution, but are 

they the best option? 

In order to carry the official “seedling logo”, compostable 

products must be certified, which confirms they’ve undergone 

stringent testing and have met Australian Standards. However 

certification isn't compulsory, and Australia has no mandatory 

standard on biodegradability or degradability.  And to make 

matters even more confusing, products that have been  

officially certified as "compostable" can't be composted in 

your own compost bin at home! 

Without widely available pathways to compost or process 

“compostable plastics” at the end of their lives, it means they 

nearly always end up in landfill. 

Compostable plastics can not only take more than a century to 

break down when buried in landfill, but like food waste, they 

also emit methane, a potent greenhouse gas that contributes 

significantly to global warming. By comparison, conventional 

plastics are inert in landfills. 

Due to their different composition, compostable plastics  

cannot be recycled in with other plastics. Their materials  

have different properties and would contaminate other  

conventional plastics if they were mixed together.  

Unfortunately, compostables often well-meaningly find their 

way into recycling streams, contaminating full batches of  

recycling and condemning them to landfill. 

Sadly, a turtle can choke just as easily on a littered  

compostable plastic bag as a conventional plastic bag. 

The move to a circular economy is about eliminating waste 

and pollution, and that includes greenhouse gas emissions.  

A circular economy aims to keep materials in the productive 

economy and decrease the need for new materials. Any time a 

compostable plastic item is used once – no matter how it is 

disposed of – it is still a single-use plastic. 

Where possible, we should be choosing products and  

packaging that can be reused, which will mean less single-use 

packaging being manufactured and less waste going to landfill 

or litter. 

For further information see: https://www.cleanup.org.au/

compostable-plastics 

 SNAP SEND SOLVE 
 
Being a community legend has never been easier. Spotted an 
issue in your community like graffiti, illegal parking, dumped 
rubbish, trip hazards or abandoned trolleys? Time to get 
Snapping! 
 
Snap Send Solve is the free app that simplifies the reporting 
of community issues in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
We’ve made reporting quick and easy which means when 
you see an issue while you’re out, you can let the  
responsible authority know with only a few taps. Become a 
community legend and download Snap Send Solve today. 
 
Founded in Melbourne in 2013, the free SNAP SEND SOLVE 
app is all about helping keep shared spaces safe, clean and 
great to be in. Every report you send makes a difference. 
Since 2013. 2+ million reports have been Snapped.  
Talk about many hands making light work. 
 
And the great thing is, when you use Snap Send Solve, it 
helps Councils and other authorities get the job done. 
 
Download SNAP SEND SOLVE wherever you get your apps. 
  

Get snapping in 5 easy steps 
 

https://www.cleanup.org.au/compostable-plastics
https://www.cleanup.org.au/compostable-plastics


 

Wi-Fi calling allows you to make or receive a phone call if you 

have a Wi-Fi connection in an area with little or no mobile  

coverage. Wi-Fi calling can be useful when cellular mobile  

network reception is weak or unavailable, such as in rural or  

regional areas. 

In Buchan, the STAND (Strengthening Telecommunications 

Against Natural Disasters) site at the Recreation Ground will 

come into play if the Recreation Centre is being used, in which 

case, emergency Wi-Fi calls can be made from the football oval 

during an emergency. The STAND site provides a back-up  

communications connection using satellite technology during an 

emergency event, providing free full satellite broadband,  

including Wi-Fi and video streaming.  

One of the main advantages of Wi-Fi calling is that it can  

provide better coverage and call quality than a mobile  

network. Since Wi-Fi networks are typically more stable and have 

a stronger signal than mobile networks, calls made over Wi-Fi are 

generally clearer and more reliable. With Wi-Fi calling, you can 

make and receive calls even if you have poor or non-existent  

mobile coverage. 

Additionally, Wi-Fi calling can be valuable during emergencies. In 

the event of a natural disaster or another emergency that knocks 

out the mobile network, Wi-Fi calling can provide a vital means of 

communication for people who need to contact emergency  

services or loved ones. 

Many Australian mobile providers offer Wi-Fi calling to their  

customers. Major providers that offer this service include  

Telstra, Optus, and Vodafone.  

To use Wi-Fi calling, customers must have a compatible device 

and be connected to a Wi-Fi network. Some examples of  

popular smartphone models that offer Wi-Fi calling include the 

iPhone, Samsung Galaxy and Google Pixel range. Still, it is  

essential to note that not all versions or carriers of these 

smartphones may support Wi-Fi calling, so it is best to check with 

the specific device manufacturer and carrier for  

compatibility. Additionally, some smartphones may require the 

user to enable the Wi-Fi calling feature in their device settings to 

use it. 

Another thing to consider is that Wi-Fi calling uses data from your 

internet plan. Although calls made over Wi-Fi will only use a small 

amount of data, they still require an internet  

connection, so it is essential to consider your data usage if you 

are on a limited or capped data home internet plan.  

Overall, Wi-Fi calling helps improve your mobile coverage and call 

quality, saves money on phone bills, and provides an  

alternative means of communication in emergencies. Many  

Australian mobile providers offer this service, and customers with 

a compatible device can easily take advantage of it. 

iPhone 

 To place Wi-Fi calls from your iPhone: 

1. Go to Settings > Phone > Wi-Fi Calling. You may need to enter 

or confirm your address for the emergency services. 

2. If Wi-Fi Calling is available, you’ll see "Wi-Fi" in the status bar 

while viewing Control Centre. Then your calls will use 

Wi-Fi Calling. 

When mobile service is available, your iPhone will use it for  

emergency calls. If you've turned on Wi-Fi Calling and mobile 

service isn't available, emergency calls may use Wi-Fi calling. Your 

device's location may be used to aid response efforts when you 

place an emergency call, regardless of whether you enable  

Location Services. 

Samsung 

Use Wi-Fi to make and receive calls anywhere without having to 

connect to a mobile network. Once you have enabled Wi-Fi  

calling, ensure you are connected to a strong Wi-Fi connection in 

order to call a contact. You can also enable Wi-Fi Calling via your 

Settings > Connections > Wi-Fi Calling.  

1. Swipe down on the screen to access your Quick Settings and 

tap on Wi-Fi Calling to enable 

2. Select “Wi-Fi Calling” for more settings 

3. Choose between Wi-Fi preferred or Mobile network preferred, 

then tap on “Done” 

4. Launch the Phone App icon  

5. Select a contact to call 

6. When Wi-Fi Calling is enabled and a mobile network cannot be 

found you will notice the Wi-Fi calling icon appear above the  

contact you are calling. If a network has been found you will be 

able to view HD icon. 

The information in this article came from:  

https://www.letsbemates.com.au/mate/what-is-wifi-calling/ 

https://www.samsung.com/au/support/mobile-devices/enable-

wi-fi-calling/ 

https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT203032 

 

 

 

https://www.letsbemates.com.au/mate/what-is-wifi-calling/
https://www.samsung.com/au/support/mobile-devices/enable-wi-fi-calling/
https://www.samsung.com/au/support/mobile-devices/enable-wi-fi-calling/
https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT203032


 



Church Services 
 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road,  
Buchan. Meets 3rd Saturday of the month 
at 9am until further notice.  
For service details contact  
Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets  
3rd Sunday of every month at 2.30pm. For details contact 
Rhonda Coates  5155 9373 

East Gippsland Shire Outreach Services 

The Shire has expanded its mobile bus  
service, with two buses visiting  
communities on "East" and "West" 
routes. The bus will stop at existing and 
new locations. 

A rolling schedule (subject to change) is regularly updated 
and available on the Shire website, Facebook page, and at 
customer service centres - or ask at the bus. 

The Shire’s mobile bus service provides an opportunity to 
engage with Shire staff about Council matters, as well as use 
the library service.  All community members are welcome. 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at the 
Buchan Neighbourhood House.  

The next services will be: 
 

Buchan Neighbourhood House 

Tuesday 17 October, 10-11.30am 
Tuesday 24 October, 3-4pm  
Tuesday 31 October, 10-11.30am  
Tuesday 14 November, 10.30-11.30am 

Buchan Primary School 

Tuesday 17 October 9-10am 
Tuesday 31 October 9-10am  
Tuesday 14 November, 9-10am 

Buchan South 

Tuesday 24 October, 10.30-11.30am 

Gelantipy 

Tuesday 17 October, 1.30-2.30pm 

W Tree 

Tuesday 24 October, 1.30-2.30pm 
Tuesday 21 November, 1.30-2.30pm 

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

Tuesday 7th November 2023 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

COACHING POSITIONS  

VACANT  
FOR 2024 SEASON 

Junior Football 
U/12's Netball  
U/17's Netball 

    B Grade Netball  
     A Grade Netball  

Please submit expressions of interest  
in writing to:  

Adele Gardiner, PO Box 35 Buchan  
or via email buchanfnc@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING EVENT 

Sunday 12th November 2023 

Dance the afternoon away with music 

by ACDJ at the Buchan Hall  

$10pp 

1:30pm—5:30pm 


