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The newsletter is delivered to every household in the 
district (on the/or near to the 15th day of the month) 
and is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via  
Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House. All  
editions are available electronically at the State Library 
online site (Trove). If you are not receiving the  
newsletter please contact us and we will ensure that a 
copy is mailed to your address.  Newsletters can be 
posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST per 12 
editions to anyone outside the district, or contact us 
with your email address and we can send an electronic 
version for free. Dates for submissions will be  
advertised in each edition and we welcome your  
contributions.  Submissions closing date for the next 
edition will be Thursday 4th November 2021. We  
welcome articles and contributions from everyone and 
encourage our local clubs, groups, agencies  
organisations and businesses to  send us their  
information. Submissions can be sent to  
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the  
Neighbourhood House. Advertisements are $55 for 12 
editions or $5.50 per edition. 

The Buchan Neighbourhood House takes no         
responsibility for opinions expressed by contributors 
to the Buchan Phoenix.  The Editors reserve the right 
to reject articles and advertisements and to edit  
submissions if necessary. All submissions should  
include the author’s full name, address and phone 
number, but may be anonymous if preferred.   
Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to 
Thursday from 10.00am—4.30pm. 

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Phoenix is distributed to the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, 
Buchan South, Buchan East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek, Gelantipy, Gillingall, 
Glenmore, Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra, W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   
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 Sporting Shooters Association news 

 Parks Victoria update 

 Planned Burns in your area 

 Covid Vaccination Economy Trials 

 Renewal Association update 

 Buchan Mainstreet Linkages Project 

 Buchan District Recovery update 

 Colour and Creativity workshops 

 Remembrance Day gathering 

 Classifieds: get yours today! 

The Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (Victoria),  
East Gippsland Branch, have hosted 3 Junior Shooting days over the 
last five months at the Buchan Rifle Range.  
The aim of this program was to introduce interested youth in the  
district to safe firearm use and training, as well as opening up the 
range to people who drive past twice a day, but may have never been 
in to see what it’s about.  
The program has been well supported by the youth in the district and 
there are some very impressive shooters amongst them. It’s terrific to 
see a local facility welcoming new members and showing great  
mentorship.   
A special acknowledgment must go to the donors from Tenterfield, 
NSW, who funded this project, and to the SSA EG Branch members. 
Their donations ensured that there was no cost to the junior  
participants. 
A reminder that the rifle range is open the 1st Sunday (preferred day 
for juniors to join but they are welcome anytime), 2nd Wednesday 
and 4th Sunday of the month. Contact Steve Waddell for more info — 
0428 982 369.     Contributor - Sophie Sandy  



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT WATER — 

SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED   HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED     ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 

Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition 

Justice of the Peace (JP) 

Arrangements can be made with  

Janice Coates 

Please call: 

0411 576 301 

Gordon Scicluna from Nowa Nowa  

Plant Nursery Stall 

Saturday 13th November 2021  

from 10am – 12noon 

Outside the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 

 

Come and browse a wonderful selection of herbs,  

veggie seedlings,  cottage garden plants, native bushes  

and lots more – all at good prices.  

Cash and card payments accepted.  

All welcome! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Big Bear Donut Fundraiser Thank You 
 
The staff and students at Buchan Primary School would like to 
acknowledge and thank the Buchan Gelantipy and Districts for 
their support of our school fundraising effort in Term 3.    
In consultation with Big Bear Donuts, the school was able to 
offer this very delicious fundraising opportunity to you.  
With $5 from every box of 6 donuts sold going back to the 
school, we sold 83 boxes of donuts which equates to 498  
donuts! Thank you for supporting this one-off event. 
Kindest regards 
Sarah Walker 
Acting principal 

Buchan Heritage Group 

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 9th November 

5:00pm at the Old Post Office 

All welcome. 

Contact Rhonda Coates—Secretary 

0427 170 714 

We are seeking new members to be 
a part of the Football & Netball Club 
as we would really like to see more 
locals on the committee to help 
form decisions for the future of the 
club. 

We are also seeking  expressions of 
interests for a canteen manager. 

Please contact us via email to buchanfnc@hotmail.com 

Regions To Show The 
Way In Vaccinated  
Economy Trials 
The Victorian Government 
will conduct trials in  
businesses and events 
across highly vaccinated 
parts of regional Victoria 

to help our state open progressively as a vaccinated  
economy when we meet the key double-dose thresholds in 
our Roadmap. 
Up to 20 vaccinated economy trials will test systems and  
support in the fortnight before Victoria is aiming to reach the 
key 70 per cent full vaccination mark on 26 October,  
triggering greater freedoms for vaccinated people. 
Scheduled to start from 11 October, it is anticipated the trials 
will cover hospitality, hairdressing, beauty services and  
tourism businesses, and events such as race meetings,  
community celebrations and concerts – allowing higher  
patron numbers with all attendees confirmed as being fully  
vaccinated. 
As regional areas with high vaccination rates and low or no 
COVID-19 cases the Bass Coast, Greater Bendigo, Pyrenees, 
Warrnambool, Buloke and East Gippsland municipalities will 
be the first invited to participate in the trials. 
The Government will work with local councils and industry 
bodies to help identify suitable businesses and events for the 
important fact-finding exercises. 
The trials will confirm the best processes for establishing  
vaccination status, with work underway on how  
Commonwealth vaccination data can be best integrated with 
the Service Victoria app. 
Pending the outcomes of the first phase, a second phase of 
trials using 80 per cent double dose settings will be held,  
prior to Victoria achieving that threshold. The progress of 
these trials will be subject to health advice and ensuring the 
safety of regional communities from any potential COVID-19  
infections. These trials will be used to hold larger events in 
metropolitan Melbourne to test the systems and  
technologies with larger crowd sizes. 
Training for staff, supports for business owners and public  
communication of vaccine requirements will also be part of 
the trials. Support officers will be deployed on the ground to 
ensure trials run smoothly and participating businesses  
receive the assistance they need. 
As we reach the key vaccination thresholds of 70 per cent 
and 80 per cent double dose in Victoria’s Roadmap to Deliver 
the National Plan, greater numbers of fully vaccinated  
people will be able to participate in many settings including 
outdoor gatherings, funerals, weddings, religious gatherings 
and entertainment and hospitality venues. 
In regional cafes and restaurants, the patron cap increases to 
30 people for indoor spaces and 100 people for outdoor  
spaces once we reach the 70 per cent double dose  
vaccination – on the basis that all patrons and staff are fully 
vaccinated. Without confirmation of vaccination status, there 
is no change to existing settings. 
For more information on Victoria’s roadmap to reopening, 
visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au 
 
(Accessed on 7th October: www.premier.vic.gov.au/regions-
show-way-vaccinated-economy-trials) 





 



Buchan Gelantipy and Districts Renewal Association 

Committee Update –  October 2021 

Flying Doctors Generous Donation from Howard Steer  - 

Windmill Blades Bring Vibrant Messages  

Campbell and Tom from the Royal Flying Doctors Service delivered three 

beautifully painted windmill blades. The Southern Cross windmill blades 

were generously donated by Howard Steer. The blades depict outback 

scenes, and the Flying Doctors caricatures Howard has specialized in.  

One of the pieces has printed on it: “Don’t Shut the Gate on Mental Health”. Steer is a well-known artist 

who has for many years generously donated to the Flying Doctors Service. After hearing about the fires 

Steer promised a donation to our community as he was aware of our connection to John Flynn. Anne has 

some of Steers’ prints available at the Bush Nursing Centre if you are interested in his work.  

You can also view his work on: https://www.howardsteerart.com.au  

  

 

    Tom and Howard  

 

          Kate and Anne receiving the donations from Tom 

Community Renewal Plan 

 

At the start of 2021 we supported an Interim Priority Plan so that we could get some priority projects 
ready for any funding opportunities as they came up. Our intention was always to develop a Community 
Renewal Plan. 
 
We are now working through developing a Community Renewal Plan.  When we have a draft, we will let 
you know as we would love to hear your feedback to make sure that we have got it right! 
The first part of the development is to establish our community vision.  We have already collected  
responses from the broader community about the vision. You may remember when we did the  
community survey last year, we asked you “what three words would you use to describe your vision for 
this District”?  Some of the words are displayed below - the bigger the word, the more times it was said! 

https://www.howardsteerart.com.au


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We are using this valuable feedback as well as other community contributions such as information out of 

previous Buchan and District Community Plans.  Look out for our draft community vision as we’d love 

your feedback. 

The other part to developing our plan is to establish community priorities.  We currently have a list of 

over 100 priorities – many were contributed from you through community survey last year.  Some have 

also come out of previous community plans that are unactioned.  We know our community can’t do them 

all so we will go through a prioritisation process to determine which are the greatest importance and  

address our community’s needs.  Look out for our draft priority list as we’d love your feedback. 

 

Community Boxing Classes 

 

After an interrupted program to the youth and adult boxing classes, we are 

thrilled to be supporting the next round of classes. 

Excitingly the program is going to be mixed up a bit to ensure more people can 

participate. 

 

Classes are on Wednesday evenings at the Buchan Recreation Reserve: 

 5pm – Primary School age 

 6pm - Men’s Session 

 7pm – Open Session 

The sessions have already commenced and there are still plenty spaces available.  You don’t need any 

experience nor equipment.  The sessions are FREE. 

For more information, please give Community Boxing Class organiser extraordinaire, Sophie Sandy, a call 

on 0439 288 998.  Or you can just turn up on Wednesday night. 

Upcoming community events 

Don’t forget to let us know if you have ideas for community events.  We have been given an event       

support budget so keen to make these happen once the community can safely congregate again. 

If you have any ideas, please let one of the Committee know. 

Contact Us 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BuchanGelantipyDistrictRenewal 

Website:  https://buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au/ 

Email:  bganddra@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/BuchanGelantipyDistrictRenewal
https://buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au/
mailto:bganddra@gmail.com






 

The ongoing challenges of drought, fire and COVID-19 is  
creating stress for many people. If you, your neighbour over 
the fence or down the road, or a friend needs someone to 
talk to we encourage you to look into the below resources. 
 
Rural Financial Counselling Service Gippsland is free for all 
primary producers. Call 1300 045 747. 
 
Rural Aid is committed to supporting rural communities and 
aims to reduce stress, depression and suicide in rural areas. 
Call Darren Devlin on 0432 441 046 for more information or 
Rural Aid on 1300 327 624.  
 
Lifeline is a national charity providing all Australians with  
access to 24-hour crisis support and suicide prevention  
services. Call 13 11 14.  
 
I Farm Well - https://www.ifarmwell.com.au/ - is a practical 
online tool kit to help Aussie farmers manage life’s challenges 
effectively and get the most out of every day.  
 
Weathering Well - https://www.weatheringwell.com/ - is an 
innovative, digital mental health and wellbeing tool designed 
for Australian farming communities experiencing adversity 
from drought and other climatic events.  
 
The National Farmers’ Federation Farm Hub - https://
farmhub.org.au/ -  holds a wealth of information to support 
farmers.  
 
Black Dog Institute - https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/ - 
has a wide range of bushfire support strategies, information 
and resources for long-term health and wellbeing. 

This program is specifically targeted to help parents of 
teenagers (13+ year olds) and is totally free of charge.  
In the interests of supporting parents in the Gippsland 
region we are very happy to offer this program in a new 
live online format. 
The program will be delivered over 3 Tuesdays from 

11.30am -2.30pm on October 19th 2021— October 26th 

2021— November 9th 2021. 

Please contact:  

Mark Brookes 

Group Work Facilitator Uniting Gippsland 

P: 03 5662 5150   M: 0438 204 437  

E: mark.brookes@vt.uniting.org 

September edition out now — https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/my-council-my-community-newsletter 

https://www.ifarmwell.com.au/
https://www.weatheringwell.com/
https://farmhub.org.au/
https://farmhub.org.au/
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/
mailto:mark.brookes@vt.uniting.org


Parks Victoria Update 

Buchan Caves Reserve is 

OPEN!  With the strong  

support from Gunaikurnai 

Land and Waters Aboriginal 

Corporation GLaWAC, First 

Peoples - State Relations 

(previously Aboriginal  

Victoria) and Heritage  

Victoria the temporary vehicle and pedestrian bridges have 

been completed and the park reopened to visitors on  

22 September 2021 in time for the school holidays. 

Free above ground tours are now available for visitors,  

bookings are required.  The guided tours are being trialled and 

feedback from visitors that have taken a tour is  

extremely positive.  The new tours are: 

Buchan Caves Reserve Ranger Walk: Bring the whole family to 

walk and talk with a Ranger on a guided tour through the  

valley of Buchan Caves Reserve. Learn about the unique story 

of the Hugh Linaker plantings and the history of the reserve. 

Moon Hill Ranger Walk: Take a hike up Moon Hill with a  

Ranger and learn all about the geology of the Buchan Caves 

Reserve and how we are working to revegetate the area  

following the recent fires. 

Bookings can be made at: www.parkstay.vic.gov.au/buchan-

caves-cave-tours 

The Caves remain closed to visitors due to Covid restrictions 

on indoor tours. 

In partnership with the East Gippsland Landcare Network the 

recovery of the Buchan Blue Wattle (Acacia caerulescens)  

project, around the  Moon Hill and Spring Creek area, is  

underway. The project is funded by a Biodiversity Bushfire 

Recovery grant to support the revegetation of the Buchan Blue 

Wattle following the Black Summer 2019/2021 bushfires.  

Works underway include weed control and planting of local 

indigenous species that will also contribute to erosion control 

on heavily fire impacted sites in the Buchan Caves Reserve.   

100 Buchan Blues have been planted on Moon Hill by Parks 

Victoria and Gunaikurnai Rangers so far.  Further community 

tree planting days will be held once Covid restrictions ease. 

Post bushfires, damaged trees have become a significant risk 

to public safety and require ongoing management in Buchan 

Caves Reserve.  The remainder of the hazardous tree material 

will be removed from the park visitor areas from 11th through 

to the end of October 2021. 

The Buchan pool was closed as it was not compliant with the 

Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009. Parks Victoria 

and Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation 

(GLaWAC) are working with Heritage Victoria investigating the 

scope of works required to reopen the pool to the public  

safely and sustainably. 

Snowy River and Alpine National Parks  

The Parks Victoria team ensured that sites around the Snowy 

River National Park were ready to welcome the return of  

regional visitors for the September school holidays.  

Picnic tables and bollards for campsite definition have been 

ordered for Balley Hooley (the Junction) and will be installed in 

November, along with directional and entry signage. 

Signage has also been ordered for Suggan Buggan, Wilsons 

Cave and Basin Creek Falls and will be installed in coming 

weeks.   

Brush cutting of Tulloch Ard walking track is aimed to be  
completed prior to Melbourne Cup long weekend, with  
directional signage and seats to be installed prior to December 
2021. 
 
The access track to Native dog campground has been graded 
and resheeted in sections. 











Church Services 
 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates 
Road, Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the 
month at 9am until further  
notice.  
For service details contact  
Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church,  
Main Street, Buchan. No services are held at present. 
 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Café Church meets 3rd  
Sunday of each month at 2.30pm.  
For details contact Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at the 
Neighbourhood House.  

Mobile Library bus days are held fortnightly on a Tuesday. 
 

The next services for 2021 will be: 

Tuesday 19th October 

No service on Tuesday 2nd November public holiday 

(Melbourne Cup) 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 am 

Buchan (near kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

 

2021 Library schedules available at the Neighbourhood House 

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

Tuesday 9th November 2021 from 10.00am 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 

Naturopathy, Herbal and Homeopathic remedies 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   

Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 
 

$70 one-hour session  
* Gift vouchers available * 

 
For further information and bookings contact the Buchan 

Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent  
by email at  

 
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

The OAA is continuing with the monthly opportunities to 
learn more and share knowledge about a variety of topics on 
organic food production, gardening, and related subjects. 
 
These fun and informative sessions are organised for the first 
Thursday of each month, 1.00pm to nominally 2.00pm at 
the Organic Centre, 14 McKean Street, Bairnsdale. 
 
All events are outdoors - please observe the current  
Covid-safe regulations. 
 
Thursday 4th November 
Gardening Tools - Selection, use and maintenance. Including 
demonstration of sharpening and care of tools.  
Presenter: Stephen Cross. 
 
We are hoping to plan a Social Day for members in  
December. More details will be on our website and emailed 
to members closer to the time, Covid regulations allowing. A 
chance to meet other members, compare notes and enjoy a 
celebration of the year past in a relaxed manner. 
 
Members and non members all very welcome. 
 
You must register for these events.  
Please email:  organics@oaa.org.au  or phone/text:  
0429 889 479 

FOR SALE 
 

Top loading washing machine.  
Has a couple of dents that don't  

affect its performance.  
$25  

 
Deborah Woodburn   

5155 0305 

https://www.oaa.org.au/finding-us.html
mailto:organics@oaa.org.au?subject=%27Grow%2BYour%2BKnowledge%27%2BRegistration%2Bor%2BEnquiry

