
Buchan Phoenix 

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Neighbourhood House takes no         
responsibility for opinions expressed by contributors 
to the Buchan Phoenix.  The Editors reserve the right 
to reject articles and advertisements and to edit  
submissions if necessary. All submissions should  
include the author’s full name, address and phone 
number, but may be anonymous if preferred.   
Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to 
Thursday from 10.00am—4.30pm. 
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Rising from the ashes… 
Communication for the community by the community 

March 2021  Issue 53 
Produced by Buchan District Outreach Inc. trading as  
Buchan Neighbourhood House A14882S 

The newsletter is delivered to every household in the district (on the/or near to the 15th day of 
the month) and is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at Buchan                
Neighbourhood House.  All editions are available electronically at the State Library online site 
(Trove). If you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure that a copy 
is mailed to your address.  
Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST per 12 editions to anyone     
outside the district, or contact us with your email address and we can send an electronic version 
for free. Dates for submissions will be advertised in each edition and we welcome your  
contributions. Submissions closing date for the next edition will be  Monday 5th April 2021. 
We welcome articles and contributions from everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, 
agencies organisations and businesses to  send us their information.  Submissions can be sent to 
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the Neighbourhood House. Advertisements are $55 
for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition. 

Includes the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, Buchan South, Buchan 
East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek, Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore,           
Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra, W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Buchan-Gelantipy and District  community are invited to a 
FREE performance at Buchan Mechanics Hall on Saturday,  
May 22nd at 7:30pm or Sunday, May 23rd at 3:30pm.  
 
Songs from the Valley is a live audio-visual performance by  
Buchan residents Cindy Lee and David Swift who have  
composed a diverse range of original songs inspired by tales – 
tall and true – of the area.  
 
We look forward to gathering together to celebrate a tiny 
town in a big country; enjoying the richness of the stories,  
people and places of our town. 
 
Due to the hall size and COVID restrictions we need you to  
register your interest by the end of April by emailing us with  
how many people in your party at:  
ravenandthedove@bigpond.com or by calling the Buchan  
Neighbourhood House on 5155 9216. We will contact you  
closer to the show with tickets.  

 
This is a bushfire recovery project proudly supported by  

 



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT 

WATER — SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED  

             HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED      ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 



Important Numbers and Websites 

Lifeline: 13 11 14 
https://www.lifeline.org.au/ 

 
Mensline Australia: 1300 789 978 

https://mensline.org.au/ 
 

Kids Help Line: 1800 551 800 
https://kidshelpline.com.au/ 

 
1800RESPECT: 1800 737 732 

https://www.1800respect.org.au/ 
 

Family Relationships 
Online: 1800 050 321 

https://www.familyrelationships.gov.au/ 
 

Maternal and Child Health Line: 13 22 29 
 

Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636 
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/?&scp=true 

 
Parentline Victoria: 13 22 89 

https://www.esmc.com.au/index.php/2017/11/08/parentline-victoria/ 
 

ParentZone: 5135 9555 
www.anglicarevic.org.au/what-we-do/supporting-families/

parentzone/ 

https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=0d10a7475b&e=4e4c6b410b
https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=69aabb74a3&e=4e4c6b410b
https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=ff5bc6c805&e=4e4c6b410b
https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=8feeeef43d&e=4e4c6b410b
https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=64faf1c1b8&e=4e4c6b410b
https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=d5efc782dc&e=4e4c6b410b
https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=156bf53cc5&e=4e4c6b410b
https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=c8fea3a24b&e=4e4c6b410b
https://orbostneighbourhoodhouse.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7214f1e3b28291cb4a00f663f&id=c8fea3a24b&e=4e4c6b410b


 

Buchan Gelantipy and Districts Renewal Association 

Update – March 2021 

 

Annual General Meeting and Community & Family Fun Day 
 
Reminder: we have scheduled our Annual General Meeting for Sunday 14 March 
2021 at 12pm.  This is our first AGM and will be run as part of our Community & 
Family Fun Day. Drop by for our short meeting to hear all of the achievements 
the Committee and Association have made over our first 12 months.  

 
The Community & Family Fun Day starts at 11.30am and we can now confirm: 
 
* Wacky Wombat Entertainment will run several sessions throughout the day starting at 11.30am 
* The Rapid Relief Team are super keen to be back in Buchan providing the Community with lunch 
* Fifteen-minute massage therapy for weary and tight heads and necks! 
* An Ice cream van 
* A local musician playing your favourite acoustic songs  
 

Don’t forget to bring your own picnic rug or chair! 
 
Meetings, Meetings, Meetings! 
 
Over the last fortnight we, along with many in our community, have attended meetings specifically       focused on 
Buchan, Gelantipy and Districts.  On Tuesday 23 February, Tony Pearce, Inspector General for Emergency Manage-
ment held sessions in Gelantipy and Buchan.  These specifically focused on            recovery 12 months since the 
fires.  Each session was well attended and provided the opportunity for our community to provide feedback on 
what has worked well and what hasn’t in the recovery space.  The  Inspector General will include our feedback in 
the Phase 2 report which will be tabled in Parliament at the end of June 2021. 
On Wednesday 3 March, Major General Andrew Hocking Deputy Coordinator for the Engagement and Operations 
of the National Bushfire Recovery Agency also visited Gelantipy and Buchan.  Major Hocking was also interested in 
the recovery journey of our community but from a Commonwealth Government perspective. Major Hocking also 
met with a group of local teenagers to understand what their recovery journey has been like.   
The Renewal Association Committee also met with local Parks Victoria representatives on Tuesday 2 March.  This 
was an opportunity to hear where fire impacted Parks Victoria visitor areas and assets were up to in the replace-
ment program and to work through improved visitor offerings across the District    including the current mainte-
nance of picnic areas, campgrounds and weed management. 
 
Our website goes live 
 
Our new website has gone live at www.buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au! The aim of our website is for community 
members and visitors to the district to find out more about the recovery process after the 2019/2020 bushfires. 
The website includes information about our current committee members, how the committee works, resources for 
the community and is home to all minutes from our regular meetings and upcoming meeting dates.  It is a work in 
progress and will continue to be added to as more projects and initiatives turn into action!  We value our Commu-
nity’s feedback so please be in touch if you have any ideas or suggestions. 
 
Keep up to date with the Committee 
 
To keep up to date with our meetings and goings on please join the Buchan Gelantipy & District Renewal Facebook 
Group at this link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/235203110897841. Or visit our website at 
www.buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au  or email us at bganddra@gmail.com 

http://www.buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/235203110897841
http://www.buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au
mailto:bganddra@gmail.com




Hello from the Buchan and District Bushfire Recovery Hub!    
A big part of recovery is connectedness and coming together, something we couldn't do last year. With this in mind, we are 
now focusing on any events and opportunities that the community would like to see.  
So, come to the Hub with any suggestions!  
 
Have Your Say How Our Community Heals  
We have a discussion panel around child and youth health and wellbeing attending the Rec Reserve Pavilion on the 26th March 
from 3pm – 4:30pm. This is an opportunity for you to engage with attending services and discuss presenting issues within our 
community. We’re asking you to let us know what you’d like the panel of experts to discuss. This is anonymous and we will 
have a speaker read out the questions for our experts to answer. To participate, please answer these few short questions 
online https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KR9P5W6    
All community members are welcome to attend and have a BBQ afterwards. Please contact Rebecca to register for catering 
purposes on 0407 281 123.  
 
We celebrated the Wulgulmerang playground’s re-opening   
On Friday the 5th at the Rec Grounds we got the chance to come together as a community and celebrate the new playground! 
This playground was funded by DELWP to replace the one we lost in the fires. Thanks to everyone who attended our re-
opening and made it a great afternoon. And thanks to our partners at DELWP and the Red Cross for making the day happen.   

Community and Family Fun Day   
14th March is going to be a fun day of music, food and kid’s activities! The day will include the Association’s first meeting, so 
come along and hear all of the achievements made over the first 12 months. The event is free and will have something for 
everyone. Contact Suzie on 0429 467 794 for more information.   
 
Relationships Australia Victoria (RAV) supports the community through the Hub  
Julie Watkinson is one of the Bushfire Counselling and Support service team members, working with RAV. She 
has experience in counselling and working with primary and secondary school-aged children.  
Our service can offer counselling support, skills development and coping strategies to help parents and children. An interview 
with the parents is always conducted before working with the children to assess the needs of the  
children and/or their family.   

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KR9P5W6


 
Julie will be visiting the Hub every Thursday between 10:30- 3:30pm to offer counselling appointments.   
Please contact the Hub if you’d like to make an appointment with Julie.  
 
Alternatively, you can contact the Bushfire Counselling and Support Service directly on 1800 001 068 or visit  
www.rav.org.au/bushfiresupport for more information.  
 
As always, we are here when you need and when you’re ready. 
 
The Buchan Hub Team    
5609 Buchan-Orbost Rd, Buchan VIC 3885  |  buchanhub@brv.vic.gov.au    
Open Monday - Friday 10am-4pm or by appointment  
 

Local Community Project Grants Open 15 March 2021 

Applications for round two of the LER Local Community Project grants will open on 15 March, with $14.6 million available for 
projects that support local recovery and build a sense of community pride and connectedness. More information, as well as a 
Registration of Interest form, available at: www.brv.vic.gov.au   

Organisations wanting to apply for a local community project grant are strongly encouraged to complete the online  

Registration of Interest, and will be connected to Bushfire Recovery Victoria to discuss their project. Projects already funded 

under the Victoria LER program include $8 million in economic programs to support jobs, apprenticeships, farmers and  

businesses, $6.7 million in local community projects addressing community recovery priorities and $32.9 million in regional 

economic recovery and stimulus projects. 

The LER program is just one avenue of funding available to support community recovery. We are working at the pace of  

community. If you have a project idea, contact 1800 560 760 or visit a local Bushfire Recovery Hub to discuss it with our staff 

who can provide assistance from start to finish, including help with identifying alternative funding options.  

Practical support from local suppliers is available to Community Recovery Committees to assist with the grant application  

process, such as grant writing and project scoping. 

For more information please visit www.brv.vic.gov.au   
 

Rebuild Support Rebates 

The Victorian and Commonwealth Governments have made up to $27,000 in rebates available for landowners whose  

properties were destroyed or significantly damaged by the 2019-20 Eastern Victorian bushfires.  

These rebates are available across three programs:  

 up to $20,000 in rebates is available to support households in East Gippsland, Towong and Alpine Shire Councils to  

replace their rainwater and septic tanks on their primary place of residence  

 up to $2,000 in rebates for geotechnical assessments of their site for residents in East Gippsland and Towong Shire  

Councils  

 up to $5,000 in rebates for assessments to support a planning or building permit application for residents in East  

Gippsland and Towong Shire Councils.  

 

To find out more about these rebates visit www.melbournewater.com.au/bushfire-rebates  

Alternatively, you can also access the Rebuild Support Service via the East Gippsland Shire Council. They will link you to a range 
of other services, supports and grants that aim to help you rebuild successfully and safely.  
 
For more information go to www.vic.gov.au/rebuilding-support  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.rav.org.au_bushfiresupport&d=DwMFAg&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=qy0Pkem7VRGrVhTbLbzRH6kLMtKfXBCf2z6rd-NHeNZ-n1G78UfMKjmFOfdAGb6O&m=3zCJfSUZvHIOp5BjabagfYV-9HEsNWPqE6GatdMrH9w&s=kCzQTnRxvSRpkokUY_u5kurlKNX
mailto:buchanhub@brv.vic.gov.au
http://www.brv.vic.gov.au
http://www.brv.vic.gov.au/
http://www.melbournewater.com.au/bushfire-rebates
http://www.vic.gov.au/rebuilding-support


We all had a great time at the Bruthen Sew What 

Group visit, making dishcloths at the Neighbourhood 

House on Wednesday 3rd March. 

We started the afternoon with lunch and the best sponge 

cake with strawberries and cream from the Roadhouse. 

The room was filled with chatter and the sharing of stories 

about our sewing and crochet projects, coeliac   

(gluten intolerance) and our bushfire experiences with the 

Bruthen gals.   

We had such a good time that we are having another  

afternoon on Wednesday 7th April from 12 noon to 4pm.   

This time it will be bring a plate to share for lunch and 

bring your art and craft work from home or if you like or 

your  

completed dishcloths and show us all how you went.   

Otherwise just come for a great social afternoon. 

We are arranging a future Buchan trip to reciprocate the 

visit with Bruthen and travel over to there soon and will 

advise once we have a confirmed date.   

Thank you to Annie and Paula at the Bruthen and District 

Neighbourhood House for assisting us in arranging this 

visit. 

 



CWA BACK IN BUCHAN 

The Country Women’s Association of Victoria is coming back to Buchan for another visit. 

Following the very successful “Drop in and have a Cuppa Day” late last year, there has 

been a groundswell of renewed interest in the CWA among the women of Buchan.   

This interest has encouraged East Gippsland Group President, Dianne Scott, and  

Chairperson of the State Membership Committee, Joanne Alderman, to design an  

information session which will give insight and an overview of the benefits of being part 

of the CWA. 

Started by three independently-minded and influential women in 1928, their aims for the CWA were to promote friendship, 

families and strength of community.  Concerned by the return to the cities of soldier settlers and their families and the looming 

crisis of the Great Depression, they knew it was vital for the women of remote settlements to feel they were not forgotten and 

that help, support, knowledge and the hand of friendship was nearby.  

The aims of the CWA have not changed over the years and members are still focused on friendship and their local communities.   

Women of not just Buchan, but surrounding towns such as Gelantipy are all invited to come to an informal and relaxed  

information session where they will find out more about the organization and how joining and forming a local branch can make 

a big difference.  Discover how you can learn and share skills, how you can help build an inviting community and become part 

of our State-wide family who advocates for the well-being of women in every walk of life. Details are: 

Date: Thursday 18 March 2021 

Time: 11:30am – 2:00pm 

Where: Buchan Recreation Reserve, 5609 Buchan-Orbost Road, Buchan 

A light lunch will be provided so please RSVP for catering numbers 

RSVP Joanne Alderman joanne@tccaustralia.com or phone 0419 320 934 

mailto:joanne@tccaustralia.com


Plan now for your firewood needs 
Firewood collectors across Gippsland are being urged to start planning their fire-
wood needs as part of the opening of the autumn collection season. 
Designated firewood collection areas opened across Victoria on 1st March, allow-
ing communities to gather wood for personal use. 
Forest Fire Management Victoria Gippsland’s Deputy Chief Fire Officer, Geoff Con-
way said: “We are anticipating an increased demand for firewood this autumn due 
to a range of impacts, including the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the 
2019/20 bushfires. 
“We are urging people who rely on firewood for heating and cooking to consider 
all energy options, including purchasing firewood from local merchants selling legally obtained wood. Financial assistance is 
also available for people on low incomes who purchase firewood or wish to transition to other energy sources,” Mr Conway 
said. 
“For more information please visit: https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/energy-concession-and-support 
“Where firewood supply is scarce, priority access can be given to particular sections of the community such as local residents, 
Traditional Owners and those who depend on firewood for heating. This is managed at a regional level, so local factors can be 
accounted for.  
“In Gippsland, firewood collection areas are being more realistically mapped for the benefit of communities to reflect where 
firewood can be practically and legally collected. 
“Many firewood collection areas have changed from block areas to linear roadside areas where firewood can be collected 
within 50 metres of a road. 
“There will be firewood available in some districts in VicForests coupes and along fuel breaks and planned burn boundaries for 
a short time before the planned burning program starts in those areas. 
“We want to remind the community that firewood can only be taken from designated collection areas in State forests or parks 
during approved collection seasons and is for personal use only and cannot be sold,” Mr Conway said. 
“Designated collection areas are selected for a range of reasons including the availability of firewood, community safety, and 
to protect sites of cultural and environmental significance. 
“It’s important to stay within collection limits, which are in place to prevent households stockpiling large volumes of firewood 
from public land and denying others a supply. 
“Collection limits include taking a maximum of two cubic metres per person per day and a maximum of 16 cubic metres 
per household per financial year. 
“The felling of trees and cutting of hollow logs for firewood is also prohibited. Hollow logs and dead trees provide critical     
habitat for a wide variety of native species.” 
In addition to collecting firewood safely, remember to be COVIDSafe. - wear a fitted face mask, follow physical distancing     
directions, use hand sanitiser and observe group size limits. 
Firewood collection from roadsides is managed by local government agencies and usually requires a permit. Residents are  
encouraged to contact their local councils directly for further details. 
Under the Forest Act 1958, people who collect firewood outside designated collection areas or season or take more than the 
maximum allowable amounts can face fines of up to $8,261, or a maximum penalty of one-year imprisonment or both, if the 
matter goes to court. 
The autumn season closes on 30 June. Further information, including interactive online maps, will be available once the season 
opens at www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood 

2020/2021–2022/2023 Joint Fuel Management Program and maps 
 
Details of fire operations activities in each DELWP or CFA district, including burn 
areas and locations, are available on the FFM website https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/
bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/joint-fuel-management-program or come in to 
the Buchan Neighbourhood House for a printed map. Detailed maps are available in 
both CFA and DELWP district format for the Joint Fuel Management Program across  
Victoria.  
Comments are welcomed all year round and you are encouraged to have input into 
all parts of the strategic and operational planning process. Please contact your local 
DELWP, Parks Victoria or CFA office. 
The Joint Fuel Management Program is the state-wide program of works to manage fuel on public and private land over the 
next three years. It is a significant step in implementing the Safer Together program, working towards an integrated and risk 
focused bushfire management approach. It demonstrates the Country Fire Authority (CFA) and Forest Fire Management      
Victoria's (FFMVic) commitment to working as one sector, planning and delivering fuel management activities across public and 
private land. Including a greater sharing of resources, vehicles and other equipment, with CFA local brigade involvement on 
public land burns, and FFMVic involved beyond public land boundaries. 
The Joint Fuel Management Program (JFMP) is updated each year with the latest information, and built on the latest  
long term Bushfire Management Strategies. 

https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/energy-concession-and-support
http://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/joint-fuel-management-program
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/joint-fuel-management-program
https://www.safertogether.vic.gov.au/
https://www.safertogether.vic.gov.au/strategic-bushfire-management-planning


Remembering the day my dad spoke on a  
video-phone 

Zoom, Skype, What’s App—you may even have a 
phone that  sends live images of the people you 
are talking to. So what’s new about this?  

You started using these applications some time 
since 2010 to 2015. Well, let me tell you, they 
were about well and truly before that. 

In 1964, or thereabouts, I sat down for dinner 
with my family and was told by my father that he 
had been using a video-phone to see one of his 
colleagues and that they were doing the same 
with him. You see, my Dad was an employee of 
the old PMG, or Post Master General’s              
Department, before they got sold off to form 
Telstra (formerly Telecom) and Australia Post in 
the early 1960s. Many of you will not remember 
that time. I was in my final year of high school, 
and we had a great physics teacher. He told us of 
a new invention that would cook your dinner in 
seconds. I can’t remember what he called it, but 
it turned out to be the microwave. 

But, getting back to my father. He described the 
video-phone as looking like a landline phone 
attached to a television. If you get what I mean. 

Did you know that television, supposedly the 
brainchild of Logie-Baird, was simply the       
combination of various other devices such as 
radio, the oscillator, and other things, and that 
Logie-Baird put it together in 1924? He first saw 
scenes of places that were not too good, but 
when he saw his hand he realised that an image 
of a person could be transmitted. This was only 
for one-way speaking, though, and it wasn’t until 
a few years later that an actual two-way         
conversation took place. 

So you see, to coin a phrase, the programs such 
as Zoom, Skype, What’s App, and others, came 
about. 

So when I say “See you” I mean it in more than 
one way. 
      
- David Bloom 





Free public transport 21-28 March 2021 
Victorian Senior Victorians and Carer Card holders are being  
encouraged to get back out there and enjoy Victoria with 8 days of 
free public transport from 21 to 28 March 2021. 
Providing there are no restrictions in place, the free public transport 
week has been arranged for March 2021, after the October 2020 
Seniors week was pushed back out due to Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
and public health guidelines. 
Victorian Senior Card holders and Carer Card holders will be able to 
jump on public transport for free to visit attractions across  
Melbourne as well as regional and rural locations for a variety of 
exciting activities and attractions. 
 

 

Where you can go 
You’ll be able to travel for free on all public transport in Victoria, including: Melbourne trains, trams and buses, and 
Regional trains, coaches and buses (including regional town bus services). 
With V-Line bookings opening from Tuesday 2 March 2021, cardholders can get out of the city and visit the Bendigo 
Gallery for the 70s fashion icon Dame Mary Quaint Fashion Revolutionary retrospective, exploring her influence on 
women’s fashion springing from the youthful spirit of the 1960s. Or visit the Ballarat Begonia Festival with its  
creative display of Begonias in the Conservatory at the gardens featuring over 700 Begonias. 
Cardholders can also take advantage of activities on offer in Melbourne including trips to the National Gallery of 
Victoria, picnics in the park, visits to the Queen Victoria or South Melbourne markets as well as the Royal  
Botanical Gardens. Southbank promenade is filled with indoor and outdoor cafes, restaurants and live  
entertainment to enjoy. The Melbourne Museum and State Library are also great Melbourne icons reopened to the 
public. 
 

In line with public health advice, everyone on public transport is required to wear a fitted face mask, 
practise good hygiene and physical distancing. 
Please follow health directions and don't travel if you feel unwell. For more health advice visit:   
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au 
 

Using your myki 
From 21-28 March 2021 Seniors Card holders and Carer Card holders won’t be charged when touching on and off. 
Throughout the rest of the year, top up with myki Money if you travel occasionally, or myki Pass if you travel often. 
Your card isn’t locked to myki Money or myki Pass – choose each time you top up. Find out more at 
www.ptv.vic.gov.au or call 1800 800 007. You can top up at hundreds of shops including all 7-Elevens; at myki  
machines at selected stations and stops; at premium station ticket offices; at PTV Hubs; or at www.ptv.vic.gov.au or 
by calling 1800 800 007. 
Mobile myki is also available for Victorian seniors – for more information visit Public Transport Victoria mobile myki             
website: www.ptv.vic.gov. au/mobilemyki. Register online to protect your card’s balance if it’s lost or stolen.  
 

Travelling in regional Victoria 
* You need to reserve a seat on long distance V/Line trains and some coaches. To book a seat on V/Line  
 Services requiring  reservations call 1800 800 007 from 10:00am on Tuesday 2 March 2021. 
* Seats can fill quickly – book early. 
* You’ll need to collect your tickets within 48 hours. 
* Free travel is available on all Economy Class services; however you can now upgrade to First Class travel upon 
 payment of the First Class upgrade fee (subject to limited availability). 
* You can book a return journey for up to four Victorian Seniors Card holders. If you’re planning to travel in a 
 group of 12  or more, call our Group Travel Coordinator to check if seats are available – 9619 2338 from 
 10:00am, Tuesday 2 March 2021. 
* If you make a booking and aren’t able to travel, let us know. We can give your ticket to someone else.  
* Touch on - and away you go! 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
http://www.ptv.vic.gov.au
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/News-Opinions/Latest-News/www.ptv.vic.gov.%20au/mobilemyki


OAA RESOURCE CENTRE 
The OAA Resource Centre has returned to Thursday  
activities, 11am - 3pm, including the offering of a great range of 
seeds and the sharing of any surplus fruit vegetables and plant 
seedlings - Covid compliant. 
Any assistance to bring the garden into order would be  
welcomed. 

‘GROWING YOUR KNOWLEDGE’ SESSIONS 

The OAA is continuing with the monthly opportunities to learn more and share knowledge about a variety of topics on organic 
food production, gardening, and other related subjects. These fun and informative sessions are organised for the 
first Thursday of each month, 12.30 to nominally 2.00pm at the Organic Centre, 14 McKean Street, Bairnsdale. 
All events are outdoors - please observe current Covid-safe regulations.  
Thursday 1st April   TOPIC: A hands-on workshop to build a Bio-Dynamic compost heap at the centre. Please wear appropriate 
clothing and bring your own gloves and mask.  Presenter: Sharon Dent 
 
You must register for these events, and to do so or for further information, please utilise the OAA online contact form, 
email: organics@oaa.org.au or phone/text: 0429 889 479.Members and non-members all very welcome. 

Wanted To Buy 

Double and Queen sized bed bases 

 

Ring Deborah Woodburn 

03 5155 0305 
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Looking to strengthen our community connection 
  

Do you have an interest in water and wastewater services in East Gippsland? 

Could you provide invaluable feedback on these services and fairly represent 

broader customer views? 

East Gippsland Water is seeking additional members to join its Customer Com-

mittee – to further strengthen its connection and engagement with customers.  

The call for new members is particularly timely. Preparations are underway for a comprehensive program of engagement that 

will consider East Gippsland Water customer priorities, needs and preferences and help drive how the organisation will devel-

op into the future to serve its customers and the community better. 

The Customer Committee has a key role to play in ensuring customer views are carefully considered in relation to East Gipps-

land Water decisions on important water and wastewater issues, including future service priorities. 

These are volunteer positions. The committee usually meets every three months and reasonable travel costs will be covered. 

Members must be East Gippsland Water customers and will be appointed based on their ability to represent broad customer 

views. 

The deadline for applications is 5pm, Friday 26 March, 2021. 

For more information and an application form please go to East Gippsland Water’s website egwater@vic.gov.au  Alternatively, 

call 1800 671 841, or email  hr@egwater.vic.gov.au. 

Please come and have your say! 
  
We are holding a series of workshops that provide you with the opportunity to have a say about the 
future of the shire. 
These workshops will be open to all interested community members and will discuss the Council 
Plan 2021-25, Annual Budget 2021/22 and review of the Community Vision. 
The workshops are being held in five locations: 

1. 55 Palmers Road, Lakes Entrance on Wednesday 24 February at 2.00 to 4.00 pm 

2. Orbost Snowy Rovers Football Netball Club, Lochiel Park, Orbost on Thursday 25 February at 

6.30 to 8.30 pm 

3. Mallacoota Golf Club on Friday 26 February at 10.00 am to 12.00 pm. 

4. Council Chambers, 273 Main Street, Bairnsdale on Tuesday 2 March at 6.30 to 8.30 pm 

5. Omeo Recreation Reserve clubrooms on Friday 5 March at 1.00 to 3.00 pm 

The workshops are free to attend, although due to COVID-19 room restrictions you will need to register to attend through Try-
Booking. 
Lakes Entrance Workshop - https://www.trybooking.com/BOSOG 
Orbost Workshop - https://www.trybooking.com/BOSYZ 
Mallacoota Workshop - https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZB 
Bairnsdale Workshop -  https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZD 
Omeo Workshop - https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZE 
There will also be two online sessions for the community to attend that will be facilitated by Council officers. 
These sessions will be hosted through Zoom and will be on: 
* Monday 1 March at 6.30 to 7.30 pm 
* Thursday 4 March at 10.30 to 11.30 am 
Register your attendance of the online community consultation session at: Online Workshops - https://www.trybooking.com/

Rosebud Engineering have been visiting Buchan and 

offering assistance to people who have lost homes 

and were severely affected by the fires since early last 

year.  With their connections to other trades and  

industries they have been working with landowners 

on private property to assist with their rebuilding.  

They also came with some wonderful tools for the 

Buchan Tool Library, including a brand new bench saw with guides.  During another recent visit they brought bags of potatoes 

that were delivered to various sites around town for distribution.   

If anyone needs some help please contact Jann and Narelle at Rosebud Engineering on 5986 6666 and a big thank you for the 

support Rosebud Engineering have been giving to our community. 
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Church Services 

Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road,  Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further notice. For service details     
contact Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting 
Church, Main Street, Buchan. Services are held at St Mary’s 
Anglican Church, Main Street, Buchan.  
For service details contact Leona Lavell  5155 9395 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Meets 3rd Sunday of each 
month. For service details contact  Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

 
East Gippsland Shire  

Outreach Services 
 

Libraries are open with  
Covid-19 social distancing  

restrictions in place. 
 

Library books can be reserved, collected or returned at the 
Neighbourhood House.  

 
Mobile Library bus days have resumed and are held  

fortnightly on a Tuesday. 
 

The next services for 2021 will be: 

Tuesday 23rd March 

Tuesday 6th April   

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  

W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 am 

Buchan (near kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

 

2021 Library schedules available at the Neighbourhood House 

 MASSAGE & NATUROPATHY 

13th April 2020 From 10.00am 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  

at the Buchan Neighbourhood House including: 
Naturopathy, Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports  

Therapies,  Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby Massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 

$60 one-hour session  
 

For further information and bookings contact the Buchan 
Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent by email at  

 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468 387 524 

Gordon Scicluna from Nowa Nowa  

Plant Nursery Stall  

is coming to Buchan on Saturday 13th March 2021  

and then every 2nd Saturday of the month from  

9am – 12noon  

outside the Buchan Neighbourhood House 

Come and browse a wonderful selection of herbs,  

veggie seedlings, cottage garden plants,  

native bushes and lots more – all at good prices.  

Cash and card payments accepted. All welcome! 

Thank you to Dennis Gilbert who 

has kindly donated a large bag of 

Bunching Onion seeds to the 

Neighbourhood House. Feel free 

to come in and get some to grow 

in your garden.  


