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The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, 
Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek,  
Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra,  
W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

The newsletter is delivered to every household in 
the district (on or around the 15th day of the month) 
and is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via 
Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House. All  
editions are available electronically at the State  
Library online site (Trove). If you are not receiving 
the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure 
that a copy is mailed to your address.  Newsletters 
can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST 
per 12 editions to anyone outside the district, or 
contact us with your email address and we can send 
an electronic version for free. Dates for submissions 
will be advertised in each edition and we welcome 
your contributions. Submissions closing date for the 
next edition is Wednesday 2nd March 2022.  
We welcome articles and contributions from  
everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, 
agencies organisations and businesses to  send us 
their information. Submissions can be sent to  
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the 
Neighbourhood House. The Buchan Neighbourhood 
House takes no responsibility for opinions expressed 
by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.   
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and 
advertisements and to edit  submissions if  
necessary. All submissions should include the  
author’s full name, address and phone number, but 
may be anonymous if preferred. Buchan  
Neighbourhood House is open Monday to Thursday 
from 10.00am—4.30pm. Advertisements are $55 for 
12 editions or $5.50 per edition. 
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 Classifieds: get yours today! 

 The Willow  

Buchan Valley and Beyond 

The newly revamped  
Willow Café opened in late 
January and its owners, 
Tristan Dooley and Patrick 
Mongan, couldn’t be  
happier.  
Tristan and Patrick decided 
to buy the premises last 
year. They were visiting 
family in W Tree when 
they realised that the Café 
was for sale. 
After working abroad and 
in cities for years, they  
welcomed the opportunity 
to return to their rural 
roots. 

 
Tristan says that working at the Café is “not just a job, it’s a lifestyle”.  
He loves the Buchan Valley and District and describes the area as “soul 
charging”. The couple are keen to use local produce and grow some of their 
own on acreage in W Tree where they currently reside. They hope to make 
jams, chutneys and preserves to sell at the café. 
Make sure you order a coffee when you visit. The café is the first in East 
Gippsland to offer Padre coffee. Padre are specialty coffee roasters,  
wholesalers and retailers focused on ethical, sustainable growth. They were 
established in Melbourne in 2008 and have bases in Melbourne and Noosa. 
Their “Lucky Boy” espresso blend has flavours of vanilla, orange and  
hazelnut praline, and the beans are ethically sourced from Brazil and  
Guatemala. It’s delicious coffee! 
On the Café walls hang lovely artworks (for sale) by Jacqui Reid, friend and 
artist, who runs The Phoenix Gallery on Main Street in Bruthen. 
The Willow is happy to take informal reservations for breakfast, brunch and 
lunch – a heads-up phone call for a large group is always appreciated. 
Opening hours are Monday 8am-3pm, Thursday & Friday 8am-3pm,  
Saturday & Sunday 9am-3pm. Closed Tuesday & Wednesday. 
For further information, see The Willow Buchan Valley on Facebook and 
Instagram or phone 0430 378 357. 

Patrick Mongan and Tristan Dooley 



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition 

Gordon Scicluna  

from Nowa Nowa  

Plant Nursery Stall 

Saturday 12th March 2022  

from 9am – 12noon 

Outside the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 

Come and browse a wonderful selection of herbs,  

veggie seedlings,  cottage garden plants, native bushes  

and lots more – all at good prices.  

Cash and card payments accepted.  

All welcome! 



 

Below left: Tristan Dooley brewing coffee in the newly refurbished and reopened Willow Café in Main Street, Buchan. 

Below right: On their first day of trading, The Willow welcomed for lunch a jolly crew from W Tree. 

Note: 

The Rural Recharge Community Concert 

is for Buchan and District locals only. 

Buchan and District comprises of the 

following localities: Buchan, Buchan 

South, Timbarra, W Tree, Gelantipy, 

Butchers Ridge, Gillingall, Murrindal, 

Suggan Buggan, Wulgulmerang, 

Black Mountain and Bete Bolong. 

Attendees will need to show proof of 

address by form of personal ID at the 

gate prior to entry. 

A free courtesy bus is available from 

Buchan, Buchan South and Gelantipy. 

Registration for these is essential when 

registering for the event. 

This is an all-ages event; parent  

supervision of children is required. 

Please bring a chair or a picnic rug as this 

is an outdoor event. 

No BYO. Food and beverages will be  

provided free of charge. 

Once registered tickets will be emailed to 

you for printing and will need to be  

presented at the gate. 

For locals who do not have internet  

access the Gelantipy Bush Nurses,  

Buchan Neighbourhood House or Buchan 

Bush Nurse Centre can assist you with 

registration. 

 

Please visit this website to register: 

events.humanitix.com/paulkellybuchan 

events.humanitix.com/paulkellybuchan




Resilient Communities Smart Grid Pilot Project 
comes to Buchan 

  
The Resilient Smart Grid Pilot Project has grown from the 
Latrobe Valley Authority’s Energy Innovation Network’s  
response to the 2019/2020 bushfires.  The project was  
developed with many stakeholders and has received Latrobe 
Valley Authority funding. 
Bemm River and Buchan are the communities that will be 
the focus of the project.  The initial focus of the project is to  
upgrade a public building with smart renewable energy  
technology.  The equipment can be used to support  
community energy resilience during power outages due to 
technical malfunction or natural emergency.   
In Buchan this will provide power at the Recreation Pavilion 
for the community to access: 
*        Energy for personal communication device charging 
and telecommunications e.g. Wi-Fi  
* Climate-controlled spaces including air purifiers 
*        Safe storage, preparation and sharing food e.g.,  
cooking, freezer, refrigeration 
*        Other essential services that are a priority for the 
communities. 
How you can be involved 
Now that Buchan has been chosen as one of the pilot sites, 
the project is ready to connect with community members 
through workshops and conversations to design renewable 
energy systems.  The workshops will also ask how we can 
keep the community updated about the project as it moves 
along. 
The first conversation was held via zoom in January with 
representatives of the Recreation and Hall Committee,  
Neighbourhood House, Buchan and Gelantipy Community 
Recovery Committee, EGSC.  This provided information 
about the project and gathered advice from participants 
about the community benefits they would like from the  
project. 
A second workshop will be held on 22nd February at 2pm.   
At this zoom meeting there will be a broader discussion 
about how the community might use more renewable  
energy and reduce their grid power use and costs. This is 
part of a research project run by Federation Uni into setting 
up micro grids/smart grids and Fed Uni research staff will be 
in the meeting to discuss how Buchan community may  
benefit more broadly.  
There are no doubt members of the Buchan community who 
are keen to explore the community benefit of renewable  
energy, the potential for a more stable energy supply for 
Buchan and perhaps even community ownership of local 
energy production.  
Anyone one who would like to be part of the conversation 
can contact Evelyn Schmidt on 51 559 216 or  
0427 586 038 or email the Neighbourhood House:  
buchanbnh@bigpond.com 
     Beth Ripper 
     La Trobe Valley Authority 

Margaret Fraser, representing Hillside Quilting, has 

arranged to run a workshop on using the Starter Set of 

Westalee Rulers for quilting.   

 

Anita Ellis will be taking the workshop demonstrating 

the use of the ruler. 

Friday 4th March from 10.30am to 12 noon  

at Buchan Neighbourhood House. 

Please call Margaret at 0412 266 894 to book a place. 

For more information about the Westalee Rulers for 

quilting see www.hillsidequilting.com.au  

mailto:buchanbnh@bigpond.com


 
BUCHAN NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE — THE HEART OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 
Phone and Fax 5155 9216 | Mobile 0427 586 038 
Email: buchanbnh@bigpond.com 
Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am – 4.30pm 
Find us on Facebook -  
 

 
 
Vision: The Buchan Neighbourhood House continues to be a sustainable and viable community hub for the  
community of Buchan and District. 
 
Mission: To foster the development of a cooperative, sustainable and effective community through the provision  
of education, communication, support and information. 
 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
 
Services… 

Computer use and access to the internet 
Printing, laminating and scanning facilities 
Meeting and conference rooms 
Referral services 
IT help and assistance 
East Gippsland Shire outreach support 
Laptops available for educational or community use 
Equipment hire including data projector and screen 
Community information and support 
Governance assistance  

       Provision of a room for massage with Sharon Dent  
 
Drop in for a cuppa and a chat, or join us for community events, information sessions and courses. 
 
The Buchan Neighbourhood House provides the following programs and projects for the community of Buchan, 
and District: 
 
1. Community Newsletter - The Buchan Phoenix  
Buchan Neighbourhood House produces, prints and distributes the community newsletter. To be added to our 
email list or to place an advert contact info.buchan@gmail.com. The newsletter can be accessed at  
https://buchan.vic.au/ and via posts on Facebook. Hard copies can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST 
per 12 editions to anyone outside the District. 
 
2. Community Phone Book 
Buchan and District has a local phone book that can be purchased at the Roadhouse, General Store and  
Neighbourhood House. We do not add mobile numbers without permission. For changes to phone numbers, or if 
you would like your number, business or organisation to be added or updated, please contact us. 
 
3. New Residents Welcome Pack 
Contains all the local information that you need to know, including local services, groups, agencies, a list of local 
medical services and lots more. Copies are available online at the community website https://buchan.vic.au/.  
Hard copies are available at the Neighbourhood House. 
 
4. Community Website buchan.vic.au 
Buchan Neighbourhood House manages, updates and reviews the Buchan community website.   
Please contact us for any changes or additions. 
 

mailto:buchanbnh@bigpond.com
https://www.facebook.com/buchan.neighbourhoodhouse
https://buchan.vic.au/
https://buchan.vic.au/


5. Information Dissemination 
Via our emails and networks with other agencies, neighbourhood houses and government departments, we  
provide and promote services, programs and events in our region to our community using various online, printed 
and f2f (face-to-face) options. 
 
6. Advocacy  
As a not-for-profit organisation, we have an advocacy role for our Buchan and District communities with the 3 tiers 
of Government - Local, State and Federal, along with numerous agencies, to improve the quality of life of our com-
munities. We are a communications hub for these 3 levels of Government. We give feedback directly to Govern-
ment agencies and also announce the latest news available from Governments in the Buchan Phoenix  
newsletter, so our communities are well informed of opportunities, visits, challenges and grants.  
 
7. Community Resilience and Preparedness 
We prepare and assist the community with the review and distribution of the community Local Incident  
Management Plan (LIMP) and booklet. We manage, prepare and activate the community phone tree.  
We arrange community preparedness meetings with relevant agencies and the community.  
We assist EGSC with the operation of the Community Relief Centre. 
 
8. Events and information sessions 
One example is the Annual Biggest Morning Tea which is held in May. 
 
9. Classes, Courses and Workshops 
We conduct classes, courses and workshops including, but not limited to art & craft, gardening information and  
self- improvement. 
We respond to local needs when developing courses, classes and workshops. What we need from you is IDEAS of 
what you would like to learn –  either to improve your education, your work related skills or just learning in an  
informal setting such as art, craft, singing, music, etc... 
As long as there are enough people we can source teachers and provide a welcoming environment for coming  
together to explore your interests.  

 
Australian Centre of Further Education (ACFE) funded Courses and Classes 
Need information about using technology, including computers, tablets and mobile devices?   
We can help!  Contact the House and make an appointment for one-on-one f2f assistance. 
 

 
Learn Local courses currently being offered in term one 2022: 
Digital Matters in Bairnsdale 
Digital Essentials in Buchan and Bairnsdale   



 

 

 

 

Buchan Caves Reserve – Parks Victoria / GLaWAC update  

The Buchan Caves Reserve has been absolutely pumping!  

People are back out and about, tours have been sold out days 

in advance, and the campground has been packed over the 

Christmas and New Year break. The great weather meant that 

we had all our facilities in full use - there were day trippers, 

nature lovers, campers, swimmers, hikers, junior rangers and 

many more. 

Daily cave tours have been sold out during the peak period, 
once again proving very popular with visitors.  More than 
8,500 tickets were sold in December and 12,600 in  
January.  The Guides have delivered 30 cave tours per day  
in the Royal and Fairy Caves with tours running every 15 
minutes, starting from 9.15am through to 3.45pm, and a late 
tour at 5.00pm.   
 
Fairy Cave tours reopened Tuesday 21 December and  

continues to be very popular. The tour has been altered to 

avoid the rockfall area which requires stabilisation works to be 

completed before the full tour can recommence. 

The National Boys Choir of Melbourne, who are one of  
Australia’s finest treble choirs, visited Buchan on Monday 10 
January and enjoyed a tour of the Royal Cave. The guides were 
treated to an amazing singing performance in the Princess 
Royal Chamber. 

A Community Drop-In session was held at Buchan Caves  
Reserve on Monday December 13th to present the DRAFT  
Concept Plan, and options for the pool and other projects. 
During the session, 19 community members took advantage of 
meeting to discuss the Draft Concept Plan and to provide  
feedback. Parks Victoria and GLaWAC will commit to providing 
specific project timelines in the Buchan Phoenix updates when 
they are available. Another Drop-In session is planned for 
March.  
Below: New Guides Tom and Hayley ready for the first tour in 
Fairy Cave 21 December 2021 

Below: The National Boys’ Choir of Melbourne performing in 
the Princess Royal Chamber 

Below: North Arm camping at full capacity and visitors  

enjoying swimming at the Buchan Caves Reserve river flat in 

the Buchan River.   

Below: Drop-in session at Buchan Caves 13 December 2021 



Parks Vic/GLaWAC Balley Hooley update, continued... 

Quotes have been received for construction of the canoe 

launch which will involve minor earth works to enable vehicle 

access, a new gate and further planning. Recent heavy rainfall 

has raised the river height and work will commence in autumn 

when conditions allow. 

Other work continues around Balley Hooley, keeping staff 

busy with planning and on ground works: 

*  Picnic table and bollard installation at Balley Hooley 

Campground 

*  Brush cutting of Basin Creek Falls Walking Track 

*  Reinstatement works along the walking track from One Tree 

Hill to Balley Hooley Campground 

*  Procurement of 400 tonne of road base material for Tulloch 

Ard Road for DELWP to undertake grading works 

*  Procurement process for mulching Balley Hooley, Basin 

Creek Falls and Jacksons Crossing Roads has been completed. 

 

This program is jointly funded between DELWP and PV, with 

works overseen by DELWP. These roads are only some of the 

sections being completed in the overall 180km program of 

mulching in this area and around Timbarra. 

 

Below: Site of the planned canoe launch at Balley Hooley 

 Below: Installation of new park facilities at Balley Hooley 

Buchan Maintenance Works Commencing 

The East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority 

(EGCMA) will be commencing maintenance works  

including weed control and revegetation along the 

Buchan River which will run over the next three years as a 

component of Protecting Fire Impacted Waterways program. 

Following on from the September article, the works are due 

to commence in early 2022. Works will build on those  

previously conducted by the EGCMA in  

partnership with landholders, to protect and maintain the 

Buchan River from erosion and weed invasion. 

EGCMA CEO, Graeme Dear said “partnerships with  

landholders plays a vital role in the EGCMA’s work in  

improving waterway health into the future.” 

The project also supports Traditional Owners to  

connect with Country, with the NRM crew from the 

Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation 

(GLaWAC) engaged to carry out the maintenance works. 

If anyone would like further information about  

partnering with the EGCMA or about the work we are doing 

on the Buchan River please contact us by email at 

egcma@egcma.com.au. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

As we start another year, East Gippsland Shire Council and Bushfire Recovery Victoria would like to acknowledge 

Community Recovery Committee (CRC) members across East Gippsland. Your local CRCs have been leading  

recovery efforts and building resilience in community following the 2019-20 Eastern Victorian bushfires.  

Thank you for your huge contributions, you have achieved so much. Your work is integral to the region’s recovery.  
 
Buchan, Gelantipy and Districts progress  
 
Buchan, Gelantipy and Districts Renewal Association Incorporated (the CRC) are busy developing their Community 
Recovery Plan based on information collected through a  
community survey and ongoing committee meetings.  
 
The CRC have identified the Buchan Recreation Reserve, Nature 
Based Playspace, and Tourist Destination Planning as priority 
projects. A grant application has been submitted to the NRRA to 
upgrade the Buchan Recreation Reserve.  
 
To learn more, visit buchananddistrictsrenewal.com.au   
 
Insure it. It’s worth it. 

Damage from a storm, flood or fire can require a lot of money to 

fix.   

If you and your family were affected by an emergency, could you 
repair, replace and rebuild your most valued possessions? 

Whether you’re an owner or a renter, there are insurance  
products on the market that can cover your home and  
household possessions. You might be surprised to discover how little it can cost to get enough insurance to cover it 
all.   Visit insureit.vic.gov.au to find out more.  

 

LER Round 3 Opens 14 February 
 
The final round of Local Community Projects Grants, funded under the Local Economic Recovery Program, opens 
Monday 14 February and closes Monday 11 April 2022 11.59 pm.  

Grants will be available for projects in business, economy and tourism, Aboriginal community recovery, wellbeing, 
environmental and infrastructure recovery.  

Successful projects will build a sense of community pride and connectedness, achieving the aspirations and  

priorities of local communities.  

For more information, to speak to someone or apply, visit vic.gov.au/brv-LER-grants 
 

http://www.buchananddistrictsrenewal.com.au/
http://www.insureit.vic.gov.au/


The National Recovery and Resilience Agency and Rotary Australia  
Community Outreach Events are coming to local communities in 
February 2022 to provide support and advice on the drought, 
bushfire, flood and other challenges. 
 
These events will bring together all levels of government, charities,  
not-for-profit and agricultural organisations to support farmers 
and rural and regional communities living through the immediate 
and longer-term effects of drought. 
 
Rotary will be distributing $500 vouchers (eligibility to be  
determined) to drought-affected households and conducting  
community well-being activities. This includes farmers and farm 
workers.  

These outreach events provide an opportunity for face-to-face, 
confidential conversations with farmers and community members 
experiencing difficulties to catch up with friends and neighbours 
and find out what support is available during tough times. 
 
The Community Outreach Events, part of the Australian 

 Government’s Drought Community Outreach Program, are coming to the following towns in February 2022: 

 
 If you’re in the area, come along and say g’day! 

Date Location Time 
Monday 14 February Omea Soldiers Memorial Hall 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Wednesday 16 February Nowa Nowa Public Hall 10:00am –2:00pm 

Thursday 17 February Buchan Mechanics Hall 10:00am – 2:00pm 

Friday 18 February Mallacoota Mudbrick Pavillion 8:30am – 12:30pm 

Council’s  latest newsletter is available at: https://

www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/my-council-my-

community-newsletter 

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/my-council-my-community-newsletter
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/my-council-my-community-newsletter
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/my-council-my-community-newsletter


Australia’s Newest Mountain Trail Bike  

Event Series Announced 
The creators of the iconic Cape to Cape and Port to Port MTB 
stage races announce the Quad Crown MTB Series to launch 
across Australia in 2022 with East Gippsland first cab off the 
rank.  
A collective of four carefully curated mini stage races, across 
four of the most scenic parts of Australia, the Quad Crown is 
Australia’s newest MTB series – incorporating the best trails 
and stunning iconic scenery paired with the best local  
hospitality.  
Each of the four events will run over selected weekends 
spanning the 2022 calendar and take place in a different part 
of the country, starting in East Gippsland (VIC), then the  
Sunshine Coast (QLD), travelling south to NSW in September 
and finally down to Devonport (TAS) to end the series. 
Specifically designed for the “Weekend Warrior” wanting to 
discover the challenges of stage racing, it’s a chance to  
combine some great riding on beautiful trails, with a  
weekend away in a region you may not have visited before.  
Event Director Jason Dover said, “The team has  
carefully reviewed the extensive trail network in East  
Gippsland and believes the infrastructure is perfect to provide 
riders with a challenging event across plenty of distance, 
whilst showcasing the perfect adventure destination for riders 
to enjoy.” 
So how does the Quad Crown work?  
With something for everyone, riders can choose their  
preferred combination of destinations and courses. Each of 
the four events boasts a crowned winner with prize money 
for elites and podium glory for age groups. However, to be 
clear – you can make the weekend to be whatever you like 
with flexibility in passes and options. Will there be a Quad 
Crown King and Queen? You bet! 
The Quad Crown MTB Series inaugural event in Victoria’s East 
Gippsland, runs across the weekend of 25th – 27th  March, 
2022 and embraces its unrivalled variety of landscapes.  
Descending the trail network around Lakes Entrance, Nowa 
Nowa and Bairnsdale, the event takes in the vast waterways 
of the famous Gippsland Lakes, a spiderweb of trails through 
Man from Snowy River country and the frolicking hills and 
grand old trestle bridges of Colquhoun Forest.  
East Gippsland Shire Council Mayor Cr Mark Reeves said he is 
excited to welcome the inaugural race of the Quad Crown. 
“We’re proud to be able to showcase our region’s  
beauty to thousands of riders. Competitors will get to tackle 
some world-class mountain biking trails while experiencing 
superb scenery and friendly local hospitality,” Cr Reeves said. 
“Mountain biking is a fast-growing tourism market, and we 
welcome the influx of two-wheeled activity into our shire.” 
“Our trails are just a part of what makes East Gippsland the 
perfect getaway destination, so be sure to book in a few extra 
days so you can explore our beaches, mountains and  
wetlands, wineries, breweries and farm gates, and pubs,  

restaurants, cafes – and bike shops,” Cr Reeves said. 
Each of the four events follows the same format. Friday will 
see riders arrive in town and settle in before a Prologue Ride 
and Welcome Dinner at one of the regions’ best-known  
providers. Stage 1 on Saturday kicks off with a 50km+  
cross-country ride in the morning, backed-up by an afternoon 
sprint stage that will be around 30km in length.  A rider  
function and presentations will round out a big day. The third 
and final stage on Sunday is a 45km+ loop course with final 
presentations and post-event refreshments to celebrate the 
weekend’s wins and swap war stories. 
Registrations start at just $170. A full weekend pass  
early bird special is now available at $330 + GST and includes 
all 4 courses, timing chip, race plate, Park and Forest fees, 
insurance, and rider gift. 
Visit www.quadcrownmtb.com.au for your chance to ride, 
explore and compete in Australia’s newest MTB event series.  
The Quad Crown East Gippsland is proudly supported jointly 
by the East Gippsland Shire Council and Destination  
Gippsland. 

 

https://buzzmarketing.cmail20.com/t/r-l-trudlrty-bjtitzkkd-r/






Australians are urged to get in early and sign up for the  
country’s largest community-based environmental event, Clean 
Up Australia Day (Sunday 6th March 2022), as the environment 
feels the effects of a COVID-19 hangover.  
 
The opening of volunteer registrations comes after lockdowns 
and changed habits fuelled a significant increase in household 
waste. The last two years have seen significant increases in  
single-use plastics, alongside unprecedented numbers of face 
masks, takeaway coffee cups and food packaging littering our 
footpaths, parks and beaches.  
 
Clean Up Australia Chairman, Pip Kiernan, says it’s more  
important than ever to protect Australia’s unique environment 
by stepping up on Clean Up Australia Day. “The environment is 
still experiencing the impact of the pandemic,” said Ms Kiernan. 
“Our habits changed during COVID and most of these haven’t 
been kind on the environment. Surges in online shopping, meal 
delivery services and the use of disposable face masks and 
coffee cups, mean the environment is feeling the after-effects of 
the pandemic in ways not seen before,” added Ms Kiernan.  
 
Four in five Australian households made an online purchase in 
2020 alone . Over 5.5 million Australians aged 14+ (26.5%) used 
meal delivery services last year and less than 4% of soft plastics 
are recycled in Australia, despite it being the most lethal  
consumer plastic for ocean wildlife.   
 
If you can’t join a Clean Up, Ms Kiernan urges Aussies to make a 
donation to Clean Up Australia. 100% of funds raised through 
donations are allocated to the provision of educational  
resources and clean up materials provided free of charge to 
community, school and youth groups across the nation, all year 
round.  
 
To register or donate, please visit: cleanup.org.au  
 
Clean Up Australia Day – Sunday 6 March 2022  
Schools Clean Up Day – Friday 4 March 2022  
Business Clean Up Day – Tuesday 1 March 2022  

What do you do …. with penguins by two? 

 
One day, while down at the seaside, George said to  
Jenny, “Let’s go and see the baby penguins.” 
Jenny was overjoyed, while Frank overheard George’s 
remark and said, “What baby penguins?”  
Emma said, “You mean the little penguins, sometimes 
called the fairy penguins.”  
“Enough of the biology class, Emma,” said George.  
Emma said, “I just wanted him to get it right, Dad.” 
“Are you all ready? Then let’s go!”  
Just then Tobias raced in and said “Yaaa. Where are we 
going?”  

 

George drove them all down to Phillip Island, where they 
went to the sanctuary to see the penguins. There they 
waited for the little penguins to come back.  

Jenny saw a small box with a door in the side, lying 
amongst the sand and vegetation. The box was made out 
of wood, and it looked alone in the sandhills. The guide 
said that this was a penguin hutch, where they raised 
their chicks. And if they were very quiet, they might see 
the female penguin looking out for her mate. Sure 
enough, she poked her head out and looked around. 

Within a short time, there was a flutter on the waves and 
the little penguins came out of the water. 

The female penguin they’d seen in the hutch came out in 
full view. She looked around and appeared excited. Then 
a male penguin came up the beach and the female ran 
towards him. The two flapped their wings and made 
sounds to each other, then the male entered the hutch 
with the female close behind him.  

The children were emotional about this – they’d never in 
their wildest dreams imagined that two penguins could 
be just like their Mum and Dad, especially just like when 
Dad got home after a hard day’s work. 

George kept in touch with the park ranger, who told him 
that there was a baby penguin in the hutch that night. 
The rest of the family were overjoyed at the news. 

So, what do you do when you see penguins by two?  
Admire them, and realise that they are just the same as  
human beings. 
    Contributor: David Bloom 
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Church Services 
 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates 
Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the 
month at 9am until further  
notice.  
For service details contact  
Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets 3rd  
Sunday of each month at 2.30pm.  
For details contact Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at the 
Neighbourhood House.  

Mobile Library bus days are held fortnightly on a Tuesday. 
 

The next service will be: 

Tuesday 22nd February 

Tuesday 8th March 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 am 

Buchan (near kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

East Gippsland Shire  libraries have bounced into the 21st 

century with the installation of a new library management 

system. Now live at all six libraries throughout the shire, East 

Gippslanders will reap the benefits of this cutting-edge  

technology now and well into the future. After 18 years the 

system has been updated and there’s a lot to look forward 

to. What does mean for you? A new-look catalogue with 

amazing search capabilities—Most items in the catalogue 

now have an image of the book cover you’re searching for.  

For more information visit the Libraries page on our website.  

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

Tuesday 8th March 2022 from 10.00am 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the Buchan 

Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

Justice of the Peace (JP) 

Arrangements can be made with  

Janice Coates 

Please call: 

0411 576 301 

Cricket Club Community Dinners— Home Games 2022 

Buchan v Lucknow 19th February 

Buchan v St Marys Nagle 5th March 

Buchan v Lindenow 1  12th March 
 
As this is a DELWP building, attendees must be  fully vaccinated.  
Other than that get down there early to catch a bit of local cricket 
talent and enjoy a relaxing arvo and feed .  
This is supported by our local Shire Council. 
 
Any queries call Ean Free on 0499 460 402  

The Presbyterian Women’s Missionary 
Union (PWMU) Cookbook Committee 
has donated several copies of their 
book to the Neighbourhood House.  
Their gift is provided as part of the 
churches ongoing support 

to communities in East Gippsland. 
First published in 1904, this latest  
collection of over 150 recipes includes a 
selection of Australia’s most tried-and-
tested treats including lemon meringue 
pie, scones, shortbread and steamed 
pudding. 

 
Feel free to visit the Buchan  
Neighbourhood House and  grab a copy! 


