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The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

Every dollar raised through our  

Australia's Biggest Morning Tea helps 

fund Cancer Council's life-saving  

research, prevention, support  

programs, and information.  

Every cuppa makes a difference: 

$150 provides two people recently 

diagnosed with cancer with one-on-

one support, connecting them to a 

trained Cancer Connect volunteer. 

$500 helps provide training to leaders 

of cancer support groups where  

people can meet and share their  

experiences in an emotionally  

supportive environment. $1000 pays 

for an analysis of two gene samples 

for a research project.  



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition incl GST 

This newsletter is delivered to every household in the district (on or 
around the 15th day of the month) and is also available online at  
buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House. All  
editions are available electronically at the State Library online site 
(Trove). If you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we 
will ensure that a copy is mailed to your address.  Newsletters can be 
posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST per 12 editions to anyone 
outside the district, or contact us with your email address and we can 
send an electronic version for free. Dates for submissions will be  
advertised in each edition and we welcome your contributions.  
Submissions closing date for the next edition is Monday 5th June 2023.   
We welcome articles and contributions from everyone and encourage our 
local clubs, groups, agencies, organisations and businesses to send us 
their information. Submissions can be sent to info.buchan@gmail.com or 
drop them into the Neighbourhood House. The Buchan Neighbourhood 
House takes no responsibility for opinions expressed by contributors to 
the Buchan Phoenix.  The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and 
advertisements and to edit  submissions if necessary. All submissions 
should include the author’s full name, address and phone number, but 
may be anonymous if preferred. Buchan Neighbourhood House is open 
Monday to Thursday from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are $55 
for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition including GST. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of  
Black Mountain, Buchan, Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers 
Ridge, Canni Creek, Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, 
Suggan Buggan, Timbarra, W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

Buchan Neighbourhood House is dedicated to  
supporting carers in Victoria and offers a warm,  
secure, and welcoming environment. Our  
organisation is Carer Friendly and helps connect 

carers to necessary services. We have strong ties with Carers Victoria 
and participate in their events, workshops, and informational  
opportunities for both carers and staff. 

BUCHAN MOTEL 
Tel: 5155 9419 
Email: info@buchanmotel.com.au 
Web: buchanmotel.com.au  





CRC Update — May 2023 

We kicked April off with a very  

successful AGM held at the Buchan 

Valley Golf Club.  Thank you to  

Hamish and the team for putting on 

a fabulous meal and afternoon of 

games and entertainment. 

Anne Brewer has stepped down as Secretary, we would like to 

thank Anne for all the work she has done for the Association 

over the last three years. Whilst Anne has stepped down from 

the Executive she will be remaining on the Committee. 

Suzanne Davies and Margie McCole have joined the  

Committee along with our new Secretary, Susan Freeman.  

Welcome to you all. 

Gelantipy Hall held a concert on Saturday with the Raven and 

the Dove who sang “Songs from the Valley” which was well 

attended. Thank you to Deb Woodburn and her team for  

organising the event. Thanks also go to East Gippsland Shire 

and Emergency Recovery Victoria for funding the event. 

The Project Reference Group for the Buchan Recreation  

Reserve Redevelopment Group continues to work on the  

concept plan. The designer has now met with all of the user 

groups in a one-on-one situation to get a better feel for the 

needs of each of these groups. 

We finally have some good news for our community, we have 

received funding from DEECA to do some work on the Buchan 

and Gelantipy Halls and we have also received our funding 

from the Local Economic Recovery Grant that we received in 

2020.   

As you know recent re-stumping works at the Buchan Hall 

unearthed many problems, some of which need to be fixed 

before we can proceed with the new kitchen.  DEECA have 

provided funding for the drainage, plumbing and building 

works needed for the Buchan Hall. Work is expected to start 

in the next couple of weeks.  The deposit for the kitchen has 

now been paid, so it’s on its way. 

The Gelantipy Hall will be getting a new roof by the end of the 

financial year, this will mean that the much needed work on 

the ramp and toilets can commence. 

The Wulgumerang Recreation Reserve vinyl flooring is  

expected to be laid in mid-June. 

The Buchan Recreation Reserve generator is about 6 weeks 

away. 

We are still at a stalemate with Council on locations for the 

play space and the dump point. 

The CRC has been advised that the streetscape design plans 

are expected to be available in the next couple of weeks. 

Council visited Buchan on 2 May to discuss / talk to the  

community regarding its Housing Settlement Strategy. As you 

know they visited in February to discuss the Rural Land Use 

Strategy, those that attended found it a really good session. 

The CRC provided feedback on the proposal. Unfortunately 

there hasn’t been a lot of notice for the consultation on the 

Housing Settlement Strategy. 







 

 

 

Buchan Caves Reserve update 
The pool was a popular destination for locals and visitors over 
the Easter school holiday period, with many taking the plunge 
into the cool waters. Normally the pool would close at the end 
of the holidays, but for now there is no set closing date. Staff 
will regularly assess how often it is being used to determine a 
suitable date. As part of meeting health regulations, staff will 
periodically empty and clean the pool outside of opening 
hours.  

 
Parks Victoria’s Junior Ranger Program is a free, fun, and  

informative way to engage kids with nature. During the recent 

school holidays, Junior Rangers conducted their own water 

quality testing by discovering what kinds of mini beasts live in 

Spring Creek. They sampled the water and learned that what 

they find tells us plenty about the health of the creek. Dipping 

nets, magnifying glasses and bug identification sheets were 

some of the tools used down at the creek to explore this  

precious waterway. There were seven Junior Ranger activities 

offered at the Caves over the Easter holidays, all spots were 

filled, and staff are happy to deliver this value-added program 

to local and visitors!  

In the first week of May, a Youth Community Day was held at 

the Reserve in collaboration with Gippsland Youth, Bairnsdale 

Headspace, and Gellen. The event was held to encourage local 

young people aged 12-18 years to get outdoors and learn 

about our parks and reserves. The day commenced with  

learning orienteering skills during an Amazing Race style 

event, followed by basket weaving and games. The day ended 

with a tour of the caves. Lots of fun was had. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The autumn finery of the Reserve’s trees makes it a beautiful 

time to visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The autumn change isn’t the only splash of recent colour.  

A lick of paint has refreshed the retaining walls along the road 

into the Reserve.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Junior Rangers exploring the Reserve’s waterways 

Weekly cleaning removes algal growth on pool surfaces 

Cath Thomas leads basket weaving and game activities 







Interested in helping with the East Gippsland Seed Library? 
  
Bairnsdale Library is seeking volunteers to assist with the packing 
of seeds for our Seed Library. 
If you enjoy gardening and/or working with seeds, this may be the 
perfect opportunity for you to meet with like-minded people and 
help the community continue to grow produce from their own 
homes! 
We will be meeting every second Friday of the month at Bairnsdale 
Library to package and label seeds for the Seed Library. 
The next volunteering dates are 1.00 pm – 3.00 pm on: 
 
Friday 9 June & Friday 14 July 
 
Phone 5152 4225 if you are interested in volunteering. 

Mingle is in BAIRNSDALE on WEDNESDAY 7 JUNE 2023 

From 10.00am - 12.30pm at Bairnsdale RSL 
2 Forge Creek Rd 

Join Carers Victoria and other local carer support services 
at the Mingle 2023. 

Share your voice and delight in the soulful  

performance of popular singer and songwriter,  

Michelle Parsons, while enjoying a delicious High Tea. 

You’ll have the opportunity to learn about carer services 

in your local area, reconnect with other carers and focus 

on your wellbeing. 

Mingles are a FREE event for unpaid family and friend  

carers. 

Please RSVP by Wednesday 24th May 

RSVP Places are strictly limited. To secure your place  
register online www.carersvictoria.org.au/mingle2023 or  
phone 1800 514 845 (option 2) 

Wellington &  
East Gippsland Learn Local 

featuring on REG FM 

 

“Let’s talk about...study, work & life” – brought to you by  
Wellington & East Gippsland Learn Locals 

Wellington/East Gippsland Learn Locals - Paynesville  
Community Centre, Orbost Education Centre, Heyfield  
Community Resource Centre and Buchan Neighbourhood House - 
have come together to present a monthly radio  
program over the next 12 months presenting community  
content that links to our pre-accredited courses offered  
throughout East Gippsland and Wellington. 

Christine Brooks, the W/EGLLs Project Officer said,  
“We anticipate that the information will be a community  
information resource at the same time steering community to  
W/EGLL programs and resources.” 

Starting on 9th May at 10.30 am with the first topic to be  
covered being “Money Matters part one” and then on 13th June 
“Money Matters part two”.  Other topics over the 12 months will 
include “All things digital” and “Get ready for work”. 

The May program links to the Financial Wellbeing for Women 
course starting in Buchan on Monday 15th May at the  
Neighbourhood House. 

The audio from each of our programs will be featured as a podcast 
on the Gippsland Learn Local website 
www.gippslandlearnlocal.community  and our social media  
networks. 

REG FM is now available to everyone via their live streaming on 
the internet and further information about the station can be 
found at https://www.regfm.com.au/ 

http://www.carersvictoria.org.au/mingle2023
https://www.regfm.com.au/


For further information, see: https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/more/introducing-fairer-fares-for-regional-victorians/ 

After a jam-packed festival 

in 2022 with over 100 

events across East  

Gippsland, the 2023  

festival has been extended 

to a full month-long program and will kick-off on the King’s  

birthday long weekend and run through to the end of the  

Victorian School Holidays. 

The third annual East Gippsland Winter Festival will be a 

month-long celebration of regional art, food, culture, and  

nature. 

Expect beautiful hand-made lanterns, projection art that  

augments reality, live music in unexpected places, wellness 

experiences overlooking lakes, long lunches, winter feasts in 

spectacular locations, creative hands-on workshops, on-foot 

high country adventures and a rail-trail ride with food truck 

pit stops leading to a brewery destination. 

Winter won't be grey in East Gippsland - the EGWF will light 

up the region with a program of festivities that will warm the 

soul, all under a sky full of bright stars. 

9 June to 9 July. Pop it in your calendar now! 

For more information, see: egwinterfest.com.au 

egwinterfest.com.au


Church Services 
 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further notice. For service details  
contact Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets  
3rd Sunday of every month at 2.30pm.  Next service is Sunday 
23rd April. For details contact Rhonda Coates  5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at 
the Neighbourhood House.  

Mobile Library bus days are held fortnightly on a  
Tuesday. 

 

Pending changes to the Shire’s schedule, the next  

services are anticipated to be on: 

Tuesday 16th May 2023 

Tuesday 30th May 2023 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 am 

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

Tuesday 6th June 2023 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

The OAA provides monthly 
opportunities to learn 
more and share knowledge 
about a variety of topics on  
organic food production, 
gardening, and other related subjects. These fun and  
informative sessions are organised for the first Thursday of 
each month, 1.00 to nominally 2.30pm at the Organic Centre, 
14 McKean Street, Bairnsdale. 

For further information, email: organics@oaa.org.au or 
phone/text: 0429 889 479 or see our website: oaa.org.au 

Please consider wearing a face mask, particularly when  
indoors.  

OAA Meetings:  Meetings are generally taking place on the 
1st Thursday of each month at 7.30pm on the Zoom platform.  
Anyone wishing to join in or contribute, please request a link 
by contacting  organics@oaa.org.au  or phone/text:  
0429 889 479. 

BUCHAN HERITAGE TOUR TO  

MOSCOW VILLA 

Please note that the Buchan  

Heritage Group tour to Moscow Villa 

has been postponed until later in the year. For any  

enquiries, please contact Rhonda Coates on 0427 170 714 

There is, however, an historical talk about Moscow Villa at 

Bairnsdale Library on Thursday 18 May. Please see below: 


