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The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, 
Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek,  
Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra,  
W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

The newsletter is delivered to every household in 
the district (on or around the 15th day of the month) 
and is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via 
Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House. All  
editions are available electronically at the State  
Library online site (Trove). If you are not receiving 
the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure 
that a copy is mailed to your address.  Newsletters 
can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST 
per 12 editions to anyone outside the district, or 
contact us with your email address and we can send 
an electronic version for free. Dates for submissions 
will be advertised in each edition and we welcome 
your contributions. Submissions closing date for the 
next edition is Wednesday 6th July 2022.  
We welcome articles and contributions from  
everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, 
agencies organisations and businesses to  send us 
their information. Submissions can be sent to  
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the 
Neighbourhood House. The Buchan Neighbourhood 
House takes no responsibility for opinions expressed 
by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.   
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and 
advertisements and to edit  submissions if  
necessary. All submissions should include the  
author’s full name, address and phone number, but 
may be anonymous if preferred. Buchan  
Neighbourhood House is open Monday to Thursday 
from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are $55 for 
12 editions or $5.50 per edition including GST. 
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Left to right: Robert Carney, Alan Waack, Robert Free, David Harper & Greg King 

National Emergency Medal for 2019-20  
bushfires awarded to Buchan & District residents 

Left to right: Matt Burns, Paul Sykes, David Hurley (Governor General), Linda Hurley, 

Karma Teml, Jason Heffernan (CFA Chief Officer) 



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition incl GST 

2022 Buchan Flower & Arts 'n Crafts 

Show Photography Competition &      

Display 

Saturday 29th October 2022 

1 pm to 5pm 

 Photography at the Uniting church opens at 10am 

     Sunday 30th October 

     10am to 4pm 

Schedules are now available at various businesses on the 

Main Road in Buchan, at the Neighbourhood House, Bush 

Nursing Services and on Buchan Neighbourhood House 

Facebook Group page 

Justice of the Peace (JP) 

Arrangements can be made with   

Janice Coates 

Please call:    

0411 576 301 

Friends of Paynesville Library Inc. 

Short Story Competition 2022 

 

First Prize  $300 

Second Prize $150 

Third Prize  $75 

 

Entries close Friday 1st July 

Winners announced Friday 29th July 

Details and entry form can be downloaded from 

www.friendsofpaynesvillelibrary.com 

Entry fee $10 per story    3000 word limit 

http://www.friendsofpaynesvillelibrary.com


Cover story: National Emergency Medal for   
2019-2020 Bushfires awarded to  

Buchan & District residents 

 
The National Emergency Medal is awarded by the  
Governor General to persons who rendered sustained or 
significant service during nationally-significant  
emergencies in Australia.  The Bushfires 2019-20 was 
declared a nationally-significant emergency for the  
National Emergency Medal on 2 December 2020. 
 
The National Emergency Medal, established in 2011, is 
an operational service medal in the Australian Honours 
System awarded to first responders to emergencies that 
are deemed nationally significant. Until recently, that’s 
included the 2009 Victorian bushfires, and the 2010-11 
floods and Cyclone Yasi in Queensland, Tropical Cyclone 
Debbie in 2017 and the 2019 North Queensland Floods.  
 
In attendance to accept their awards on 6th May at 
Presentation Hall, Bairnsdale were: Robert Carney, Alan 
Waack, Robert Free, David Harper & Greg King. 
 
Other recipients are: Brad King, Peter White, Keith 
Greenwood, Daniel White, Kate Hodge, Judi Sykes and 
Ann-Marie Davies  
 
Gelantipy medals were presented by the Governer  

General, David Hurley, on Saturday 7th May to Matt 

Burns, Paul Sykes, Karma Teml and Chief Officer of the 

CFA, Jason Heffernan. 

 

Ray Moreland’s second bravery award 

 

Congratulations to Buchan’s own Leading Senior  

Constable, Ray Moreland, who has collected his second 

medal for bravery during the Black Saturday Bushfires. 

The Medal for Courage was presented at the Victoria 

Police Academy on Thursday 19th May by Acting Deputy 

Commissioner of Police, Robert Hill. 

Earlier last month, Ray was awarded a silver medal for 

bravery by Linda Dessau, the Governor of Victoria. 

Both awards are in recognition of the bravery displayed 

by Ray and his colleague, Leading Senior Constable  

Andrew Trace during the 2019-20 bushfires when they 

rescued Buchan residents Ian and Gwen Strobridge from 

their home on 30th December. 

Senior Constable Trace was also awarded the Medal for 

Courage at the same ceremony. 

The Bairnsdale Advertiser (11th May 2022 & 25th May 

2022, from which the photos above are taken), reported 

that Ray was accompanied by his wife Linelle, and his 

daughter, Justice, at both events. 



Buchan and District Preparedness and Resilience 
Person Centred Emergency Preparedness 

 We are holding a workshop in partnership with Gippsland 

Disability Advocacy to talk about emergency preparedness 

planning for people with individual support needs.  

Using the conversation guide developed through a project led 

by the Centre for Disability Research and Policy (University of 

Sydney) in partnership with the Queensland Disability  

Network and the Community Services Industry Alliance, the 

content of this workshop can be related to many different 

situations including language barriers with overseas visitors,  

religious, older adults and other persons considered of a high 

risk. 

It will be practical information and provide opportunity to 

have the conversations to help build the capability of multiple    

stakeholders towards making disaster preparedness more 

inclusive and gain further skills in planning and preparing for     

emergencies for our community, visitors, family and friends.  

Conversations at the workshop will help to improve your own 

personal emergency plan and help others to get prepared 

and act together to assist the health and safety supports  

people need during an emergency are met. 

We have some copies of the workbook at the Neighbourhood 
House if you would like to have a look prior to the workshop 
or you can download it at : 
 
https://qdn.org.au/resources/pcep-workbook/  
 

The workshop will be conducted by Colin Glassock from 

Gippsland Disability Advocacy (Also a CFA member) on  

Friday 17th June from 10am to 3pm.  

Lunch provided 

We have a few attending from EGSC Emergency 

services and DELWP as well.  Last chance to  

register your interest by contacting the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House on 5155 9216  

or email us at  

buchanbnh@bigpond.com 

A Coffee with a Local by Peter Curry 
Nigel Hodge, Gelantipy  

What is your connection with 
this district? 

I have lived in this district all of 
my life. I was born in  
Bairnsdale but I was brought up 
on this farm in Gelantipy. I lived 
outside of Buchan for many 
years when I was a younger man 
and then I eventually moved 
back on to the farm. 

The Hodges are one of the  
original families of the district. In 

fact people used to say that around here there was nothing 
but Hodges, Rogers and rabbits. 

Was there any truth in that? 

There certainly were a lot of rabbits around when I was a kid. 
They were very thick in parts, especially in sweet country with 
plenty of sun. They made some huge warrens. 

As kids we would trap rabbits and sell their skins. The skins 
were turned into felt, for men’s hats for example. 

Later a bloke would come to Buchan with a big freezer on a 
semitrailer. He would buy our cleaned rabbit carcasses and 
freeze them. I recall they were sent off to England to feed  
people. 

We set and cleared our rabbit traps as we walked to and from 
school, where rabbits had pushed holes under the mesh  
fences. That was all right until we started making our own 
holes in the fences so we could set more traps. That stopped 
pretty quick after the owner of Gelantipy station had a stern 
word to my dad about it. 

What kinds of work have you done? 

I spent many years as a shearer. I could shear a fair number of 
sheep in a day, I didn’t knock the wool about and the sheep 
still had their skin on them when I was finished. It was hard 
work but I managed pretty well. Old hands would watch on 
and say: by Jove you make it look easy. 

 What changes have you seen in your time? 

The greatest change I have seen happened 50 or 60 years ago 
when farmers started putting superphosphate on their land. 

Prior to that there was a lot of tussock and kangaroo grass, but 
with a bit of clover and grass seed in with the super the  
pasture improved rapidly. We have good volcanic soil here but 
it is lacking in phosphorous. With super the stock did a lot 
better. 

As kids we had to do a more work than kids do today. When I 
was growing up we had five or six dairy cows, and I would get 
up at dawn and milk the cows and feed the calves before 
breakfast. I often ended up with a cold breakfast. 

 Has this been a good place to live? 

I reckon I’ve had a good life, and this has been a great area to 
live in. I believe in that song that says: country roads, take me 
home.  And I feel fortunate that this is my home.   

https://qdn.org.au/resources/pcep-workbook/
mailto:buchanbnh@bigpond.com


The next workshop will be held on Wednesday  

22nd June at the Recreation Reserve starting at 

1pm.  New members are welcome to attend.  



Farmers Voice at Karoonda Park 

On election night I got to tag along with Nigel Hodge to a 
very pleasant dinner for farmers of my area at Karoonda 
Park.  

Funded by the East Gippsland Shire Council under 'The 
Farmers Voice' project facilitated by Julie Jackson,  
Karoonda Park provided a warm and welcoming venue 
for a very pleasant get together for members of the 
farming fraternity from Murrindal to Black Mountain.  

There was a three course meal, assorted beverages, a 
roaring fire and everyone had a nice catch up. 

Designed to lift the spirits post the drought and  
bushfires, there will be another.  

www.ruralresources.com.au/farmers-voice/ 

   Contributor: Deborah Woodburn 

Winter Festival "Songs from the Valley" 

Local musos Raven & the Dove (Cindy Lee and David 
Swift, pictured above) will be performing the show they 
premiered at the Buchan Mechanics Hall of songs and  
stories inspired by the Buchan-Gelantipy area.  
 
If you missed “Songs From the Valley” last year you 
now have a chance to catch it again as part of this 
year's East Gippsland Winter Festival! 

The show will be performed on : 

25th June at Paynesville Wine Bar (7:00pm)  

and  

9th July at Iceworks, Lakes Entrance (7:30pm) 

$15 per ticket 

Visit their website for tickets:   
ravenandthedove.com 

Or email Raven & the Dove for more information:  
ravenandthedove@bigpond.com 

https://www.ruralresources.com.au/farmers-voice/
http://ravenandthedove.com/
mailto:ravenandthedove@bigpond.com


Biggest Morning Tea  

Tuesday 31st May 202 

The Biggest Morning Tea  at the Neighbourhood House this 

year raised $342.15 on the day. 

Collection boxes will remain in shops until the end of June.  

The final figure will be printed in the next edition of the  

Phoenix. 

A raffle was drawn and tea, coffee, a selection of cakes and a 

catch up were enjoyed by all who attended. 

    Photos courtesy of Tracey Fall 

Buchan Community Tool Library 

We have had a few requests from the community  
regarding obtaining a Tiller to add to the Community Tool 
Library. We approached GIVIT, who have supported us with 
the funds to purchase one for us all to share and use.   
We have purchased a Honda GX 6 tine, 4 stroke from 
Brownwigg in Bairnsdale. l found it by chance when l went in 
to buy some environmentally friendly mouse poison one 
day.  Cassie Mathers was kind enough to collect it and it is 
now available for use. 
Tilling soil is labour intensive work. With a tiller, this work is 
more comfortable and less time-consuming.  A tiller mixes 
and pulverizes the hard-packed soil of your garden area. It 
works fast and smoothly. 
It removes grass and weeds from the soil so that you get an 
empty place to plant new plants, otherwise the existing grass 
and weeds compete for water and nutrients, which means 
that new plants cannot grow properly. 
The tiller is efficient in cleaning the soil and preparing the bed 
for planting. It can break the clay into small pieces and  
improves its aeration. 
Autumn and spring are perfect times to till your soil. The use 
of hand tools takes more time and labour and is less effective 
than tillers. You only need to push to remove the grass with a 
tiller while the blade does its work. The tiller is for domestic 
garden use only. 
 
A big thank you to GIVIT for the continuous support they have 

given our community.   

Evelyn Schmidt — Buchan Neighbourhood House 

NEWS FLASH!  
Exciting news for the upgrade of the Rec Reserve Pavilion.   

A date has been set in late June for the installation of solar panels 
and battery as well as generator back up. This is the first step in 

providing  reliable access to a community energy source in case of 
power outages and emergencies.  

A small group has been brought together - tentatively named the 
Buchan Energy Security Team (BEST). The group’s plan is to  
research, explore options  and initiate community managed and 
social enterprise based solutions into the future. If this is  
something that interests you then please contact Evelyn Schmidt 
at the Neighbourhood House on 5155 9216 or  
buchanbnh@bigpond.com and you will be added to the  
mailing list.  





 





Buchan Football Netball Fixture 2022 

 

 

Round 10 Saturday, 18  June 2022 

Swan Reach Recreation Reserve 

Swan Reach v Buchan 

Round 11 Saturday, 25 June 2022 

Swifts Creek Recreation Reserve 

Swifts Creek v Buchan 

Round 12 Saturday, 09 July 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v Bruthen 

Round 13 Saturday, 16 July 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v Lindenow Sth 

Round 14 Saturday, 23 July 2022 

Omeo Recreation Reserve 

Omeo-Benambra v Buchan 

Round 15 Saturday, 30 July 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v  Swan Reach 

 

 

 
Parks Victoria & GLaWAC Update 

Buchan Caves Reserve 
A community 

 information drop-in 

session is being 

planned to provide 

detail on the final  

Buchan Caves  

Reserve Site  

Concept Plan, date 

to be confirmed. 

The new Buchan 

Munji Joint  

Management sign is 

now installed at the 

entrance to Buchan    

Caves Reserve.   

 

 

The Welcome to Krauatungalung Country sign is the first in a 

range of new interpretative devices to create a sense of 

GunaiKurnai cultural presence within the Buchan Caves  

Reserve. 

 

Balley Hooley 

In preparation for 

the new toilet block 

to be built at the 

Balley Hooley 

campground, two 

hazardous trees 

were fallen, and 

two others had 

deadwood  

removed, to ensure 

the safety of  

contractors while 

the toilet is being 

constructed, and for 

future visitor safety. 

New welcome sign recently  

installed at entrance to the Reserve 

Bairnsdale Tree Services removing 

one of the hazardous trees at Balley 

Hooley 

 

East Gippsland Shire Council 

Service Centres and Library Review 

 

 
Our service centres, call centre and libraries play an important 
role in our communities. 

We are undertaking a review of these services across the shire 
to ensure we balance community service proposition, look at 
areas of under or over servicing, and address how we service 
our growing service channels in a financially sustainable way. 

Council has resolved to consult with the community about  
recommendations in the review. 

Learn more and provide your feedback by: 

Visiting our Your Say engagement portal online at  
eastgippsland.vic.gov.au 

Contacting our Customer Service Team on 5153 9500 for a 
hard copy and feedback form. 

See our website for meeting links or details of meetings to 
be held in other towns. 
 

Feedback closes 30th June 2022 

eastgippsland.vic.gov.au 

(03) 5153 9500 

eastgippsland.vic.gov.au


Church Services 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further  notice.  
For service details contact  
Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets  
3rd Sunday of each month at 2.30pm.  
For details contact Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at 
the Neighbourhood House.  

Mobile Library bus days are held fortnightly on a  
Tuesday. 

 

The next service will be: 

Tuesday 14th June 

Tuesday 28th June 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 

am Buchan (near kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

Tuesday 5th July 2022 from 10.00am 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the Buchan 

Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

A reminder that Firewood  

Collection maps are available at the 

Neighbourhood House. 

 

Autumn firewood season is now 

open and firewood can be collected 

from 1st March to 30th June. 

    Ugly 

I’m very ugly 

So don’t try to convince me that 

I am a very beautiful person 

Because at the end of the day 

I hate myself in every single way 

And I’m not going to lie to myself by saying 

There is beauty inside of me that matters 

So rest assured I will remind myself 

That I am a worthless, terrible person 

And nothing you say will make me believe 

I still deserve love 

Because no matter what 

I am not good enough to be loved 

And I am in no position to believe that 

Beauty does exist within me 

Because whenever I look in the mirror I always think 

Am I as ugly as people say? 

(Now read bottom up) 

    by Abdullah Shoaib 

Pretty 

PLANNED ACTIVITY GROUP IN BUCHAN 
9.30am—2.30pm at the Buchan Recreation Reserve  
Pavilion. Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea will be 
provided.  
All community members in the district are welcome.  
Drop in any time during the session, even just for a  
cuppa. $14.40 covers attendance and all food.  
 
June 2022 dates: Monday 20th June 
   Monday 27th June 
 
Call Kate on 0409 957 308 for any enquiries. 

At long last, there will be a wake for Peter Schmetzer  

at 3pm on Saturday 16th July at the Buchan Pub.  

For catering purposes, please RSVP by 30th June to Debb 

on 5155 0202 or 0477 935 396, and leave a message  

  

 


