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The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, 
Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek,  
Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra,  
W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

The newsletter is delivered to every household in 
the district (on or around the 15th day of the month) 
and is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via 
Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House. All  
editions are available electronically at the State  
Library online site (Trove). If you are not receiving 
the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure 
that a copy is mailed to your address.  Newsletters 
can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST 
per 12 editions to anyone outside the district, or 
contact us with your email address and we can send 
an electronic version for free. Dates for submissions 
will be advertised in each edition and we welcome 
your contributions. Submissions closing date for the 
next edition is Wednesday 7th September 2022.  
We welcome articles and contributions from  
everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, 
agencies organisations and businesses to  send us 
their information. Submissions can be sent to  
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the 
Neighbourhood House. The Buchan Neighbourhood 
House takes no responsibility for opinions expressed 
by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.   
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and 
advertisements and to edit  submissions if  
necessary. All submissions should include the  
author’s full name, address and phone number, but 
may be anonymous if preferred. Buchan  
Neighbourhood House is open Monday to Thursday 
from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are $55 for 
12 editions or $5.50 per edition including GST. 
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Some days in my working life are 
priceless. Escorting Nigel to lunch at 
The Pub to celebrate his 88th  
birthday was a standout. 
 His brothers Ken and Chris 
and some of their families joined 
Quentin and his boys, Rick and  
Noelli, and some old mates for a  
happy and lively meal. 
 Nigel was shouted his first 
beer by Sean the barman (and  
relative), the next by Ben's Grandson 
Tom Buckley, and they kept on  
coming all afternoon. 
 Tara King had made a  
birthday cake and Nigel got all sorts 
of presents. 
 Chris banged the table with 
his walking stick and made a speech 
about the outstanding qualities of 
their Mother, and told tales  
illustrating her essentially Irish  
nature, being one of 5 brothers  
sharing a sleepout bedroom and  
various other aspects of growing up 
in Gelantipy. 
 Ken reeled off exact dates for 
all sorts of  family events with  
anecdotal details to match.   
I particularly loved that their Irish 
O'Rourke ancestor was transported 
for 7 years for the heinous crime of 

secretly teaching his illiterate fellows to read and write. And when Ken took 
a break to answer his mobile to address a reticulation issue on his Mortlake 
property where he is still very much the hands on Manager at 90.  
 We were also celebrating Ken’s birthday in April.  
 It was, in every way, a magical day 

Nigel and his cake 

Ken & Chris Hodge 

Ken Hodge enjoying a joke with Reta 

Nigel Hodge turns 88! 



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition incl GST 

2022 Buchan Flower & Arts 'n Crafts 

Show Photography Competition &      

Display 

Saturday 29th October 2022 

1 pm to 5pm 

 Photography at the Uniting church opens at 10am 

     Sunday 30th October 

     10am to 4pm 

Schedules are now available at various businesses on the 

Main Road in Buchan, at the Neighbourhood House, Bush 

Nursing Services and on Buchan Neighbourhood House 

Facebook Group page 

Justice of the Peace (JP) 

Arrangements can be made with   

Janice Coates 

Please call:    

0411 576 301 

Eco Alliance  
Heat Pump Hot Water System 

Did you know that if you have a hot water system 

outside your house, Eco Alliance will replace it for 

FREE with their efficient heat pump hot water  

system.  

Contact Eco Alliance for more information: 

Website:  https://ecoalliance.com.au/ 

Phone:  1300 341 010 

Email:  info@ecoalliance.com.au  

https://ecoalliance.com.au/
tel:1300341010
mailto:info@ecoalliance.com.au


Buchan & Gelantipy Racing Club (B&GRC) News 

The Canni Creek Picnic Race meeting has been running for 135 

years and has a long and proud history. The Incorporated  

Association is operated by a volunteer committee and is  

affiliated with Country Racing Victoria. 

The Club won Picnic Club of the Year in 2016 and 2018. In 2020 

the Club was nominated for the East Gippsland Shire  

Community Event of the Year. 

B&GRC recently won this award again for its record-breaking 

meeting on 12th February 2022, making it the third time in 6 

years — not a bad effort for a small number of local  

volunteers! The next meeting is to be held on Saturday 11th 

February 2023. 

The Racing Club is located on Crown land that is managed by a 

volunteer appointed committee of management. The Racing 

Club has representatives on this Committee. The Department 

of Environment, Land Water and Planning (DELWP) needs to 

be consulted and give approval for infrastructure projects on 

the site. 

The site is unique in that the Buchan Valley Golf Club is located 

within the racing track. Temporary running rails are installed 

when the race meting takes place and golf is not played during 

this time. It is a fantastic partnership between two small  

community clubs. 

  Contributed by Ian Dunkley — Secretary, B&GRC 

Deborah Woodburn says: 
 
I have been trying to put my finger on the cause of my  
considerable disquiet over the American's murder of the Al 
Qaeda leader, Ayman al-Zawahri, this week. 

Killing people with drones is ridiculously removed from the 
WW2 experience of my Father in the RAF, and I am totally  
uncomfortable with the concept. 

Hearing the current American President say "we got him" is 
creepy. Apparently, his predecessors used the same term 
when they assassinated Sadam Hussain and Bin Laden. 

But my ridiculously well-informed fellow resident Pete has 
supplied the goods (as usual). 

The right to 'Due Process' is enshrined in The American  
Constitution, meaning that every American has the right to a 
fair trial before any punishment including the death penalty. 

But their President can order a drone assassination of a man 
in Afghanistan.  

This is wrong on so many levels. 

And no, I am not a Taliban supporter. 

Buchan Arts Council Incorporated present: 
Buchan Flower, Art, Craft Show and Photography 

Competition on Melbourne Cup Weekend  
Saturday 29th – Sunday 30th – Monday 31st  

October 2022 

Yes, it’s back, and this is a 
reminder – seeing it is 
close to Springtime – that 
this event will be  
happening in October.  

You can pick up the program from the Buchan 
General Store, Bush Nursing Centre, Roadhouse, or 
the Buchan Neighbourhood House for 50 cents. 
The program describes all the categories to which 
you may like to submit your creations.  

From Flowers, Displays, Plants, Arts & Crafts,  
Cookery, Produce, Photography etc… There are 
many to choose from.  

As this event has not happened for a few years we 
would love you to start thinking about what you 
would like to contribute to this community and 
district weekend celebration.   
 

Suzanne Davies  
Buchan Arts Council Secretary  



 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

If you are interested in attending this show, please contact the Buchan 

Bush Nursing Centre. 

Bookings are essential. 

This show is for people 15 years and over. 

Mask wearing in indoor and crowded settings is strongly recommended.  





A Coffee with a Local 

Susie Edwards, Buchan 

(Interview Date: 27 July 2022) 

What is your connection with the district? 

I was born in Orbost and spent my early life in Buchan. My 

mother was a Cameron, her father and her grandparents all 

lived in Buchan. My mother was a teacher in town, quite a 

few of our current locals would remember her in that role. 

When I was four we moved to Melbourne, living first in  

Seaford and then in Upper Beaconsfield. I was in year eight 

when the Ash Wednesday bushfires went through that area 

and the destruction was terrible.  Unfortunately Buchan has 

been hard hit by bushfires too. 

I did primary school in Upper Beaconsfield and secondary 

school at Pakenham High and then St Margaret’s in Berwick. I 

then completed a Bachelor of Applied Science in Nursing at 

Monash University (Frankston campus). 

After graduation I worked at Traralgon Hospital, did my  

midwifery qualification, and then moved back to this district 

working at Gippsland Lakes and Bairnsdale.   

My friend Louise encouraged me to try something different 

and she got me a job as a nurse/midwife in Wickham  

Western Australia.  That's where I met Darryl and  

settled down and had all four of our kids. 

 

What brought you back to Buchan? 

My parents were getting older, and I wanted my kids to grow 

up knowing their grandparents. Wickham is a mining town 

and I found it hard to build a strong sense of community. I 

had always felt part of the community in Buchan and that has 

not changed. 

I'm glad we moved back. I think that kids in Buchan are much 

more free range than city kids, partly because they have a 

village to raise them. Everyone knows everyone and parents 

look out for everyone else's kids.  

I am always impressed when I meet up with adult kids who 

have grown up in Buchan.  It's amazing what solid people 

they are, how they are over-represented in school leadership 

roles and in academic/career success. 

 

How do you see the future of the District? 

I think we need to attract and retain more people to Buchan, 

especially young families who could reverse the population 

decline that has happened during my lifetime.  

I know at least two young couples who would love to move 

to Buchan -  it's only 45 minutes from Bairnsdale after all -  

but cannot find anywhere to rent or buy for a reasonable 

price.  

The council could consider allowing further subdivision to 

bring people back to town. For example they could create 

special rural blocks (5 acres or so) that would increase the 

housing supply and attract more people to the district. 

If I won lotto (!!) I would create an integrated aged care  

facility in Buchan.  It would include self-contained units and 

also beds with a high level of care, with an integrated bush 

nursing centre. It would allow elderly people who have lived 

in the district to maintain their connections here, and create 

employment in town for cleaners, cooks, aged care support 

workers, etc. We could also integrate other community  

involvement, for example having the kindergarten kids visit 

the residents regularly. 

 

So you would recommend Buchan as a place to live? 

Absolutely. It's a great place. 

I think that people do need to get out of Buchan for a period 

to experience other things and other ways of life.  When they 

are ready to raise a family that’s a great time to come back 

and become part of the community again. 

We always welcome new people who bring new energy to 

the community, and increase the skills of the local population 

and the range of things we are able to offer. 

   

  Contributor: Peter Curry 



The Great Bush Aerial Race                                                                       

One day, in the middle of 

spring, young Missus Glider 

was walking through the 

bush with her precious  

baby. He was six months old 

– that’s about twelve years 

old in human years – and 

very boisterous. 

They went by an old gum tree and saw a big boulder near the 

river. Then they saw Missus Wombat strolling down a path, 

and called out to her. “Hello, Missus Wombat. Beautiful day, 

isn’t it?” But old Missus Wombat kept on walking. Missus 

Glider assumed she didn’t hear, or maybe her hearing wasn’t 

the best. 

Then, while they were crossing a large, dry patch where there 

were very few plants, something came down and swooped 

them. “Whooooosh.” A bird flew down and frightened them 

both. “Arrrgh. What was that?” said Missus Glider. She 

looked up and saw a magpie coming to rest in an old ironbark 

tree. 

“Nearly got you,” called the magpie. 

“Oh, you stupid thing,” shouted Missus Glider. “I nearly fell 

over. What do you think you’re doing?” 

The magpie just laughed, then flew away leaving the two of 

them stunned. 

“Are you okay, my precious?” Missus Glider asked her young 

one. 

“Wow, did you see that?” the boy said. “He must have been 

going at great speed to swoop down on us like that. And … 

the way he just picked us out. Incredible!” 

“Now, now, Feather! That’ll be enough of that.” 

“I’m going to practice my flying, and one day I’ll challenge 

him to a race.” He then raced up a small tree and out on to a 

branch, and before Missus Glider knew it, he’d leapt off the 

branch, stretched his skin out and had flown down to a bush 

some six metres away. 

All this time his mother, Missus Glider, was uttering things 

like, “No, don’t do it!” and “Eek!”  

Young Feather Glider practiced for a long time. When he was 

twelve months old (about twenty-four in human years) he 

was gliding about ten to twelve metres at a stretch. He was 

satisfied with his flying, and he challenged other animals in 

the bush to try to beat him on a size and weight basis. 

His challengers included a kookaburra, a crow, another  

feather glider, and the swooping magpie. They all said that 

they were the fastest for their weight and size.  

Young Feather Glider could see that they were right, but no 

one knew exactly which of the animals was the fastest. 

On the day of the big challenge, they were told that they 

would have to launch themselves from a branch up high and 

fly to a bush, then have a sip of water from the river, climb, 

or fly, up to a higher branch and fly down to another bush 

which was even further away, all within a certain time limit. 

They agreed. 

The contest was to be judged by an old emu. He knew what 

flying was about, yet he couldn’t fly, and he was big enough 

to judge the five contestants. 

The first one was the crow. He made a spectacular flight, 

drank water from the river, climbed an even higher branch 

and flew to the finish line. Everyone clapped. 

Next up was the other feather glider, who made an even  

bigger flight, drank water, and flew from the high branch into 

the soft bush. 

The next one was the kookaburra who, upon drinking the 

water, saw a fish which was his dinner. The fish was caught 

and the kookaburra was out of the race. 

Young Feather Glider was next, and although he was a little 

slower that the crow, and faster than the other glider, with 

his weight and size he made an absolutely spectacular scene. 

All in the crowd of other animals clapped and hooted when 

he landed. 

Finally, the magpie.  

He started to fly but he caught his wing on the branch at the 

start, and demanded a restart. 

The emu said, “After some consideration, I’ve decided to  

allow the magpie a restart.” The crowd hissed and booed at 

the emu’s decision. 

So, the old magpie took off, landed near the river, flew up to 

the high branch, and glided down to the finish. He looked 

smug with his effort, and was striding around on the ground 

when the old emu made his announcement. 

“I declare that considering the size and weight of the  

contestants, the fastest animal was ... 

… Feather Glider!” 

And everyone whistled, hooted and clapped for our young 

hero, Feather Glider. 

And his Mum was SO proud for her son. 

 

     Contributor: David Bloom 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parks Victoria and GLaWAC Update 

Swimming pool reopening plan 

Parks Victoria and GLaWAC are working with Heritage Victoria 

on the commitment to reopen the Buchan Caves Reserve 

swimming pool and the final approval processes for the permit 

are occurring with Heritage Victoria.  

Under the reopening, the pool will be converted from spring-

fed to a closed loop filtered swimming pool and the water 

treated to meet water safety regulations. Subject to permit 

approvals and any conditions, we expect the work to be  

completed and the pool will be able to reopen in late  

November 2022. 

The community and people interested in the plans for the pool 

can view the application to Heritage Victoria online at Heritage 

Victoria - Currently advertised permits  

 

Cultural Trail and yarning circle 

The GLaWAC Natural Resource Management team have  

progressed work on the cultural trail and yarning circle within 

the Reserve. 

 

Potholes Caves Reserve 

Museum Victoria staff have recovered a substantially  

complete short-faced kangaroo skull from a cave in the  

Potholes Caves Reserve. This skull was first identified by local 

cavers in 2011. The museum is planning another community 

display prior to Christmas. 

The Bairnsdale Fire Recovery team assisted Ranger Phil 

McGuinn at the Potholes Caves Reserve, thinning out black 

wattle regrowth that is impacting several significant species. 

Thinning out black wattle encourages the growth of the  

Buchan Blue Wattle (Acacia caerulescens) and helps conserve 

the Limestone Grassy Woodland landscape. Wild Sorghum 

(Sorghum leiocladum), a grass species listed as vulnerable, and 

Key’s Matchstick Grasshopper (Keyacris scurra), considered to 

be locally extinct, have both been found in this reserve,  

elevating its importance.  Staff are aiming to conduct an  

ecological burn in the reserve to rejuvenate the native  

grasslands.  
Above: Cultural trail  Below: Yarning circle 

Kangaroo skull found in Pothole Caves Reserve 

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/protecting-our-heritage/currently-advertised-permits
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/protecting-our-heritage/currently-advertised-permits


 Construction has begun to reinstate the information shelter at 

the reserve. 

 

Balley Hooley (The Junction) campground – Snowy River  

National Park 

GLaWAC will be undertaking work at Balley Hooley that will 

include:  

* upgrading the walking track to the river  

* installation of several lookout points and seating 

* installation of signage 

        * installation of a cultural area ‘yarning circle’ rock fire pit     

 and seats, in front of the day visitor area car park 

The Balley Hooley campground upgrade design is complete 

and incorporates community feedback. The final version from 

the contractor will be received soon. The campground picnic 

tables were recently oiled to protect the timber from  

deterioration. Cultural heritage assessments and permit  

approvals are being undertaken for the site of the new toilet, 

and work will commence once these are completed. 

Snowy River National Park  

As part of the Rock-wallaby program, PV & DELWP predator 

controls include fox baiting, feral cat trapping and introduced 

predator ground shooting. The annual monitoring program 

has indicated approximately 50 endangered Rock-wallabies 

are present in the Little River Gorge area. The number appears 

to be stable at present. A further release of between 4-8  

genetically diverse, captive-bred animals is planned for  

mid-Spring. 

Several deer-proof enclosures have been constructed in the 

Tulloch Ard Range and Jacksons Crossing area, to protect  

vegetation from deer and other grazing herbivores. These  

enclosures will enable program managers to assess the  

effectiveness of the aerial deer control program over the last 

few years. 

Local PV staff have continued feral pig control works in the 

upper Snowy River area.  

DEWLP recently hosted the inaugural “Upper Snowy First  

Nations Biodiversity Field Days”, with members attending 

from MOOGJI, GLaWAC, Snowy Cann Rivers First Peoples,  

NNNMAC, Bidwell First Nations and Jaithmathang.  The aim 

was to showcase DELWP/PV biodiversity programs and to  

engage with traditional owners. 

Bairnsdale fire recovery ranger thinning black wattle regrowth 

Alfie and Neil from the GLaWAC Natural Resource  
Management Team, looking at the site for the yarning 

circle fire pit 





Power Saving Bonus for all Victorian households 
The Power Saving Bonus (PSB) is a one-off $250  
payment to Victorian households who look for a better 
energy deal on Victoria’s Energy Compare website. 
The new $250 payment builds on the existing PSB  
program, previously available to eligible concession card 
holders. 
Eligibility  
To be eligible for the PSB you must be: 
*  a Victorian residential energy consumer (i.e. have a  
residential electricity account) 
*  the account holder. 
Only one payment is available per household. 
The previous PSB, available for concession recipients only, 
closed on 30 June 2022. 
Anyone who has previously claimed the PSB will be able to 
claim the new payment again from 1 July 2022. 
Next steps 
For more information or to apply, go to the Victorian  
Energy Compare website: compare.energy.vic.gov.au/ 
Assistance with submitting an application is available at 
Buchan Neighbourhod House, 6 Centre Rd 
Tel: 5155 9216 E: buchanbnh@bigpond.com 
Alternatively, contact the PSB support team at : 
info.vec@delwp.vic.gov.au  or  1800 000 832. 

Biosecurity planning  
for livestock  
producers  
Free webinar 
11th Aug 2022 
1.00 to 3.30 pm 

 
 
The BestWool/BestLamb and BetterBeef networks 
team invite Victorian livestock producers to join our 
online Biosecurity Planning workshop. 

We will guide you through the Animal Health Australia 
and Livestock Production Assurance program template 
with a panel of beef, sheep, dairy and goat specialists 
to answer your questions. 

At the end of the session you will have completed your 
own on-farm biosecurity plan, specific to your business. 

Presented by Kirstie Anderson and Agriculture Services 
staff 
 
For more information, contact Morgan Cassell,  
Agriculture Victoria on 0427 681 714 or 
email morgan.cassell@agriculture.vic.gov.au 
 

https://compare.energy.vic.gov.au/
https://compare.energy.vic.gov.au/
compare.energy.vic.gov.au/
mailto:info.vec@delwp.vic.gov.au
tel:+61427681714
mailto:morgan.cassell@agriculture.vic.gov.au


Church Services 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further notice. For service details 
contact  
Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets  
3rd Sunday of each month at 2.30pm.  
For details contact Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at 
the Neighbourhood House.  

Mobile Library bus days are held fortnightly on a  
Tuesday. 

 

The next service will be: 

Tuesday 23rd August 

Tuesday 6th September 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 

am Buchan (near kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

Tuesday 6th September 2022 from 10.00am 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the Buchan 

Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

PLANNED ACTIVITY 
GROUP IN BUCHAN 
 
9.30am—2.30pm at the  
Buchan Recreation Reserve  
Pavilion. Morning tea, lunch 
and afternoon tea will be  
provided.  
 
All community members in the district are welcome.  
Drop in any time during the session, even just for a  
cuppa. $14.40 covers attendance and all food.  
 
Call Kate on 0409 957 308 for any enquiries. 


