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The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, 
Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek,  
Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra,  
W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

The newsletter is delivered to every household in 
the district (on or around the 15th day of the month) 
and is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via 
Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House. All  
editions are available electronically at the State  
Library online site (Trove). If you are not receiving 
the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure 
that a copy is mailed to your address.  Newsletters 
can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST 
per 12 editions to anyone outside the district, or 
contact us with your email address and we can send 
an electronic version for free. Dates for submissions 
will be advertised in each edition and we welcome 
your contributions. Submissions closing date for the 
next edition is Wednesday 6th April 2022.  
We welcome articles and contributions from  
everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, 
agencies organisations and businesses to  send us 
their information. Submissions can be sent to  
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the 
Neighbourhood House. The Buchan Neighbourhood 
House takes no responsibility for opinions expressed 
by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.   
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and 
advertisements and to edit  submissions if  
necessary. All submissions should include the  
author’s full name, address and phone number, but 
may be anonymous if preferred. Buchan  
Neighbourhood House is open Monday to Thursday 
from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are $55 for 
12 editions or $5.50 per edition. 

Inside this issue 
 

 Paul Kelly concert coming up! 

 Fiona O’Loughlin show 

 Colour & Creativity workshops 

 East Gippsland Landcare update 

 Buchan Caves Reserve update 

 Anzac Day service details 

 Food & Fibre Industry courses 

 Deborah Woodburn ‘s contribution 

 Classifieds: get yours today! 

Note: The Rural Recharge Community Concert is for Buchan and District locals only. 

Buchan and District comprises of the following localities: Buchan, Buchan South, 

Timbarra, W Tree, Gelantipy, Butchers Ridge, Gillingall, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, 

Wulgulmerang, Black Mountain and Bete Bolong. (Continued on page 3) 



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition 

Justice of the Peace (JP) 

Arrangements can be made with  

Janice Coates 

Please call: 

0411 576 301 



Gordon Scicluna  

from Nowa Nowa  

Plant Nursery Stall 

Saturday 12th March 2022  

from 9am – 12noon 

Outside the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 

Come and browse a wonderful selection of herbs,  

veggie seedlings,  cottage garden plants, native bushes  

and lots more – all at good prices.  

Cash and card payments accepted.  

All welcome! 

Rural Recharge Community Concert—Paul Kelly, continued… 

Attendees will need to show proof of address by form of personal ID 

at the gate prior to entry. 

A free courtesy bus is available from Buchan, Buchan South and  

Gelantipy. Registration for these is essential when registering for the 

event. 

This is an all-ages event; parent supervision of children is required. 

Please bring a chair or a picnic rug as this is an outdoor event. 

No BYO. Food and beverages will be provided free of charge. 

Once registered tickets will be emailed to you for printing and will 

need to be presented at the gate. 

For locals who do not have internet access the Gelantipy Bush  

Nurses, Buchan Neighbourhood House or Buchan Bush Nurse Centre 

can assist you with registration. 

 

Please visit this website to register: 

events.humanitix.com/paulkellybuchan 

I have always been incredibly impressed by the quality of 
workmanship of my two favourite local roads, the one to  
Suggan Buggan and the one to McKillops Bridge. Both were 
built by unemployed men during the Depression, and involved 
mind boggling amounts of manual labour. I've always been 
especially taken by the rock walls built to bridge the sections 
above the often ridiculously steep drops and then backfilled. 
Dad used to talk about the project(s) when we travelled either 
road, and he first drew my attention to these amazing walls. 
Years later I built a small retaining wall here with each rock 
hooked over and behind the one below and felt I'd kinda 
cracked that code. Nigel is pretty sure the men who did this 
part of the road work were Italians with appropriate skills. 
There is now a landslide at the very start of the Black  
Mountain/Suggan road and Ian Dooley made me aware that 
it's probably where the smallest of these rock walls has given 
way. Probably, Ian says, because a tree killed in the 2019/2020 
fires had roots under the road and as they've rotted, coupled 
with the endless rain of this Summer, this little wall has been  
undermined. Sadly, when the appropriate authorities get 
around to repairing this slip it's a given that it's going to 
involve a lot of very ugly concrete. 
 
...... 
 
Fantastic to see that after overcoming assorted logistical and 
bureaucratic challenges, Tristan and Patrick are  
garnering such local support at 'The Willow'.  
I strongly encourage those of you who haven't "brunched" to 
do so. Mine was excellent. 
 
....... 
 
Our thoughts are with John and Tonia Rogerson  
following the loss of Robin, John’s wife and Tonia’s mother. 

……. 
 
And best wishes to Robert Moon who celebrated his 70th 
Birthday in February . 
 
            Contributor: Deborah Woodburn 

 
* Note: Due to a technical glitch, this piece did not  
appear in last month’s Phoenix, as it should have.  
Apologies to Deb.—Ed. 

events.humanitix.com/paulkellybuchan






 
 
 
 
 
 

Buchan Caves Reserve update 

Museum Victoria have submitted permits to explore 
Jampot, Foul Air, Mandlebrot and Nightshade caves in 
search of more megafauna bones to add to their  
research. When they have collated and refined their  
research, they are planning on coming back to Buchan to 
present their findings. This will provide more  
information on the area and its significance in helping to 
understand the megafauna period, roughly 1.6 million - 
10,000 years ago.  
 
Design plans to rebuild the Fairy Cave entrance structure 
has been approved by Heritage Victoria and will be put 
out to tender in the coming weeks. 

Geotech scanning of Royal Cave, Fairy Cave and Federal 
Cave has been completed and will provide 3D imagery of 
cave structures which will help manage risk within the 
cave systems. This work will also help to inform the  
stabilisation work needed to reopen the Fairy cave for 
normal tours and ensure visitor safety in the future. 

Planning has begun in partnership with Gunaikurnai Land 
and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC) on new 
roofed accommodation for Buchan Caves Reserve to  
replace the cabins and wilderness retreats burnt in 
the 2019-2020 summer bushfires. The new  
accommodation will be sustainable, accessible, and  
designed to improve the visitor experience and help 
stimulate the local tourism economy year-round. 

Staff took the opportunity to all come together at Spring 
Creek picnic area in February to farewell some valued 
and long-time employees: Robyn Benton has worked at 
Buchan Caves for over 20 years as both a Cave Guide and 
Information Officer; Heather Johnson for 14 years as 
both a Cave Guide and also assisted our rangers in park 
maintenance; and Andrew Symons for 5 years as a Cave 
Guide.  All have been significant members of the Buchan 
team and their strong customer service skills,  
professionalism and friendship will be very much missed. 
We wish them well. 

The halls and outdoor yard at the Caves House have  
recently had 11 black and white heritage photos of  
Buchan Caves Reserve displayed, giving visitors to the 
building a glimpse into the past. 

 
Buchan Caves Reserve team get together at Spring 

Creek picnic area to farewell valued staff 

 

  

 
Tulloch Ard update 

Contractors have recently graded Tulloch Ard Road and 

have commenced mulching the black wattle regrowth 

along roads in the Tulloch Ard area. Roadsides will be 

cleared 3-5 metres along the road edge.  

Historic photos 
on display in 
Caves House 
February 2022 



Buchan Caves Reserve update, continued… 
 

Local school students 
Buchan Primary School students helped plant 70 trees 
with the Buchan Rangers, Gunaikurnai Rangers and East 
Gippsland Landcare Network team to help revegetate an 
area of the North Arm.  Many hands make light 
work.  This project is part of the greater revegetation 
plan to support recovery of the Buchan Blue Wattle 
(Acacia caerulescens) in the Buchan Caves Reserve, 
North Arm, Moon Hill and Spring Creek areas, following 
the bushfires in summer of 2020. The project will include 
weed control and planting of local indigenous species 
that will also contribute to erosion control on heavily fire 
impacted sites across the Buchan Caves Reserve. 

Busy summer holidays 
The Buchan Caves Reserve has been absolutely pumping 
over the summer. People are back out and about, tours 
have been sold out days in advance, and the 
campground has been packed over the Christmas and 
New Year break.  
 
The great weather meant that we had all our facilities in 
full use - there were day trippers, nature lovers,  
campers, swimmers, hikers, junior rangers and many 
more. 

Singing in the caves 
The National Boys Choir of Melbourne, who are one of 
Australia’s finest treble choirs, visited Buchan on  
Monday 10 January and enjoyed a tour of the Royal 
Cave. The guides were treated to an amazing singing 
performance in the Princess Royal Chamber. 

Last month, a summary of results from market  

research about the Sea to Summit walk and nature 

experience in East Gippsland was released by the  

Victorian Government. 

The Sea to Summit was born, promoted and hard-

fought by Emerald Link advocates long ago. So the 

positive research outcomes are an excellent  

opportunity to celebrate the people in the community 

who have long believed in protecting and showcasing 

the diverse ecosystems of East Gippsland's forests.  

You can view the  summary report here:  

https://www.vic.gov.au/sea-summit-market-research-

summary-results 

https://www.vic.gov.au/sea-summit-market-research-summary-results
https://www.vic.gov.au/sea-summit-market-research-summary-results


Banking on the Future –  

the Establishment of  

the East Gippsland  

Community Seedbank 

The devastation caused by the 

Black Summer Bushfires saw the need for the re-

establishment of rare flora species, rare plant communities, 

critical wildlife habitat and food sources across our local 

landscape. This is a complex process, and one which the 

East Gippsland Landcare Network (EGLN) realised was  

going to be tricky since most seed sources for such  

vegetation had been burned.  

The species that survived did not produce much seed  

following the fires and, while we could source a few local 

provenance species from other seed banks, there were 

many species specific to our area that had not been stored 

in any great numbers or at all. It was this problem that 

EGLN sort to overcome for the future.  

What is local provenance and why does it matter? 

Local plant communities have evolved through the process 

of natural selection. This means the healthiest, strongest 

plants that are best adapted to local soil, rainfall and  

climatic conditions reach maturity. These are the plants 

from which we need to collect seed for local restoration. 

Ignoring provenance when growing seedlings means you 

risk planting a seedling adapted to coastal conditions into a 

high-country project site and vice versa.  

The species name may be the same, but there are  

sub-species to consider as well. For example, unknown 

provenance manna gum may survive in a bushfire  

regeneration site for a time, but often the seed sourcing, 

growing, planting and guarding is wasted because the  

seedling of coastal provenance can’t cope with the inland 

frost.  

So, what can we do? 

EGLN secured funding from the Foundation for National 

Parks & Wildlife (FNPW) to establish an East Gippsland 

Community Seedbank. This seedbank consists of a seed 

cleaning machine and coolroom in which specially selected 

seed can be stored for longer term use. This seedbank will 

store local provenance seed from individual areas around 

East Gippsland. When a community group has need of seed 

local to their area, they will then be able to get some out of 

the bank! 

However, a storage bank is no use without seed to be 

stored and that’s where community members can assist. 

Training in plant identification, seed collection and storage 

is available to any interested community member. We will 

be running a training course in Buchan and the surrounding 

area on 26/27th March. 2022. 

In addition, community nurseries are being set up in local  

areas - including one by Gelantipy Landcare Group due to 

the need for plants adapted to the high country. These 

nurseries will not only collect and store small quantities of 

seed specific to their area, but they will grow such  

seedlings so that they are readily available for planting. 

Anyone who completes the seed collection training course 

and has an interest in volunteering at a community nursery 

will then also be offered free propagation training.  

What’s next? 

If you are interested in joining the FREE training on 26/27th 

March, please contact Vicki Leris at Wildseed Nursery on 

wildseed.office@gmail.com or 0419 099 925 or Caroline 

McGuinn at EGLN on 0437 524 437 for more information. 

mailto:wildseed.office@gmail.com




LATROBE COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES FREE EVENTS 
FOR CARERS IN EAST GIPPSLAND IN MARCH 

The Latrobe Community Health Service (LCHS) Carer  
Programs team would like to invite you to join our free 
events programs for unpaid carers. There is no cost to join 
our events. 

 
COVID-19 has made it harder for people to get together as 
they usually would. We are doing our best to carry on with 
Carer programs, and have planned some exciting face-to-face 
and online activities to bring carers together. If you are  
interested in any events, please RSVP to Brenda Stobo  
1800 242 696 or email Brenda.Stobo@lchs.com.au 
 
Tai Chi  
Make sure you come and join us for some amazing Tai Chi 
with Cindy. 
DATE: Every Wednesday  
TIME: 12:30pm to 1:30pm 
LOCATION: The Bairnsdale Hub  

Health and Nutrition 
Kirsten Macintosh is going to come and have a talk with us 
around health and nutrition, which will include a little on  
diabetes as well.  
DATE: Friday 11th March  
TIME: 10am to 12pm  
LOCATION: Bairnsdale office — 68 Macleod St  
 
Peer Support Group 
This month for our Peer Support meeting, we will be watching 
a webinar on Medication the ins and outs of prescriptions and 
questions you should always ask your doctor.  
DATE: Tuesday 15th March  
TIME: 10am to 12pm  
LOCATION: Bairnsdale office — 68 Macleod St  

Information Evening  
To assist with those carers who do work through the week we 
have decided to organise an information evening so you can 
attend and see any webinars or talk about support that will 
help you. I will have as much information on hand as possible 
in the form of websites, print outs and contacts.  
DATE: Wednesday 16th March  
TIME: 5pm to 7pm  
LOCATION: The Bairnsdale Hub 

Craft Day  
For our craft day this month, we are going to try our hand at 
making some mosaics. 
DATE: Wednesday 16th February 
TIME: 10am to 12pm  
LOCATION: Bairnsdale office — 68 Macleod St  

 

 Art Therapy  
 Our art therapy classes have been welcomed and have 
 been very enjoyable so we will be continuing them and 
 introducing some new styles. 
 DATE: Tuesday 22nd March  
 TIME: 10am to 12pm 
 LOCATION: Bairnsdale office — 68 Macleod St  

Monthly Walk 
Let’s try again shall we for our trip to Nyerimelang  
Heritage Park.  
DATE: Thursday 24th March  
TIME: 11am to 3pm  
LOCATION: Nyerimelang, which is off Nungurner Road.  

Movie Evening 
Come and enjoy an evening at the movies. This will be 
for new carers or people that have not accessed events 
in the past. We will have 14 tickets to use anytime in 
March for any movie. 
DATE: To be used in March only 
TIME: Will depend on your personal situation 
LOCATION: Pick up at the office once you have  
confirmed with Brenda Stobo.  

St Patricks Picnic 
Come and join us for a fun picnic lunch and maybe even 
find a pot of gold as we celebrate St Patricks Day.  
Be sure to wear green and be warned we will be  
enjoying green treats!!  
DATE: Thursday 17th March 
TIME: 11am to 3pm  
LOCATION: Angusvale. If you need a lift please let me 
know and we can organise it for you.  

Dementia Support Group  
This month our Dementia Support Group will be  
watching a short webinar on Communicating with  
people living with dementia.  
DATE: Thursday 31st March  
TIME: 10am to 12pm  
LOCATION: Bairnsdale office — 68 Macleod St  

We will also be taking expressions of interest in a new 
computer/phone/tablet course that will be coming up. 
If anyone has any questions or would like to know more 
please don’t hesitate to give me a call or send me a 
message I’m here to help anyway I can.  

Brenda.Stobo@lchs.com.au        
Tel: (03) 5152 0506      Mobile: 0409 646 826   

mailto:Brenda.Stobo@lchs.com.au
mailto:Brenda.Stobo@lchs.com.au


The $250 Power Saving Bonus program has been ex-
tended to 30 June 2022 to support more eligible Victo-
rian households with their energy bills. 
 
The $250 Power Saving Bonus for Pensioner Conces-
sion Card holders and some Health Care Card holders 
(including JobSeeker, Youth Allowance, Austudy and 
Abstudy recipients) is now available. Before submitting 
an application for the bonus, please read the eligibility 
requirements. 

Eligibility Requirements 
You must be a Victorian residential energy consumer 
(i.e. have a residential electricity account). 
You must be receiving payments under one of the  
following concession programs: 
 
*  Centrelink Pensioner Concession 
*  JobSeeker, Youth Allowance, Austudy or Abstudy 
*  Department of Veterans Affairs Pensioner Concession 
*  Or hold a Department of Veterans Affairs Gold Card 
 
Pension Concession Card holders who are not receiving 
payments, and Health Care Cards holders who are not 
receiving Youth Allowance, JobSeeker, Austudy or  
Abstudy payments, are not eligible. 
 
Only one payment is available per eligible household. 
To apply or for more information, go to: 
https://compare.energy.vic.gov.au/  



Church Services 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further  notice.  
For service details contact  
Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets 3rd  
Sunday of each month at 2.30pm.  
For details contact Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at 
the Neighbourhood House.  

Mobile Library bus days are held fortnightly on a  
Tuesday. 

 

The next service will be: 

Tuesday 22nd March 

Tuesday  5th April 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 am 

Buchan (near kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

Tuesday 5th April 2022 from 10.00am 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the Buchan 

Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

Late last year the Buchan Football Netball 
Club was successful in receiving a grant 
through the East Gippsland Community 
Foundation as part of the Bushfire  
Recovery. We received a substantial 
amount to resurface the existing Netball 
& Tennis courts so that we can upgrade 

the facility for the community and have a safer, better surface 
to play on. We’re thrilled with this grant as these facilities have 
been in need of an upgrade for a long time! The project is due 
to be completed in the coming months. 
The Football and Netball season starts on the 2nd April with 
our first game being away in Swifts Creek, against Swifts Creek. 
Training is currently being held on a Wednesday night at 
6.30pm until the cricket season finishes. 
We welcome everyone to come on down for a run and a laugh 
or to spectate and show your support as the season is not far 
away!  
For further information, please contact Adele Turra,  
Secretary, Buchan FNC  E: buchanfnc@hotmail.com   
M: 0419 778 297 or  
Matt Whelan, President, Buchan FNC  M: 0407 915 805.   

Canni Creek Races this year was 

once again a successful day. 

Each year we donate profits 

back to our community,  

including to both the Buchan 

and Gelantipy Bush Nursing Centres, Buchan  

Kindergarten, Buchan Primary School, Buchan Football 

Netball Club, Buchan Pony Club and Buchan Cricket Club. 

After a lot of hard work the club is able to extend a shed 

three fold and take down a marquee and put up a  

verandah. 

A big thank you to our  

Committee and all the hard 

working volunteers without 

which our races wouldn’t  

happen. 

- Robyn Sandy, Treasurer,  

Buchan & Gelantipy  Racing 

Club. 


