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The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, 
Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek,  
Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra,  
W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

The newsletter is delivered to every household in 
the district (on or around the 15th day of the month) 
and is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via 
Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House. All  
editions are available electronically at the State  
Library online site (Trove). If you are not receiving 
the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure 
that a copy is mailed to your address.  Newsletters 
can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST 
per 12 editions to anyone outside the district, or 
contact us with your email address and we can send 
an electronic version for free. Dates for submissions 
will be advertised in each edition and we welcome 
your contributions. Submissions closing date for the 
next edition is Wednesday 4th May 2022.  
We welcome articles and contributions from  
everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, 
agencies organisations and businesses to  send us 
their information. Submissions can be sent to  
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the 
Neighbourhood House. The Buchan Neighbourhood 
House takes no responsibility for opinions expressed 
by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.   
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and 
advertisements and to edit  submissions if  
necessary. All submissions should include the  
author’s full name, address and phone number, but 
may be anonymous if preferred. Buchan  
Neighbourhood House is open Monday to Thursday 
from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are $55 for 
12 editions or $5.50 per edition including GST. 
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RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition 



Gordon Scicluna  

from Nowa Nowa  

Plant Nursery Stall 

Saturday 14th May 2022  

from 9am – 12noon 

Outside the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 

Come and browse a wonderful selection of herbs,  

veggie seedlings,  cottage garden plants, native bushes  

and lots more – all at good prices.  

Cash and card payments accepted.  

All welcome! 

The Buchan Early Learning Centre 
Parents Committee would like to 
express their thanks to the generous 
women in the district who donated 
their precious time and ingredients 
to bake for our cake stall Fundraiser 
in March. Also we thank the local 
community for coming along and 
supporting us by purchasing on the 
day.  
The visitors to the Caves Reserve 
were rapt and couldn't believe the 
quality of goods.  

The next workshop will be held on Wednesday 

27th April at the Recreation Reserve starting at 

1pm.  New members are welcome to attend.  



Mornington Peninsula Square Dancers came to Buchan on 

Friday 25th, Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th March. Each 

evening from 8-10:30pm they square danced in the Hall and 

invited the community to come along and have a look. They 

will be returning 

to Buchan at 

some point and, if 

you’re interested 

in trying square 

dancing, will  

organise an  

introduction  

session on their 

next visit. 



Paul Kelly Concert 
Stockmans Camp, Buchan South 
Wednesday 16 March 2022 

After two postponements due to Coronavirus, locals 
were finally able to welcome Paul Kelly and his band to 
play a free open-air concert on the grassy fields of  
Stockmans Camp, Buchan South. 

The event, billed as the “Rural Recharge Community  
Concert”, was funded by the Victorian Government in aid 
of drought relief. 

An estimated 350 locals thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
as afternoon turned into evening, especially when Kelly 
and his band took to the stage, ably assisted by famous 
musical sisters Vika and Linda Bull. 

Kelly and his fellow performers were in fine fettle,  
playing a wide range of his hits and also some of his  
lesser-known songs. The crowd responded in great style: 
dancing began with the first song and did not cease until 
the very end of the show. 

The event was complemented by a wide range of  
excellent food provided free of charge by numerous food 
trucks attending the event. There was also a thriving bar 
which provided a few free drinks and plenty of chat and 
bonhomie. 

Attendees were heard to say that they could not  
remember an event that had engendered so much  
goodwill amongst the locals, or remember a time when 
so many had come together to converse, renew  
acquaintances and share some hospitality. 

Complimentary buses were also on hand to enable  
people to get to and from the gig safely and with a  
minimum of fuss. 

Thanks to everyone who put in so much hard work to 
create such an enjoyable event, with special mention the 
roadies and sound technicians who created a brilliantly 
crisp and punchy open-air rock sound for punters to  
enjoy.      

 

     Contributor: Peter Curry 

Fiona O’Loughlin 

Buchan Mechanics Hall 
Friday 1 April 2022 

 

Buchan locals were recently treated to a stellar comedy 
performance by the veteran Australian comedian Fiona 
O’Loughlin. 

The Mechanics Hall hosted the show for some 50 or 60 
patrons, with Forge Theatre technicians creating a  
quieter and more intimate atmosphere than your  
classical comedy show. 

Fiona eschews traditional stand-up tropes and tactics, 
building a slower but much more satisfying comedic 
performance via her bittersweet storytelling. 

Her stories are mostly at her own expense, ranging 
across her faults as a parent, her unsuccessful  
marriage, her alcoholism and the severe effect that has 
had upon her life. 

She also continually hints that her stories might be  
deliberately or accidentally enhanced or  
misremembered, as in the title of her recent book 
“Truths from an Unreliable Witness”.  

The effect of these comedic techniques – as well as 
Fiona’s own charm and warmth on the mic - was to 
build the gig from a quiet start to the point where the 
audience were laughing hopelessly at every part of  
every anecdote, and calling for the performance to  
continue for as long as possible. 

Fiona was kind enough to stick around after the show 
to have a bite and a cuppa with locals, and to sign  
copies of her book, event posters and whatever else 
came to hand.   

Special thanks to Ev and her team of workers/
volunteers from the Buchan Neighbourhood House, 
and of course to the Forge Theatre and Arts Hub for 
providing the administrative and tech support that 
made this event possible. 

     
      
     Contributor: Peter Curry 

Fiona O’Loughlin, Deborah Woodburn, Tara King, Vicki Hanman 







This is an article written on the 
18th March 2022, by Major  
General Peter Dunn, AO 
Former Commissioner, ACT  
Emergency Services Authority 
and Member of Emergency  
Leaders for Climate Action. 
The whole region around my 

home in Lake Conjola was devastated by bushfires back in 
January 2020. By February, we were flooded.  
I remember feeling frustrated, as my community was torn 
apart by one disaster after another, with little warning, or 
preparation. 
As a former Major General, and former Commissioner for the 
ACT Emergency Services Authority, I joined my colleagues in 
the Emergency Leaders for Climate Action (ELCA). ELCA 
formed to speak up through the media, call for urgent action 
to reduce emissions, and push for resources to prepare  
emergency services and communities for the next  
climate-fuelled disaster. 
But in the wake of the recent floods, it’s clear that the  
lessons from Black Summer still haven’t been learnt. If they 
had, this disaster could have unfolded very differently.  So, 
we’re speaking up again. 
Emergency Leaders for Climate Action (ELCA) is a group of 37 
former emergency services leaders who have dedicated our 
lives to helping others. For 506 days, we’ve been calling for 
state and Federal Governments to implement the  
recommendations from the Royal Commission into Natural 
Disaster Arrangements. 
If the recommendations from the Royal Commission had 
been fully and urgently implemented: 
* Communities would have been told to expect historic 
flood lines to be broken and could have made informed  
decisions to keep themselves and their families safe. 
* Emergency services and their teams would have been 
better prepared to respond. 
* Critical infrastructure, such as roads and bridges, 
would have been reinforced; keeping towns and cities  
connected. 
* Telecommunications would have been strengthened 
and remained operational, enabling people to get the help 
they needed. 
* Evacuation centres would have been well signed,  
accessible, and appropriately stocked with mattresses, food, 
and fresh water. 
Ultimately, the impact on people could have been less severe 
and the response would have been faster. More lives and 
livelihoods may well have been saved. 
Many Australians are hurting today, and they need real  
on-the-ground support. The Australian Defence Force (ADF) is 
there to help, and will help, but as global temperatures rise, 
climate-driven events like floods, cyclones and bushfires will 
only become more intense. 
Whether we like it or not, we are in a new era of disaster 
management, and our defence and emergency services are ill
-equipped to address the scale of the crisis we face.  
What we need now is transformative climate action. 
It’s time all Governments stepped up and prioritised our 
safety. 

We need to push for urgent action that will protect  

communities and give our emergency services a fighting 
chance against climate-fuelled extreme weather.  
Our local MP, Darren Chester, hasn’t yet signed the ELCA’s 
Community Protection Pledge. You can email him to ask him 
to do so at the link, below.  
Change happens when we all raise our voices together. 
 
https://emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/
community-protection-pledge/ 
 
Contributor:  Suzanne Davies - Emerald Link Advocate  

 
Community consultation on  

updates to Timber Release Plan  
and Timber Utilisation Plan 

VicForests is seeking stakeholder and community comments 
on proposed changes to both the Timber Release Plan (TRP) 
and the Timber Utilisation Plan (TUP). 
The TRP covers areas where we may conduct operations in 
state forests, including timber harvesting, while the TUP  
covers Community Forestry operations, predominantly  
occurring in the west of the state. 
The proposed changesinclude the addition of new coupes for 
harvesting and access, propose coupe boundary changes and 
remove coupes that have been successfully regenerated or 
are no longer required. These plans are updated regularly as 
part of VicForests’ planning process. 
VicForests Chief Executive Officer Monique Dawson said: 
“This consultation is a vital part of VicForests’ processes and 
we welcome feedback to any proposed changes to the TRP 
and the TUP. 
“Relevant information received through the consultation is 
fed back into our assessments for consideration before  
harvesting.” 
The consultation period for feedback is from 15 March to 12 
April 2022. 
In launching the consultation process, Ms Dawson said: “The 
regular updates to these plans are important to ensuring  
continuous supply of sustainably sourced timber to our con-
tractors, licensees and customers. It is essential we continue 
to meet our obligations to supply responsibly sourced timber 
in line with the Victorian Forestry Plan.” 
All VicForests’ timber harvesting and regeneration operations 
must comply with the regulations around responsible timber 
harvesting in Victoria, and are subject to oversight by an  
independent regulator. 
A schedule of proposed timber harvesting areas and maps 
are available at: 
 
www.vicforests.com.au/vicforest-forest-management/ 
ops-planning/where-vicforests-operates/proposed-trp 

www.vicforests.com.au/vicforest-forest-management/ 
ops-planning/where-vicforests-operates/proposed-tup 
 
Submissions can be provided via email  to:      
vfs.trp@vicforests.com.au or made in writing and sent to:  
VicForests, GPO Box 191, Melbourne, 3001 from 15 March 
until 5pm on 12 April 2022. 

https://climatecouncil.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d455466fca0b9545cc37099a&id=aaf641edfb&e=54ad569531
https://emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/community-protection-pledge/
https://emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/community-protection-pledge/
http://www.vicforests.com.au/vicforest-forest-management/ops-planning/where-vicforests-operates/proposed-trp
http://www.vicforests.com.au/vicforest-forest-management/ops-planning/where-vicforests-operates/proposed-trp
http://www.vicforests.com.au/vicforest-forest-management/ops-planning/where-vicforests-operates/proposed-tup
http://www.vicforests.com.au/vicforest-forest-management/ops-planning/where-vicforests-operates/proposed-tup
mailto:vfs.trp@vicforests.com.au


 



Buchan District community have the opportunity to make a 
WILL conveniently right here in Buchan. 
This is NOT a free service, a Legal Firm in Bairnsdale will be 
providing this service in Buchan at a fixed price for the  
community (for a standard will).  
For more complicated situations involving trusts etc, the fees 
will differ. Power of Attorney documents can also be  
created.   
Details of when and where to follow in the next few weeks. 
  
If you are interested in participating please send your details 
to Taylah from Gippsland Community Legal Service via email 
if possible taylah.alanis@anglicarevic.org.au or phone  
0448 257 451 

Please include the following  information in your email: 
 
Name 
Address 
Date of Birth 
Contact Number 
Also, state if your Will involves Trusts etc. 

 

You will need to include all names of those creating a will as a 

conflict of interest check has to be done prior. 

Please respond to Taylah as soon as possible so we can get 
the ball rolling. 

mailto:taylah.alanis@anglicarevic.org.au


Buchan Football Netball Fixture 2022 

Round 1    Saturday, 02 April 2022 

Swifts Creek Recreational Reserve 

Swift’s Creek v Buchan 

Round 2 Saturday, 09 April 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v Bruthen 

Round 3 Saturday, 23 April 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v Lindenow Sth 

Round 4  Saturday, 30 April 2022 

Omeo Recreation Reserve 

Omeo-Benambra v Buchan 

Round 5 Saturday, 07 May 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v Swan Reach 

Round 6 Saturday, 14 May 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v  Swifts Creek 

Round 7 Saturday, 21 May 2022 

Bruthen Recreation Reserve 

Bruthen v  Buchan 

Round 8 Saturday, 28 May 2022 

Lindenow Sth Recreation Reserve 

Lindenow Sth v Buchan 

Round 9 Saturday, 04 June 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v Omeo-Benambra 

Round 10 Saturday, 18  June 2022 

Swan Reach Recreation Reserve 

Swan Reach v Buchan 

Round 11 Saturday, 25 June 2022 

Swifts Creek Recreation Reserve 

Swifts Creek v Buchan 

Round 12 Saturday, 09 July 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v Bruthen 

Round 13 Saturday, 16 July 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v Lindenow Sth 

Round 14 Saturday, 23 July 2022 

Omeo Recreation Reserve 

Omeo-Benambra v Buchan 

Round 15 Saturday, 30 July 2022 

Buchan Recreation Reserve 

Buchan v  Swan Reach 

Buchan Caves Reserve Update 

The GLaWAC team have started work on the Cultural Trail 
located along the path to the Royal Cave, in between Fairy 
and Spring Creeks.  Alfie Hudson led a smoking ceremony to 
mark the commencement of the project. This is an important 
ritual that the team participate in before beginning any 
work. The trail will improve education and awareness of the 
cultural history of both the Buchan Caves Reserve, and the 
wider landscape of East Gippsland. Work will halt during the 
Easter school holidays, and recommence on the 26th April 
when the 5 posts that represent the 5 clans of Gunaikurnai 
will be installed, along with complimenting gardens and a 
hand carved seat in memory of Dylan Hood, Gunaikurnai 
Ranger who started the project.  

Cultural smoking ceremony held prior to GLaWAC NRM crew 
commencing work on new Cultural Trail at Buchan Caves  
 
Buchan Cave tours continue to fill on a daily basis.  Caves 
House and the campground are almost fully booked for the 
school holiday period for the first time in many years. Royal 
Cave tours will run daily every 15 minutes during peak times 
and Fairy Cave tours as per the normal schedule. 
The Junior Ranger program will be held in Buchan Caves  
Reserve over the Easter School Holidays with 2 sessions a 
day commencing at 11am and 2pm. Visit the Parks Victoria 
website to view the program www.juniorrangers.com.au. 
The Buchan Caves Visitor Centre is stocked in preparation for 
the school holidays. New stock arrivals include a range of 
stubbie holders, vests and bags, all made in 100% Australian 
Oilskin and 100% Australian Wool. 

 
Snowy River National Park Update 

Construction of the canoe launch at Balley Hooley is  
temporarily stalled while funding is transferred for the  
project. Parks Victoria is committed to building the facility 
and will progress the project as a priority.  

New items 

for sale in 

the  

Buchan 

Caves  

Visitor 

Centre 

http://www.juniorrangers.com.au


Church Services 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further  notice.  
For service details contact  
Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets 3rd  
Sunday of each month at 2.30pm.  
For details contact Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at 
the Neighbourhood House.  

Mobile Library bus days are held fortnightly on a  
Tuesday. 

 

The next service will be: 

Tuesday 19th April 

Tuesday  3rd May 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 am 

Buchan (near kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

Tuesday 3rd May 2022 from 10.00am 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the Buchan 

Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

Friends of Paynesville Library Inc. 

Short Story Competition 2022 

First Prize $300 

Second Prize $150 

Third Prize $75 

Entries close Friday 1st July 

Winners announced Friday 29th July 

Details and entry form can be downloaded from 

www.friendsofpaynesvillelibrary.com 

Entry fee $10 per story    3000 word limit 

As of Tuesday 12th April, when the Phoenix was going to print, 
the Buchan Rodeo was going ahead on Easter Sunday 17th 
April from 10am to 4pm — with a few changes. The Novice 
Barrel Race has been cancelled due to flooding and limited 
competitor parking.  
Public car parking will be in a paddock on Mackiesons Rd (on 
opposite side of road, approx 250m from grounds). Disabled 
parking will be in normal parking area. 
Get your tickets at eventbrite.com.au 

A reminder that Firewood 

Collection maps are  

available at the  

Neighbourhood House. 

 

Autumn firewood season 

is now open and firewood 

can be collected from  

1st March to 30th June  

(Autumn season). 

http://www.friendsofpaynesvillelibrary.com
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/buchan-rodeo-tickets-261650302097?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

