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The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, 
Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek,  
Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra,  
W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

On a glorious Thursday in November a group of about 50 

people from the Australian Native Plants Society of East 

Gippsland (ANPSEG) and the Lakes Entrance Garden Club 

(LEGC) took a trip to visit a garden in Buchan.  

Mary and Dennis Gilbert had generously invited us to their 

property in Buchan, which had been severely impacted by 

the 2019/2020 bushfires. Their property was devastated.  

 

They lost their home and their gardens along with their 

Farmhouse Accommodation business, numerous farm  

shedding, fences, cattle yards and some livestock and pets.  

The Gilbert’s predicament became known to the Bushfire 

Recovery Program (BFR) which is an initiative run by both the 

ANPSEG and LEGC. The aim of BFR is to assist people to  

re-establish their gardens after the devastation of the  

bushfires. This is done by offering free native plants along 

with advice as to where and how the plants will grow to their 

best.  

Over the last three years over 8000 plants have been  

donated to the bushfire victims in the East Gippsland region. 

Ann and Stan Barker from BFR, with a group of helpers have 

distributed plants to places such as Mallacoota, Buchan, 

Sarsfield, Clifton Creek and Goongerah. Mary and Dennis 

were among those to receive plants from this group. As a 

result, Ann and Stan kept in contact with the Gilberts and 

watched the progress of the new and developing garden  

being built by Mary and Dennis.  

It was, then, with great anticipation that our groups headed 

to see the result of all the hard work that had gone into the 

rebuilding of the fire damaged property.  

After a short talk from Mary and Dennis explaining some of 

their experiences on the dreadful night of the fire and their 

subsequent efforts to rebuild, we were keen to wander 

around. We were not disappointed. The garden is full of  

colour. There are winding paths through masses of flowers 

and       (continued on page 3…) 

Garden Visit by Australian Native Plants Society of East Gippsland (ANPSEG)  

and the Lakes Entrance Garden Club (LEGC)  

 

 



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition incl GST 

This newsletter is delivered to every household in the 
district (on or around the 15th day of the month) and is 
also available online at buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at 
Buchan Neighbourhood House. All editions are available 
electronically at the State Library online site (Trove). If 
you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us 
and we will ensure that a copy is mailed to your  
address.  Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee of 
$16.50 incl. GST per 12 editions to anyone outside the 
district, or contact us with your email address and we 
can send an electronic version for free. Dates for  
submissions will be advertised in each edition and we 
welcome your contributions. Submissions closing date 
for the next edition is Thursday 2nd February 2023.   
We welcome articles and contributions from everyone 
and encourage our local clubs, groups, agencies  
organisations and businesses to  send us their  
information. Submissions can be sent to  
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the  
Neighbourhood House. The Buchan Neighbourhood 
House takes no responsibility for opinions expressed by 
contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.  The Editors  
reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements 
and to edit  submissions if necessary. All submissions 
should include the author’s full name, address and 
phone number, but may be anonymous if preferred. 
Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to 
Thursday from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are 
$55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition including GST. 

 
Merry Christmas to all our  

customers and friends 

Thank you for your ongoing 
support 

from Jayne and the team  
at the  

Buchan Valley Roadhouse 



Continued from page 1  

shrubs, some native some exotics.  

Mary’s creative talent is evident everywhere. Burnt stumps 

forming a centre piece of a garden bed, a hollowed-out stump 

amassed with flowers and the odd piece of quirky art created 

from fire damaged remnants. There are spots to sit and reflect 

taking in the wonderful landscape that shows few signs of the 

night of the fire. A productive vegetable garden and a variety 

of fruiting trees have also been established. A general feeling 

of peace, abounds.  

One of the most prevailing memories of the garden visit was 

the strength, both physical and mental shown by Mary and 

Dennis in re-establishing such a beautiful environment. Such a 

bright and happy looking garden after such a disaster.  

It was nice to know that some of the plants from BFR had 

formed part of the new garden. Both ANPSEG and LEGC hope 

Mary and Dennis are kind enough to allow us to visit again to 

watch the continuing progress of the developing garden.  

Contributed by: Gill Jarvis, Secretary  

Australian Native Plants Society East Gippsland. ANPSEG.  

Buchan South Avenue of Honour  

 

Notice is given of a PUBLIC MEETING to be held at Buchan 

Neighbourhood House on Friday 17th February 2023           

commencing at 6.30 pm. 

The purpose of the meeting is to nominate no less than three 

(3) or more than nine (9) persons as the Committee of       

Management for the Buchan South Avenue of Honour for a 

term of three years.  The current Committee’s term will expire 

on 31 March 2023.  All positions will be declared open and 

nominations will be accepted prior to or on the night.   

Nominations from women, Aboriginal people, people with             

disabilities, young people and people from culturally diverse 

backgrounds are encouraged. 

Further information, nomination forms and nominee             

declaration forms may be obtained by contacting your local 

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning office 

or at the meeting.  For further enquiries please contact the 

Secretary, Evelyn Schmidt on 0427 586 038. 











 

Parks Victoria and  

Gunaikurnai Land and Water Council Update 

Buchan Caves Reserve 

A temporary fix has been made on the Quanamaroo Cultural 
Trail to help divert water away from the path. This will help 
keep visitors heading for their cave tours on the cultural trail, 
rather than along the road or in their cars. All 7km of Kanooka 
Track and Granite Pools track were sprayed for weeds and a 
contract arborist commenced annual tree maintenance within 
the reserve.  
 

 
East Gippsland Tree Services carrying out annual tree  

maintenance  
 
Buchan Caves Reserve Junior Ranger program will offer 15 
activity sessions over the school holidays. Summer program 
bookings will open on 14 December at 9am. Remember, to 
book a JR activity you must create a profile. It’s easy and user 
friendly, so be sure to do this before bookings go live. The  
Junior Ranger website is www.juniorrangers.com.au   

 

Snowy River National Park  

Weeds are thriving after the heavy spring rainfall. The  
following areas have undergone pest plant control: 
*  Potholes Cave Reserve - treated for blackberry, St. John’s 
wort & invasive black wattle  
*  Wilsons Cave Reserve - treated for blackberry. 
*  Suggan Buggan Town Reserve - treated for Chilean Needle 
Grass. 
*  Timbarra Nature Conservation Reserve - treated for  
blackberry 
*  DELWP have commenced roadside spraying as a follow-up 
to roadside mulching. So far Balley Hooley Road and Basin 
Creek Road have been treated  
 

 
Roadside spraying at Balley Hooley – treating thistles and  

fleabane above 
 
Prior to European settlement, Lilly Pilly Cave was a significant 
roosting cave for bats. Tourism development around 1910 saw 
a solid steel door installed to protect the area from vandalism. 
Unfortunately, this meant the resident Horseshoe and Bent 
Wing bats had difficulty accessing the cave. Rangers recently 
modified the original door to make it more bat-friendly, to let 
bats in but too small for people to enter.  
 

 
Bat-friendly door modification at Lilly Pilly Cave 

 
Basin Creek Falls is a picturesque short walk and staff have 
commenced the planning and approvals process to improve 
the track. A set of new stairs is planned, and local staff will 
gravel the track to make it less slippery after the recent wet 
weather. 
 

https://juniorrangers.com.au/registration/
https://juniorrangers.com.au/registration/
http://www.juniorrangers.com.au


To save a picture of what is currently on your screen is known 

as a screenshot. This can be a useful way of capturing an 

image of something wonderful you’ve found on the internet, 

keeping a history of a conversation or recording something 

you may need help with. 

As with most functions in Windows there are at least three 

different ways of doing the same thing and this is no 

exception. You can start the ‘Snip & Sketch’ app from your 

Start Menu, use the keyboard shortcut for the ‘Snipping Tool’ 

Windows key + SHIFT + S or if you can find it there is a ‘Print 

Screen’ key on the top left of the keyboard (often abbreviated 

to Prt Scrn). 

Whichever method you choose to use, your screenshot will 

end up on the computer’s clipboard ready to be pasted into a 

document or an app.  

Using the keyboard hold  + 

SHIFT then tap S, click and 

drag across the area of screen 

you wish to copy. A notice will 

appear in the bottom left of the 

screen giving you the 

opportunity to adjust the image 

with ‘Snip & Sketch’, just click 

on the notice to begin. 

If you’d rather use the image in another app (like email, Paint 

3D or Word) just open that app and use the ‘Paste’ function 

(keyboard shortcut CTRL + V). 

Most mobile phones and tablets also have this function; what 

buttons you press to activate it vary from device to device. 

ANDROID - Press the Power and Volume down buttons at the 

same time or if that doesn’t work, press and hold the Power 

button for a few seconds. Then tap Screenshot. 

iPHONE - Press the Side button and the Volume up button at 

the same time. Quickly release both buttons. 

After the screenshot is taken it is automatically saved in your 

photo album. 

If all else fails, get a different phone and use the camera to 

take a photo of your screen. 

  

   

 

    Contributed by Lachlan Knowles 

 

Screenshot 
 

To email or share a screenshot, 

tap Share  
  

To modify a screenshot, tap 

Edit  
  

 
Basin Creek Falls 

 
Parks Victoria has completed its aerial shooting program in 
the Snowy River area for 2022, primarily targeting deer and 
feral pigs. The next programs will be 27-31 March and 3-7 
April 2023. More information can be found  at 
www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/snowy-river-
national-park  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willis Loop Track is scheduled to have road repairs as part of 

flood recovery funding. 

Additional portable toilets will be installed at Balley Hooley 

Camping Area to cope with the expected busy summer  

season. PV has engaged a contractor to prepare permits for 

the reconstruction of toilets and upgrade of the campground 

and facilities for construction in the new year. 

http://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/snowy-river-national-park
http://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/snowy-river-national-park


Our Garden Visitors  

The weather couldn’t have been better to enjoy a few garden 

visitors…. a beautifully sunny, temperate day and NO wind!  

A chance conversation with a member of the ANPS EG lead to 

a most enjoyable visit recently to our garden by over fifty 

members of the Lakes Entrance Garden & Native Plants  

Society Group and the East Gippsland Native Plants’ Society, 

Bairnsdale.  

Yes, 50+ like-minded garden enthusiasts made the excursion 

and we thoroughly enjoyed their visit.  

In the early months of 2020, following the Black Summer 

bushfire event Dennis and I, having lost our well-established 

home ‘veggie and floral’ gardens to the catastrophe, were 

very appreciative of the many kind and generous donations 

of plants from various garden clubs throughout Victoria to 

the fire-affected for their garden renewal. As well, local and 

not-so-local, Hardware stores made donations of garden 

tools and the like.  

One such gardening club group were the local Australian  

Native Plant Society. We were invited to Anne and Stan  

Barker’s home to choose some native plants and it was a very 

pleasant occasion. Not only were we able to choose the 

plants but Anne and Stan most kindly offered to take care of 

our selection until we were ready to plant them. Eight 

months later, after other recovery commitments on our farm 

were seen to, we were finally able to think about ‘the  

gardens’.  

It was a cold, blustery and wet day in late October 2020, 

when Anne and Stan made their journey to our place with 

their car laden with our well-cared-for selection. I had  

prepared some areas for planting but mostly we dug spots 

amongst the weeds and began the plantings of the naïve 

shrubs and trees. I was very impressed and inspired by the 

hard work put in by both Stan and Anne not only in helping 

us choose the best places to plant but also in actually digging 

the holes and planting the plants!  

I think it was this inspiration from them, watching them 

work, and with a love for gardening, that gave me the  

impetus to keep going. Dennis has also worked tirelessly in 

his domain…the Veggie Garden.  

With a lot of sweat, and some tears in between, I can now 

look back and see great rewards for my / our hard work and 

tenacity.  

Springtime in the garden this year… after two years of  

planning, planting and growing… has been so rewarding with 

the many bursts of floral colour and scents. Seeing the return 

of bird life has also been rewarding to experience.  

I can truly say that having this project to work on, giving a 

home to the many donated plants so kindly and thoughtfully 

propagated by ‘strangers-in-gardening’ has been the  

absolute best therapy one could ever have!  

And having our garden open last week to the local members 

of the Lakes Entrance Garden & Native Plants Society Club, 

and the East Gippsland Native Plants Society - Bairnsdale, 

was my way of saying an especially big “Thank You” to those 

many strangers who, through their goodness and love for 

gardening, made their plant donations available and in turn 

contributed to our recovery being on a positive note.  

    

    Contributed by Mary Gilbert 



Our Plot of Country 

 

We, too, love our sunburnt country, a land of sweeping plains,  

Of ragged mountain ranges, of droughts and flooding rains.  

Core of my heart, my country! Her pitiless blue sky,  

We scratch our heads and wonder: - Why?  

When, sick at heart, around us we see-  

The remaining stumps of burnt-out shelter belts,  

Creek valleys amuck with wild exotic weeds-  

Hills with blackened, burnt, gumtree trunks,  

And green tangled thickets of wild-grown wattle trees.  

Core of our hearts, our country!  

We scratch our heads and wonder How?  

How did it come to this…such destruction wrought upon us?  

Black Summer fired her mighty might us through -  

What once were our beautiful pasture paddocks, with soft, meandering creek valleys!  

We now have a burden placed upon us –  

A task to rehabilitate and renew.  

We, too, love our sunburnt country, a land of sweeping plains,  

Of ragged mountain ranges, of droughts and flooding rains.  

Ours is an opal-hearted country plot -  

A plot which, since owning, has paid us back threefold –  

In beauty rich with spirit, in splendours rich and gold, -  

And above all, in a life full of gladness… a wonder to behold.  

Core of our hearts, our country!  

Her beauty and her terror- the wide brown land for us!  

 

Mary Gilbert  

September 2021  

With respect to Dorothea McKeller  



Emergency Agencies Working Together  

in Buchan Valley 

A small group from CFA, East Gippsland Shire Council, DELWP, 

SES and the Children with Additional Needs Working group are 

working on ways to assist Buchan Valley residents preparation 

for emergencies. The Safer Together program supports this 

with a person based in DELWP.  Contact Suzy Claringbould on 

0447 040 531 for more information. 

 

What’s going on with the weather? 

The Bureau of Meteorology’s first look long-range forecast for 

December to February 2023 shows it is likely to be wetter than 

usual in Australia’s eastern states.  Below is a summary for 

Australia: 

- Wetter than usual in the eastern states 

- Cooler day for much of south-eastern Australia 

- Nights generally warmer than usual, particularly in the 

 north and south-east. 

- La Nina persisting into summer 

 

Australian climate outlooks (bom.gov.au) 
Victorian Forecasts (bom.gov.au)  
The Climatedogs — The six drivers that influence Victoria's 

climate | Understanding weather, climate and forecasting | 

Climate and weather | Agriculture Victoria 

 

 

What is happening with the Fire Danger Period declaration? 

As of the 5 December 2022, no fire danger period was  

declared for the East Gippsland District of the CFA. The CFA 

declares the fire danger period each year at different times in 

the lead up to the fire season.  This depends on the amount of 

rain, grassland curing rate and other local conditions. This may 

change, go to the CFA website about restrictions, fire bans and 

ratings.   

Total Fire Bans & Fire Danger Ratings | CFA (Country Fire  
Authority) 

The Vic Emergency app is the official Victorian government 

app for access to community information and warnings for all 

types of emergencies in Victoria. Managed by Emergency 

Management Victoria. You can download the app by searching 

for Vic Emergency on the Apple App store or Google Play. 

What has changed about the Australian Danger Fire Rating 

System that you need to know? 

On 1st September 2022, a new fire danger rating system  

started across Australia that changed the way fire danger is 

calculated using up to data, science, technology and decades 

of research on how fires behave in the different vegetation 

types across Australia. 

The system has 4 levels of fire danger. Each level requires  

residents/visitors to take actions to ensure their own personal 

safety.  This system helps you understand how dangerous a 

fire could be if one started in your area. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/outlooks/
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/forecasts/
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/climate-and-weather/understanding-weather-climate-and-forecasting/the-climatedogs-the-six-drivers-that-influence-victorias-climate
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/climate-and-weather/understanding-weather-climate-and-forecasting/the-climatedogs-the-six-drivers-that-influence-victorias-climate
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/climate-and-weather/understanding-weather-climate-and-forecasting/the-climatedogs-the-six-drivers-that-influence-victorias-climate
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/total-fire-bans-and-ratings
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/total-fire-bans-and-ratings


 What do you do … with a group of friends? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The night was closing in fast, and the feathertail glider was 
feeling a little cold. So, he ran as fast as his little legs could 
take him, into his hole in the long grass by the creek. Here,  
he settled down for the night, listening for the rain outside. 

Soon, the rain intensified and it became a storm, with  
lightning and thunder. The glider felt safe as the entrance to 
his hole was a way up the bank, and although there was a 
small amount of water coming in the entrance, he knew he 
could cope with that. So, he settled down for the night, his 
furry coat wrapped around him, and feeling safe from the 
outside world and the noisy storm. 

It wasn’t long until the glider was woken up with his feet in 
water.  

“What!” he exclaimed, “Water is coming in through my hole, 
and it’s gushing. I’d better get out of here while I can.” 

He was right. When he got to the entrance of his hole, he saw 
that the creek had risen and water was running into the hole.  

He made large footsteps, as large as a feathertail glider can 
make, up the slope to the top until he found a tree he could 
climb. And there in the branches, he felt safe again, although 
he was wet. 

He’d only just gone off to sleep when he felt the tree move. 
“It’d be just my luck if the tree gets blown over,” he  
mumbled, “but then I’ve never known a tree to get blown 
over.” 

Then he heard shouting. “Hey, you up there, glider. Are you 
okay?” 

It was the friendly wombat, trying to get up the tree. 

“Oh, it’s you, Womby. A bit wet, but still breathing.” 

“I thought I’d check on friends and see if you wanted some 
help?” 

“I would like a place to sleep that is dry and safe,” he said. 

“Well, climb down and on to my back, and we’ll go up to the 
big hanging rock. We should find someplace to sleep and it’s 
high enough to be out of the water,” Womby said. 

“Great!” 

So, the two of them, feathertail glider riding on the wombat’s 
back as they wobbled up the track in the driving rain, finally 
reached the hanging rock.  

They looked underneath and could see a small area of dry 
ground. But what they didn’t see was Mr Goanna sleeping 
way back in the small cave. 

When Womby and the glider entered, Mr Goanna woke up. 

“ZZZ, ahh, what’s going on here?” he said. 

“Oh, I’m sorry to wake you, Goanna, but the rain has driven 
us out of our dens, and we would really like a place to stay for 
the night,” said Womby. 

“Oh, that’s okay,” mumbled Goanna. “If you can find room, 
bunk down and we’ll wait until daylight.” 

Womby and the glider were greatly appreciative, and found a 
spot nestled between the far wall of the cave and Goanna’s 
tail. 

Next morning, they looked out and could see the creek. 

“Oh my goodness, look how high it is!” said Womby. 

“My home is down there somewhere,” Feathertail glider said. 

“And my home is at the trees there, which is covered in  
water,” Mr Goanna chimed in. 

They stood there looking with amazement, until one of them 
looked around and saw a big, red kangaroo standing on top of 
the rock. 

Big Red looked down at the strange collection of animals.  
“I didn’t mean to startle you!” he said. 

“Oh, you didn’t,” replied Womby.  “But, may I ask you a  
question?” 

“What’s that?” 

“Well, look at the creek.  It’s getting higher as the day goes 
on. Can you tell us of a place near here where we can be 
safe?” 

“I’ll do better than that, I’ll take you there. It’s not far. Now 
everyone climb on me. Glider can hop into my pouch, and 
you two can hop on to my back, but Womby and Mr  
Goanna, be careful with those claws, if you don’t mind,”  
said Big Red, laughing.  

At that they all laughed, and Womby and Goanna drew in 
their claws as they climbed onto Big Red’s back. 

Soon, they were off to a new home, where they didn’t have 
to worry about a creek rising. 

“You will find plenty of trees here so Mr Goanna can climb. 
There’s sure to be holes in them so Glider can set up a new 
home, and Womby …” said Big Red. 

“Oh, don’t worry about me. I can dig down and make a nice, 
warm burrow.” 

“What’ll you do, Big Red?” asked Glider. 

“Oh, I’ll be alright. I just wait until it stops raining. There’s no 
cover for me and I prefer the open bush, anyway.” 

Glider, Womby and Goanna were happy with their new 
home. “What a day this has been,” Womby said. “And to 
think, although we are all different animals, there’s one thing 
that makes us friends and that’s caring about each other.” 

So, that’s how the friends were rescued - saved by the  
generosity of one of them, and the empathy of all four. 

 
    Contributed by David Bloom 



Buchan Recreation Reserve and Hall Update 

Over the past 12 months the Buchan Recreation Reserve and 

Hall Committee have continued to manage the two  

community facilities to make them available for use by our 

local sporting clubs, casual users and government agencies to 

provide a meeting place for the community of Buchan and 

District. 

The usage of the facilities over the last 3 years has be greater 

than in the past due to the number of visiting groups and  

organisations providing services and events for the community 

and the end of pandemic lockdowns.  The Bairnsdale Regional 

Health Service recommenced their Activities Group at the Rec 

every Monday and Gippsland Lakes Complete Health offer 

assess to physiotherapy and exercise every Thursday at the 

Hall.  The “In your corner” boxing program has been running 

throughout the year and will end in December. 

Maintenance of both these facilities has been ongoing and 

over the past twelve months we have completed the following 

works. 

 

Recreation Reserve 

* Installation of outside taps to access drinking water and fill 

water bottles and broken windows repaired. 

* New batteries for the emergency exit signs. 

* Men’s change rooms received some repairs with a toilet 

door installed to try and keep this area fit for human use 

whilst we wait for the new build.  

* Upgrade air conditioners to larger units to improve their 

function. 

* Cleaning of the gutters. 

* New and easy to use vacuum cleaner as everyone seemed to 

be having problems with the filters and cleaning the other 

one. 

* Repair island bench and canteen roller door seal to be  

replaced. 

*We are waiting for the BRV portables to be removed but this 

seems to be taking longer than expected and outside of our 

control.  

*Installation of more Solar panels and batteries.  This was 

funded by La Trobe Valley Authority and the project managed 

by The Energy Innovation Co Operative and provides the  

opportunity for this facility to run without mains power to 

assist community in the case of emergency.  We are planning 

on moving all the panels and equipment to the new facility 

once completed. 

* Due to unforeseen hold ups in funding the installation of the 

generator will not be completed until we receive funds from 

BRV or as they are now known as ERV. 

* One of the containers that was left from the fires was given 

to the Tennis Club to store their equipment.  

*Mowing has been a big problem due to the massive growing 

season in the past 2 years and has exceeded the amount we 

receive from the EGSC to cover the costs.  We really need new 

equipment to assist our volunteers in maintaining the area 

and have been using private contracting to achieve this. 

* We are unable to fit the hoses and reels that were  

purchased via a grant as the current water pipes on the  

existing building are not suitable but this equipment will be 

installed in the new build. 

 

Buchan Hall  

* Exit signs have been installed on all doors  

* Repair glass door  

* Old air conditioners at the Rec have been moved and  

installed at the Hall.  

* The Baptist church came and spent 2 days cleaning  

* The restumping of the old section of the hall will start at the 

end of January. 

The redevelopment of the Recreation facilities has started and 

a Project Manager has been appointed.  The Committee are 

working and meeting together with the Shire who are  

managing the project.  A map will be placed on the notice 

board outside the building of new proposed works. Building 

ideas and details have not been filled in yet.   

Thanks to all the volunteers who always help out.  The team of 

gardeners who help to weed the garden at the Rec, the  

mowers, cleaners and rubbish collectors.  Your work is most 

appreciated. 

There is a lot to do in this space and we are always looking for 

new members to join our team. 

Buchan Recreation Reserve and Hall Committee of  

Management 

Notice is given of a PUBLIC MEETING to be held at Buchan 

Recreation Reserve Pavilion on Monday 20th February 2023 

commencing at 6.30pm. 

The purpose of the meeting is to nominate no less than three 

(3) or more than nine (9) persons as the Committee of  

Management for the Buchan Recreation Reserve and Hall for 

a term of three years.  The current committee’s term will  

expire on 31 March 2023.  All positions will be declared open 

and nominations will be accepted prior to or on the night.  

Nominations from women, Aboriginal people, people with 

disabilities, young people and people from culturally diverse 

backgrounds are encouraged. 

Further information, nomination forms and nominee  

declaration forms may be obtained by contacting your local 

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning office 

or at the meeting.  For further enquiries please contact the 

Secretary, Evelyn Schmidt on 0427 586 038. 



Continuing on from 

my cautionary tale of 

last month of  

drowning my mobile 

phone, I'd like to 

share my personal  

experience of  

telephones. 

From addressing Tim instantly on Messenger this  

morning from my bed, through to interstate time  

differences at minimal expense with our first phone in 

Wulgulmerang. 

The Wulgulmerang phone was a party line where we 

could talk to other parties at any time but all other calls 

had to go through the exchange which had strictly  

observed hours of opening except in very extreme  

emergencies. As in life threatening. All the families (read 

able bodied males) were responsible for maintaining 

their section of the phone line between them and the 

exchange, which was a wire strung between ceramic  

insulators mounted on trees. If you couldn't call down 

the line it was either down or broken and you had to 

walk along it, locate the issue and fix it. Dad got a pretty 

raw deal in this department with the long stretch  

between us and the Sykes family through solid bush.  

I often went with him and like most chores he made it 

fun to find the fault. 

Phone calls were expensive and kept brief. Lengthy  

communications were by letter. If my parents had to get 

news quickly to their native UK, they sent a telegram. 

When I was first in Melbourne, a call home cost 60 cents 

for every 3 minutes. The whole idea of having a  

telephone in the rented share house I lived in at 18 was 

too silly for words so Mum and Dad only talked to me if I 

called them from a phone booth. Fortunately, my  

brother David had found some washers in a hardware 

store in Sydney that phones accepted as 20 cent pieces. 

He topped up my supply regularly and I could ring home 

as inclined and give my parents a fairly sanitised account 

of my Melbourne life. Or inform them that I was bringing 

7 friends home for the weekend, which they were  

extremely good about. 

Occasionally word would spread that some phone booth 

somewhere was broken and calls were free. Car loads of 

us would drive miles to ring all our parents. 

Sometime around then at home we finally got  

connected to the STD network. This involved months of 

work by an army of Telstra workers swarming around 

the district and was a massive step forward, second only 

to getting connected to the grid. 

Mum and Dad became very friendly with a lot of these 

guys through our shop, and were privvy to a big secret 

that there was a short period when the phones first 

started working when you weren't charged.  

So they rang all their friends. 

Mobile phones were still eons away. 

   Contributed by: Deborah Woodburn 

 

East Gippsland Regional Agricultural Landcare Facilitator, 

Emma Orgill has received funding to run several fencing 

workshops across East Gippsland in 2023.  

The event will be hosted by Far East Victoria Landcare. 

Rick Blackshaw will be the trainer. 

The workshops will run for about ½ a day. 

Details still need to be worked out, but the following  

information has been received: 

 

HOW TO REPAIR A FENCE 

Thursday 30th MARCH – Orbost 

Friday 31st MARCH – Cann River 

 

HOW TO BUILD A FENCE 

Thursday 8th JUNE 2023 Thursday - Sarsfield 

Friday 9th JUNE 2023 Friday - Buchan 

 

For further information, please contact Emma Orgill: 

 

Email:     emma.orgill@fevl.org.au 

Mobile:   0400 467 921 

Phone:     5154 2867 





Gelantipy Community Nursery Update 

Gelantipy Landcare Group have been busily setting 

up their Community Nursery and Seedbank in order 

to grow native plants that are ideally suited to their 

local high country environment. Facilitator Jon  

recently went to take a look at the progress of the 

stock plants, and helped to ID some seed that had 

been collected for future propagation (seen here 

with the Poa labillardierei - the common tussock 

from Suggan Buggan). 

 

This has been such a massive effort by a small group of 

volunteers. Congratulations for getting this nursery up 

and running - an enterprise that is so essential to  

maintain provenance seed in our local areas! 

This article is from the East Gipplsand Landcare  

Network Weekly Newsletter 5/12/22.  

To sign up for the newsletter, go to: https://

mailchi.mp/9f3e31b3c34e/egln-newsletter-sign-up 

https://mailchi.mp/9f3e31b3c34e/egln-newsletter-sign-up
https://mailchi.mp/9f3e31b3c34e/egln-newsletter-sign-up


What do you have in December that’s not in 
any other month? 
 
The letter D! 

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride? 

A Holly Davidson! 

What is the best Christmas present in the 

world? 

A broken drum, you just can't beat it! 

Who is Santa's favourite singer? 

Elf-is Presley! 

Why are Christmas trees so bad at sewing? 

They always drop their needles! 

Why did the turkey join the band? 

Because it had the drumsticks! 

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? 

A mince spy! 

What athlete is warmest in winter? 

A long jumper! 

What do you get if you eat Christmas  

decorations? 

Tinsilitis! 

What do you get if you cross a bell with a 

skunk? 

Jingle Smells! 

What do you call a bunch of chess players 

bragging about their games in a hotel  

lobby? 

Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer! 

What did the stamp say to the Christmas 

card? 

Stick with me and we'll go places! 

Merry Christmas &  

Happy New Year! 



East Gippsland Learn Local…supporting your learning 
 

Digital Essentials: Mobile Phones and Tablets 
Starting Wednesday 8th February 2023 

 
 
Understand the basics of various areas of technology, including 
different digital devices, their functionality and the ways people 
can use these to connect with others and in the workforce. 
 
These modules will provide you with the skills to use your mobile 
devices, understanding apps and software, navigate the internet, 
using email and keeping safe online.   
 
We are flexible in our delivery and can arrange our content to 
suit the needs of the participants.  Our classes are small and  
personalised.  
 
Week 1  8th Feb  Get to know your Android  
    phone & iPhone 
Week 2 15th Feb MyGov and Email 
Week 3 22nd Feb Security, Passwords and Scams 
Week 4  1st Mar Understanding and using Apps 
Week 5  8th Mar Clouds, Backups and free up 
    space on your mobile 
Week 6 15th Mar Using the camera on your  
    phone 
 
Starting Wednesday 8th February 2023 
 1 pm to 3 pm  –  6 x 2 hour sessions  
 
Attend one or all modules offered over the six weeks. 
These classes will be run in a face-to-face classroom setting in 
Bairnsdale at The Hub, Dalmahoy Street , and online via Zoom. 
 
Enquire now for more information by calling  0427 586  038 
or 
scan the QR code to register 
your interest 
 
  
Learn Local programs are  
recognised jobactive  
approved activities. 

Financial Wellbeing for Women 

Starting in March 2023 at the Buchan Neighbourhood House 

A free financial well-being course for women to learn, discuss 

and receive support in a friendly environment. 

Connect with like-minded women in a relaxed, informal and 

supportive environment. 

Topics can include: 

Managing your money, saving, budgeting and planning, debts 

& fines, interest-free loans, wills, superannuation and 

meeting the costs for your children’s schooling. 

An opportunity to provide you with the tools to  

independently and successfully manage your finances. 

The program is flexible, delivered in a small group face to face 

classroom and can be delivered to suit the needs of the 

group, usually over 5 weeks with one 3 hour session per 

week. 

An information session will be held prior to the course – date 

to be confirmed. 

The course is delivered with ACFE (Adults, Community, and 

Further Education) funding. Bookings are essential. 

Enquire now for more information and expressions of interest 

by calling 0427 586 038 

Learn Local programs are recognised jobactive approved  

activities. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5rVQJbxA6ehi6heeAohrWnXkLTrr7DiQ8rtk7wr1sbD8f4A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5rVQJbxA6ehi6heeAohrWnXkLTrr7DiQ8rtk7wr1sbD8f4A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5rVQJbxA6ehi6heeAohrWnXkLTrr7DiQ8rtk7wr1sbD8f4A/viewform


Church Services 
 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further notice. For service details 
contact Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets  
3rd Sunday of each month at 2.30pm.  
For details contact Rhonda Coates  5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at 
the Neighbourhood House.  

Mobile Library bus days are held fortnightly on a  
Tuesday. 

 

The next service will be: 

Tuesday 10th January 2023 

Tuesday 24th January 2023 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 am 

Buchan (near kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

2023 dates T.B.A. 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

The OAA provides monthly 
opportunities to learn 
more and share knowledge 
about a variety of topics on  
organic food production, 
gardening, and other related subjects. These fun and  
informative sessions are organised for the first Thursday of 
each month, 1.00 to nominally 2.30pm at the Organic Centre, 
14 McKean Street, Bairnsdale. 

For further information, email: organics@oaa.org.au or 
phone/text: 0429 889 479 or see our website: oaa.org.au 

Please consider wearing a face mask, particularly when  
indoors.  

OAA Meetings:  Meetings are generally taking place on the 
1st Thursday of each month at 7.30pm on the Zoom platform.  
Anyone wishing to join in or contribute, please request a link 
by contacting  organics@oaa.org.au  or phone/text:  
0429 889 479. 

The staff and Committee of Management  

at Buchan Neighbourhood House  

wish you all a safe and happy  

festive season and  

all the very best for the new year.  

 

Please note that the House will be closed 

from  

4pm on Thursday 22nd December 2022 

and will reopen at  

10am on Monday 22nd January 2023.  

The next newsletter will be published in  

February 2023.  


