
Buchan Phoenix 

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

The Buchan Neighbourhood House takes no         
responsibility for opinions expressed by contributors 
to the Buchan Phoenix.  The Editors reserve the right 
to reject articles and advertisements and to edit  
submissions if necessary. All submissions should  
include the author’s full name, address and phone 
number, but may be anonymous if preferred.   
Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to 
Thursday from 10.00am—4.30pm. 
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Rising from the ashes… 
Communication for the community by the community 

December 2020  Issue 51 
Produced by Buchan District Outreach Inc. trading as  
Buchan Neighbourhood House A14882S 

The newsletter is delivered to every household in the district (on the/or near to the 15th day of 
the month) and is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at Buchan                
Neighbourhood House.  All editions are available electronically at the State Library online site 
(Trove). If you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure that a copy 
is mailed to your address.  
Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST per 12 editions to anyone     
outside the district, or contact us with your email address and we can send an electronic version 
for free. Dates for submissions will be advertised in each edition and we welcome your  
contributions. Submissions closing date for the next edition will be  Monday 11th January 2021. 
We welcome articles and contributions from everyone and encourage our local clubs, groups, 
agencies organisations and businesses to  send us their information.  Submissions can be sent to 
info.buchan@gmail.com or drop them into the Neighbourhood House. Advertisements are $55 
for 12 editions or $5.50 per edition. 

Includes the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, Buchan South, Buchan 
East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek, Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore,           
Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra, W Tree and Wulgulmerang.   

Buchan Neighbourhood House was so pleased to be finally able to accept this lovely gift from the Springdale Neighbourhood 
House team on the Bellarine Peninsula.  The Springdale Team were so excited to have a date to bring these herbs to Buchan as 
they had planned to come up in March, but Covid put a stop to that and the Springdale Team have been looking after the 
plants and baskets all this time for us.  These baskets were delivered to us to enable residents to start on their new gardens or 
even utilise the baskets as portable herb gardens until they are ready to plant in their new permanent homes.  
If you have not yet collected a basket, please visit as there are still a few at the Neighbourhood House on the veranda that 
need a good home.  



RETAILERS – INSTALLERS: 

WOOD FIRED HEATERS — 

COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES 

MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT 

WATER — SOLAR PANEL KITS 

LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS — 

ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED 

              HEARTHS 

SERVICE & RECONDITION: 

ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS 

MANUFACTURERS OF: 

1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER 

760 wide    JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE 

www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au    Tel: 5152 2019 

ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED      ESTABLISHED 1977 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF. 



Revegetation Project Update 

Members from the Boolarra community in the Latrobe Valley donated an enormous amount of plants to our community. 
Plants were available at the Neighbourhood House from 16th November and all bar a few donated were collected by our eager 
gardeners.  There was a huge range of plants all put together from peoples personal gardens  via eager Boolara gardeners 
madly propagating and taking cuttings.  We hope that everyone enjoys their plants.  
All the bulbs that were donated and have not be distributed will be stored and become available again next Spring.  

Buchan Planned Activity Program  - January 2021  

Bairnsdale Regional Health Service is providing a Planned Activity Program in the new year. 
The first visit for new people is free, then $7.90 plus the cost of snack/meal during the 
day.  We meet for a coffee at the Roadhouse at 10am then head off to our lunch venue.   
At present people have to use their own transport.  Normally we use a 8 seater bus.   
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Thursday January 7   Picnic at Trestle Bridge near Nowa Nowa 
Thursday January 14          Old Quarry – picnic lunch 
Thursday January 21          Bruthen Tea Rooms 
Thursday January 28          Bairnsdale Convention Centre 

Enquiries: Elizabeth Hanna   
Planned Activity Group Coordinator, Bairnsdale Regional Health Service | Tel: 03 5150 3376 | Mob: 0409 957 308 

COMMUNITY BBQ at GELANTIPY HALL 
Monday 21st December at 6pm 

 

The Hall Committee in collaboration with the Gelantipy Bush Nurse  

invite everyone to a get-together.  

 

East Gippsland Shire has kindly provided funding for all the food,  

including meat, salads and desserts. 



Hello from the Buchan and District Bushfire Recovery Hub! 

 

The CFA BBQ was a hit! Thank you to everyone who attended. It 

was great to see so many wonderful (masked) faces about. As we 

approach summer, I want to remind everyone of the importance of 

looking after yourself. Our Wellbeing Officer has put together some 

tips for us all.  

Preparing your mind for the next bushfire season  

1. Preparation provides a sense of control. We can prepare  
physically, around the land and hope, and mentally for what might be experienced. 

2. Having already experienced a disaster, means we need to consider emotional triggers, memories of  
reactions. 

3.        A trigger is something that sets off memories (a hot windy day, smoke, anniversary, fire siren)  
   How to prepare for reactions to triggers: 

 Start monitoring and reducing your stress now.  
 Be aware you might become upset by things that remind you of the fire. 
 Remind yourself that this is a normal response. 
 Look out – Take note of what happened to trigger it. Knowing these experiences may help you manage them 

in the future.  
4. Once you know your triggers – Use simple relaxation skills (reassuring self-talk, taking ten slow and 

deep, gentle breaths or notice five things around you, to help manage your way through the memory 
until your body calms down. 

5.        Develop a tool kit for vulnerable moments. Helpful things you can do before, during and after.  
Try not to avoid - Rather, take things SLOWLY.   

If you would like some support with managing reactions to triggers, please contact Fiona at the Buchan Hub,  
alternatively contact Lifeline on 13 11 24 or Beyond Blue  
1300 224 636.  

Fiona Jennings will be one of the BRV team members holding 

down the fort while I’m away, from the 4th– 28th December. I 

know I’m leaving the community in wonderful hands. Fiona is 

one of our Wellbeing Officers, she has a PhD in community  

disaster recovery and considerable experience in bushfire  

recovery. Fiona recently spent 8 months working with the 

RFDS in their bushfire counselling support program and looks 

forward to working with the community here. She welcomes 

you to pop into the Hub and say hi.  

Have your say As community members, you know what’s 

important to your community, so please let us know what you 

believe will support the recovery process for the District, so we can work together to make it happen.  

As always, we are here when you need and when you’re ready, 

 

The Buchan Hub Team 

 

5609 Buchan-Orbost Rd, Buchan VIC 3885 (Open Monday-Friday 10am-4pm or by appointment) 



Grants are now available for businesses and primary producers   
  
$10,000 small business bushfire support grants  
 
Small Business Bushfire Support Grants of $10,000 are available to assist with the costs of maintaining businesses, including 
covering salaries, rents and utilities, seeking financial advice and making the adjustments required to continue after the bush-
fires.  
 
The grant is available for small businesses and primary producers in East Gippsland who have experienced significant income 
loss as a result of this season’s bushfires.  
 

Businesses both directly and indirectly affected by fire can apply.  

It only takes a few minutes to apply online.  

You don’t need to upload financial documents if you don’t have them right now.  

You can be assessed under exceptional circumstances if you don’t meet the eligibility criteria.  

 
$75,000 primary industries grants  
 
Emergency Bushfire Response in Primary Industries Grants of up to $75,000 per farm business are available to assist primary 
producers directly affected by this season’s bushfires.   
These grants have been extended to December 31.   
Eligible activities include rebuilding or replacing damaged or destroyed on-farm infrastructure.  
Further changes have been made so more people are eligible to apply, including:  

Adjusted off-farm income threshold making it easier to be eligible.  

Allowing extra time for applicants to reach the 50 per cent income threshold in recognition of long lead times required by 

some sectors to reach full production.  

Applicants are no longer required to be registered for GST but must still hold an ABN.  

Businesses earning more than 50 per cent of their income from a combination of primary production and goods made 

directly from that produce will now be eligible for assistance.   

These changes mean more primary producers will be able to access help with direct impacts of the bushfires.  

To find the eligibility criteria for either of these grants, or to apply, please visit: vic.gov.au/financial-support   

COVID-19 COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICE  | 1800 966 172  | Free and confidential  
- Are you an individual or family who is experiencing hardship, isolation or financial difficulty as a 
result of COVID-19?  
- Are you confused about where to go for support?  
- Are you feeling isolated or has your mental health deteriorated? 
- Do you need help connecting with available services and supports?  
- Do you need assistance to deal with an immediate crisis situation and advice on what tools and 
resources are available to provide longer term support? 
What this service can offer:  
- Facilitate access to a range of services to support you both within Anglicare Victoria and from other community organisations. 
- Provide information and referral to material aid assistance including food vouchers or food parcels, gift cards, food, clothing, 
furniture and household goods, budgeting assistance, bill payment assistance, transport tickets, fuel vouchers, medical and 
pharmaceuticals vouchers.  
- Provide information and referral to assist you to address any financial issues you may have including budgeting, accessing 
utility or telecommunications hardship and ensuring you are receiving all your entitlements.  
- Provide referral, advocacy, information and support services to individuals and families such as for family violence, mental 
health or financial advice/counselling.  
Can I have an interpreter? Yes. Ask if you need an interpreter. Interpreters are free.  
How do I access the service?   
To speak with a Community Support Worker please call: 1800 966 172 or email: community.support@anglicarevic.org.au  

https://www.vic.gov.au/financial-support


Update – December 2020 

Since our last update there has been plenty going on.  From this point on, we will use 

the Buchan Phoenix as a regular place to update our community.  

The Committee will be taking a break after the 15th December meeting until mid to late 

January 2021. 

 

Council and CFA meetings 
In direct response to the frustrations and challenges for individuals navigating the  
rebuild process, the Committee established a small working group to work with key 
agency representatives to seek not only greater understanding but to also ensure that 
our community’s frustrations were being heard. 

To date, the small working group made up of Chris Cooper, Greg Brick, Donald Graham, Anne Brewer and Kate Hodge has met 
with Stuart McConnell and Morgana Te Pauae from East Gippsland Shire Council (26 October) and on a separate occasion with 
key representatives from the CFA (9 November). 
These meetings have been productive especially in opening a dialogue from our community to the many government agencies 
involved in the rebuild space. 
 

Community Conversations 
Two conversations have taken place at the point of writing this  
update.  The conversation for Gelantipy, Butchers Ridge,  
Wulgulmerang, Suggan Buggan, Black Mountain was held on Monday 
30th November and a conversation for W Tree was held on the 2nd  
December.  
The purpose of these conversations is for community to share their 
experiences with each other on the fire event, personal and  
community preparedness, and for agencies to listen.  This is an  
opportunity to build on the already strong resilience of local  
communities. 
There are three more conversations to go – the 7th December and 9th 
December (2 sessions). 
We have inserted the handout into this newsletter so that you can 
provide your personal feedback if you were unable to attend one of  
the conversations. 
 

 
Local Economic Recovery Program 
It has been a busy time applying for the early rounds of the above-mentioned funding program.  
The Committee applied for $120,000 for improvements to four facilities across the district.   
As a Committee we have also supported Councils’ application into the Regional Economic Stream for an upgrade to the Buchan 
streetscape and a walking track from the Caves Reserve Campground to the main street. Both rounds will be announced in 
January 2021. 
Community Survey Results 
The results of the community survey are now available either online in the Buchan Gelantipy & District Renewal Facebook 
Group or copies can be emailed to you by contacting Erin Aldersea at erina@egipps.vic.gov.au 

Voucher Winners 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our community survey over the past few months. Some of the participants opted 
into the draw to win one of 10 x $50 vouchers to spend at a local business. The ten winners have all been contacted and will 
be spending their vouchers at the Roadhouse, General Store or Buchan Caves Hotel.  

Communication Commitment 
The Committee at its meeting on 24 November 2020, endorsed their communication commitment.  This plan outlines how the 
Committee will ensure that key information is two way to the community and vice versa.  This commitment will be available 
on the renewal association’s website (once it is live).  
Once up and running the website will be the centralised point for all the agendas and minutes from our meetings.  There is 
also a calendar which will be used to promote upcoming events, both social and recovery support services plus anything else 
that may come up!  From time to time we may develop quick straw polls or pop up surveys to gauge community’s thoughts on 
matters – so keep an eye out for that too. Remember if you have any specific matters you would like to discuss or would like 
raised with the Committee, please reach out to one of the elected members or email directly at bganddra@gmail.com 
 

Conversation 1— 30  November 

mailto:bganddra@gmail.com


Keep up to date with the Committee 
 
To keep up to date with our meetings and goings on please join the Buchan          
Gelantipy & District Renewal Facebook Group at this link: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/235203110897841.  
Or visit our website at www.buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au  
(coming by end of 2020!) or email us at bganddra@gmail.com.  
 
Don’t forget to drop in and see Rebecca at the BRV Buchan hub for any of your  
bushfire recovery needs. Rebecca’s number is 0407 281 123. 

 Conversation 2—2 December 

Burning Off? Stay on site, and  

register your burn off!  
CFA is urging residents in the South East  

Region to take extreme care when burning 

off after responding to a high volume of out

-of-control private burn-offs in many of the  

district’s municipalities. CFA Deputy Chief Officer Trevor Owen 

said volunteers had responded to a spate of unregistered fires 

taking up many CFA volunteers’ hours unnecessarily. “We en-

courage residents to take advantage of the window of opportuni-

ty to clean up their properties before fire restrictions come into 

place, but the effects of an out-of-control fire can be devas-

tating,” Mr Owen said. “It is vital people do the right thing by 

checking conditions, complying with local by-laws and registering 

their burn-offs. A two-minute call is all it takes to register the 

burn. “It is absolutely essential that you have enough water on 

hand to put out a fire. There isn’t enough time to run back to 

your house if your fire gets out of control. You should construct a 

fire break, free of flammable, materials around any burn-off.” 

Burning off undergrowth and other vegetation may generally be 

permitted outside of the Fire Danger Period, but landowners 

should always check local laws and register their burn-off by call-

ing 1800 668 511. Property owners have legal obligations when 

burning off. Failing to comply with local council by-laws and state 

legislation can lead to a fine. Mr Owen said registering burn-offs 

by calling 1800 668 511 would ensure the burn could be added 

to the statewide register. “All calls to Triple Zero about smoke 

sightings are cross-checked with that register, and firefighters 

are called out if nothing is listed for that location,” Mr Owen 

said. “False alarm calls to unregistered burn-offs take volunteer 

firefighters away from workplaces, families and other emergen-

cies.” If you light a fire without a     permit during the Fire Danger Period, you could be charged with breaking the law. Penalties 

may include a fine up to $19,342 and/or up to 12 months imprisonment. Keep your burn-off safe and legal:  

Before burning off: 

• Check fire restrictions with your local council and register your burn on 1800 668 511  

• Check and monitor weather conditions – particularly wind  

• To avoid unnecessary calls to emergency services, notify your neighbours beforehand  

• Leave a three metre fire break, free from flammable materials around the burn  

• Have sufficient equipment and water to stop the fire spreading  

Never leave a burn-off unattended – stay for its entire duration. If your burn-off gets out of control, call ‘000’ immediately  

For more information about burning off, go to cfa.vic.gov.au/burnoff  

For more information about the payments, please call  
1800 855 240  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/235203110897841
https://www.facebook.com/groups/235203110897841
http://www.buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au
mailto:bganddra@gmail.com
cfa.vic.gov.au/burnoff




The Recharge Program is an innovative initiative, endorsed by the  

Minister for Agriculture and delivered by the Department of Jobs,  

Precincts and Regions.  The program provides relief to drought and  

bushfire affected families and aims to helps build resilience in our  

farming communities. 

The Recharge Program offers rural and farming families that have suffered through prolonged drought  

conditions and bushfire with an opportunity to get some well-deserved respite and take some time away from their farm.  

We know that farmers and rural communities are dealing with a range of on and off farm challenges.  It is our aim that this 

time away will help reduce the psychological impacts of drought and fire impact on your family.  

Those who have already taken advantage of the Recharge Program consider it an amazing gift at a time when they need it 

most. Providing them with an opportunity to take a break with loved ones, a chance to relax,  

reconnect and recharge while creating special memories together.   

There are two major components of the Recharge Program: 

 A weekend away in Regional Victoria, provided to farming families at no cost. Families may choose to  

participate in local experiences or simply relax and enjoy the sights at their own pace. 

 The opportunity for regions to host a live, intimate concert performed on the farms, local businesses or public space 

of a community that has been impacted by drought or fire.  

For further details, please contact Robert Collyer at Robert.collyer@ecodev.vic.gov.au or call  0423 952 460 

mailto:Robert.collyer@ecodev.vic.gov.au


Frances Cherry Toser McArthur (nee Lousada) -− 15/5/1931 – 5/10/2020 

Cherry McArthur was descended from free settlers on the first fleet. She was born in Gladstone, 

Queensland – daughter of Horace Frank and Isobel Nancy Lousada. 

In her early years she trained at Emily McPherson College in hospital cookery and worked at the 

Alfred Hospital. She became friends with Margaret McArthur and through Margaret met her future 

husband, Donald. 

At that time, she was one of the earliest water ballerinas. 

Cherry and Don were married in Hawthorn on 5 July 1951. They lived with Don’s parents in  

Melbourne until 1953, when they moved to Wonji Wonji with their daughter, Jane. 

Their other three children, Malcolm, Sandra and Alister, were born in Newcastle, just out of Wonji 

Wonji. 

The family moved to Traralgon in 1959 and lived there for four years before moving to Adelaide. 

It was here that Cherry’s interest in golf began. She was hooked. Her golfing continued and she 

made many friends when they relocated to Launceston, Tasmania. 

After a further four years the family moved to New Plymouth in New Zealand. Sadly, while they were there, Cherry’s mother 

drowned in the Buchan River during the floods of 1974. 

Cherry and Don purchased the family farm in Buchan (Aucharn) and returned to Australia. They became active members of the 

Buchan Valley Golf Club. In 1989 the family sold some of the property and retained 33 acres on the north side of the river.  

Here they built a home and spent many happy years establishing their lovely garden and planting 2000 olive trees, which were 

to define the fairways of a nine-hole golf course. 

Their intention was to establish a country club, but unfortunately these dreams were not realised. However, the golf course 

was played on a few times by members of the local club. 

It was soon after Cherry’s mother’s funeral that she was asked if she would take on the role of lady captain at the golf club. She 

accepted without hesitation. 

Cherry went on to serve as president, secretary, and treasurer, and took on the role of reporting the golf news to the Bairns-

dale Advertiser (and the Buchan Phoenix, too.) 

She was known far and wide in the East Gippsland community. She was the first president of East Gippsland Women’s Lady 

Veterans. 

Cherry was awarded life membership of the Buchan Valley Golf Club. Many long lasting friendships were formed through her 

love of the game – she travelled extensively to fly the flag for her club. As recently as last year she played a tournament at Mal-

lacoota with her son, Alister. 

Cherry was much loved and respected by all – not only through her golf, but in the wider community. 

The last few weeks she spent being well cared for in the Bairnsdale Hospital. She passed away exactly 46 years to the day after 

her mother and five years after her partner, Donald.      Contributor: Marny Cummings 

Darryl Leslie Jordan — 3/4 1951 – 20/102020 

Darryl passed away at home on Tuesday 20th October 2020 surrounded by family and 

friends after a 10-month battle with cancer.  Thank you to everyone who has passed on 

their well wishes, cards and flowers.  And thank you to our local home help and bush nurs-

ing services and the allied health and palliative care services at Gippsland Lakes Complete 

Health.  All the help and support enabled us to assist Darryl in achieving his wishes to be at 

home. 

Darryl had 4 wonderful children, 1 girl and 3 boys, and was lucky enough to have 11 grand-

children who were his pride and joy. He also left a sister who sadly lost her house in the 

Mallacoota fires this year and has now moved to Queensland. 

Due to Covid the funeral has been postponed and will be held next year on private land in 

Upper Dargo where Darryl has requested that his ashes be placed in the Dargo River so 

they can make their way to the sea, his second favourite place to be. 

He is greatly missed, in particular his wonderful humour.  He was always the calming leveller that l so often needed. 

What a long strange trip it’s been.          Contributor: Evelyn Schmidt 



Local News 

For the last edition of The Phoenix for this year, I am going to start with my 
slant on the disasterous fires of last Summer. 

Some time ago I had the chance to catch up with John and Lois Brownbridge 
for a coffee at Judith’s. 
John and Lois were kind enough to take me in as a boarder when I started at 
Orbost High at the age of 10. Moving out of my home and into theirs was a 
very gentle transition into the wider world beyond Wulgulmerang, and their 
generosity in incorporating me into their loving (and growing) family AND 
getting up at dawn to get me onto the School Bus with a wholesome packed 
lunch and a clean uniform, etc, was remarkable. 
For those that don’t know, John was the Buchan Overseer with the now defunct Forestry. My older brothers both worked 
under him, Dad did untold seasons on the Seldom Seen Fire Tower, and I did three. Having witnessed myself how effectively 
John and his counterpart in Nowa Nowa had their Fire Crews jump on untold small fires before they became big fires, I asked 
him the million dollar question that so troubles me. Was I correct in believing that back in the day the Forestry mostly put 
fires out? 
John agreed. He said that as soon as a fire was spotted they would walk in with rake hoes, even if they walked 10 miles and 
rake hoed a break around it. (Followed by machinery and tankers when needed). Simple as that. And his other point was that 
regular burning off in a patchwork pattern meant that many bigger fires got slowed down by hitting one of these. He said I 
could quote him, and I whilst I have no hope that the opinions of a man who is considered by many to know the bush 
through our entire area better than anyone alive will change either the approach of the decision makers in our current  
authorities or the opinions or some of my neighbours, I wish I could time warp back to an era where the summers didn’t  
terrify me. 

………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
As for COVID …. I shared with Jayne Cummings at her coffee counter my realization that when wearing a mask one does not 
have to be concerned about food particles stuck in one’s teeth. Jayne added that the same goes for lipstick on teeth. I said I 
don’t do lipstick. Jayne countered that this was the time to start. Game, set and match. 

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

Gelantipy Hall News 
 

We have had a couple of zoom meetings during COVID. 
The most newsworthy of our decisions is that we managed to apply to get a quote from Mark Sykes and a Cover Letter from 
me to apply at short notice through The Buchan Gelantipy and Districts Renewal Association for funding to upgrade the out-
side Men’s toilet and the ramp leading to it and the front door of the Hall. 
Both badly need an upgrade, and we hope then to be able to make the toilets available to the considerable number of camp-
ers who camp below the Hall in an area that is recognized as a Free Camp in an RACV publication called Camps Australia and 
assorted online apps. 
We have also installed two reverse cycle air conditioners and had the wiring checked and a new outdoor power board in-
stalled to replace the ancient existing board that dated from the time we were first connected to mains power. Both paid out 
of Hall funds. 
We have decided, sadly, that we cannot run a Christmas Tree this year because of COVID restrictions. Fingers crossed for 
2021. But we are able to restart our Community Gatherings that were tremendously popular and stopped, like most social 
gatherings, after February.  

 
………………………………………………………………………….. 

And to the sad part. 
The District lost 4 people that I know of recently.  
The very lovely Cherry McArthur, who I always chatted to when our paths crossed, and whose encouragement of my contri-
butions to The Phoenix ensures I won’t stop. 
Anthony (Anth) Doran with long time connections to my brothers David and Roger, Tim and myself, and W Tree, who died 
suddenly in Bruthen. 
Darryl Jordan, Ev’s partner and my good mate. 
And Pat Jacques, long term resident of Gelantipy, great friend of my parents and, as we said for years, my Second Mother. 
100% genetically Irish, and feminist before her time, Pat inspired me to defy the norm in so many ways. The only 80ish per-
son in my circle to leave Fifty Shades of Grey amongst the (optional) bedside reading material in her spare room which I used 
often. 
I will miss them all.           Contributor: Deborah Woodburn 



the edge of my vision – fire 

To many people the bushfires of last summer may seem to be from another time and place 

with the bizarre way this year has played out. Not so for Nungurner artist Dore  

Stockhausen who has devoted her year to documenting the impact of the fires on some of 

the region’s forests, the result of which can be seen in her exhibition the edge of my vision 

– fire. 

Having only painted for five years, most people know Dore from her 30 year past artistic 

life as a goldsmith, many of which she has spent living in Nungurner with her partner, gold 

and silversmith Marcus Foley, together working from their studio, oneofftwo.  

Despite having garnered success making jewellery with pieces collected by a number of 

Australian institutions, Dore’s sense of curiosity led her to walking the local Colquhoun 

forest for hours on end, camera in hand, returning home with her SD card full of images.  

Colourful, but blurry with a sense of being somehow time-shifted, these images became 

the inspiration for her first paintings, done in acrylic.  

Dore’s first solo exhibition of paintings was held 4 years ago at oneofftwo on her fiftieth 

birthday, demonstrating her resolve to begin a new era in her artistic life. Since then her 

paintings have been accepted into several national painting award exhibitions and prized 

by many local and international collectors. 

In late February this year, after the rains quelled the devastating fires, making it safe to venture out, Dore was both  

enthusiastic and greatly saddened to see the fire grounds for herself. She went north of Bruthen to photograph the impact of 

the fires on the forest there, and later to Cape Conran and up around Buchan and the Snowy River.   

“At the end of 2019 and the beginning of 2020, the fires burned 70% of East Gippsland to the ground and in many areas, there 

is little evidence of recovery. I mourned for the loss of biodiversity and for my sense of place 

in this environment. It is only now that I can let go of that grief a little bit, as some areas 

begin to recover and once again burst with green. Despite the loss of some  

indigenous species, there is now a feeling of renewal as some plants adapt to the current 

climate and evolution turns to the next page. A sense of peace and awe is returning to us 

who live in this landscape”. 

The exhibition opening was held over two days at the end of November and can be viewed 

from the oneofftwo website, www.oneofftwo.com/the-edge-of-my-vision-fire-2020-

exhibition or until 20th December every day 11am - 4 pm at oneofftwo, 96 Kleinitz Road 

Nungurner.  Phone 5156 3270 for further details. 
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Chocolate treats made with care 
 
Graham Stephenson hasn’t always made chocolate.  
His background is primarily in chemistry and food technology, and 
he is a well-travelled gentleman, having worked for himself and for 
various companies in many countries all over the world. 
You might have seen him at a local event sometime between  
October last year and March this year, when he was running a food 
stall – Exquisite Meals – serving his homemade smoked pork buns 
and vegie burgers with coleslaw and potato salad. He  
attended the post-bushfire Howitt Park Market, Canni Creek  
Races, Paynesville Music Festival, Paynesville Classic Boat Rally and 
the Orbost Show, amongst other events, before the pandemic. 
Never one to sit around twiddling his thumbs, Graham recently 
moved from South Buchan to Bairnsdale where he is now making a 
variety of high quality chocolates (as well as the most delicious 
gluten free, sugar free, vegan desserts).   
His aim has been to make chocolate bonbons with no  
preservatives, emulsifiers, flavour enhancers, or artificial flavours. 
Graham uses premium dark chocolate from a Fairtrade supplier. 
The chocolate comes in 5 varieties: Intense Raspberry, Balsamic 
Strawberry, Salted Caramel, Vanilla Ganache and Peppermint, plus 
an Assorted bag of these flavours. Presentation  
boxes will be available soon. The boxes are aimed at 
providing people with an alternative to the bags that 
is more suitable for gift giving. 

 
More products are being developed, such as the “Adults Only” range of cherry  
brandy, Bailey’s Irish cream ganache, and maybe a Cointreau and orange. Graham 
says, “I will make some more varieties, but haven’t decided which ones yet!” 
Exquisite Treats are currently available from the W Tree Food-Coop and the Buchan 
Valley Roadhouse, and are due to appear in Bairnsdale, soon.  
Jayne Cummings, proprietor of the Roadhouse, says the chocolates are  
selling well and that they’re a “perfect chaser for the Buchan Burger”. 
Enquiries to: grahamrs@bigpond.com 

Laney and Olivia from Melbourne enjoying balsamic 

strawberry Treats outside the Buchan Roadhouse. 

What do you do …… with a tall emu? 

One day, down Buchan way, George, Jenny and family came across an unusual sight.  
Just off the road was a very tall emu. She had something on her back. 

They stopped and looked at the emu and her cargo. Eventually, the cargo moved and George 
and Jenny could see that the little ball of fluff was in fact a fully grown echidna. 

What an unusual pair.  

The family decided to watch them for a while, and soon they saw the emu, with her head 
turned to face her precious cargo, talking to the echidna, and the tiny echidna talking back.  

She must have been asking the echidna whether it was hungry. So, she laid down and helped the echidna by  
nuzzling it as it got off her back. 

The family was intrigued and sat still while the emu and echidna went around the bush and grass finding a feed. 
Soon, the two came together and the emu lifted the echidna up on its back, then got up to a standing position.  

Then, with much care, the emu walked to the side of the road, looked to see if there were any cars, and proceeded 
to walk across the road. 

The two of them reached the far side of the road, and the emu squatted to let the tiny echidna off.  

After a quick chat, the emu went on her way, while the echidna went its own way.  

The children all said “Ohhhhh.” George and Jenny felt the same way.  

So, just remember, always be kind to everyone. For it might be that they will be kind to you one day. 

              Contributor: David Bloom 

Graham Stephenson 

mailto:grahamrs@bigpond.com


Learn how to provide mental health first aid to friends, family members, co-workers and other adults. 
Rural Family Resources has been funded by PHN GIPPSLAND to run Mental Health First Aid in Bushfire affected 
communities.   
Mental Health First Aid is a 12-hour course run over two days, over 2 weeks and will be run in February/March 
2021 in Buchan. The funding allows for participants to attend free of charge and refreshments are provided. 
We are looking for expressions of interest from community members and gaining interest in who would like to 
attend this valuable course in 2021.  We will look at what the optimal day of the week would be 
best for this community.  We are happy to do whatever day including weekends and also find 
the best time. Please call or email us at the Buchan Neighbourhood House on 0427 586 038 or 
buchanbnh@bigpond.com 

The latest edition of the  East Gippsland Shire Council’s community newsletter is available at  

www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/About_Us/Publications_and_Policies/My_Council_My_Community_newsletter  

Building bridges at Buchan Caves Reserve  
Recent visitors to Buchan Caves Reserve may have noticed two new concrete bridges spanning Spring Creek at the Fairy Cave 
end of the reserve. The new bridges are permanent replacements for the wooden bridges burnt during last summer’s bush-
fires. The bridges are important for the park’s bushfire recovery program as they allow joint park managers Parks Victoria 
and the Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC) to continue hazardous tree removal and debris 
clean-up before reopening currently closed areas. These concrete bridges aren’t the first recovery replacements to be built 
on the site. In March this year, temporary bridges were quickly installed by the Australian, Fiji and Papua New Guinea De-
fence Forces.  The army returned in June to take out the temporary bridges so construction of the permanent bridges could 
begin. The two new concrete bridges were constructed in partnership with the Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning.  
Other recent recovery work at the popular site has seen the removal of flood and fire debris from the campground,  
reseeding of the camping area to promote vegetation regrowth, and re-gravelling the road through the site.  
Buchan Caves Reserve is one of ten parks jointly-managed by Parks Victoria and GLaWAC and is a spiritually significant 
meeting place that holds important stories and cultural artefacts for traditional owners.  

mailto:buchanbnh@bigpond.com


FREE computer monitor (small 39cm screen) and cables 

from GIVIT available at the Neighbourhood House.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Community Phone Books 
2020 Version 2  

Due to demand the books have been updated and  
reprinted. 

Copies available at the Roadhouse, General Store and the 
Buchan Neighbourhood House. 

Cost $4.00 

This report presents an 
overview of feedback  
obtained from senior  
Victorians about their 
thoughts on what it means 
to ‘age well’. It was  
commissioned by the  
Victorian Department of 
Health and Human Services 
in August 2019 and the  
research was completed in 
October 2019. Life for all 
Victorians, old and young, 
has changed radically since 
that time, following the 
outbreak of the contagious 
coronavirus COVID-19, 

which was declared a pandemic by the World Health  
Organisation on March 11, 2020. At the time of writing,  
Australia was responding to COVID-19 with strategies  
including border closures, physical distancing, wearing of face 
masks, changes to workplaces including working from home, 
travel restrictions, extensive testing programs and detailed 
contact tracing of those infected. Globally, in June 2020, 
there were over 10 million cases and more than 500,000 
deaths from the virus. By September 2020 this had reached 
27 million cases and nearly 900,000 deaths. Older people 
have been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic, 
with the overwhelming majority of deaths among people 
aged over 60, in particular those with co-morbidities. Senior 
Victorians have been particularly affected by the occurrence 
of a second wave of COVID-19 which caused a high death toll 
of residents in aged care. There was also a significant increase 
in the risk of isolation and loneliness among older people due 
to the need for stricter stay at home directions and restricted 
access of families to those living in aged care homes. Many 
seniors who are otherwise quite independent, have needed 
to accept assistance while in isolation to stem the tide of the 
pandemic. Activities that sustain older people by giving their 
lives meaning and purpose have necessarily been curtailed. 
While the consequences of the pandemic have challenged 
everyone’s ability to maintain a positive outlook on life,  
isolation measures have been particularly difficult for those 
who are not online, who lack family support systems and who 
are at risk of elder abuse. The release of this report coincides 
with the community and governments dealing with the  
consequences of unprecedented public health measures in 
response to COVID-19. For the foreseeable future, the  
aspiration for senior Victorians to ‘age well’, will occur in the 
context of COVID-19. Thus, the findings of this report take on 
even greater importance. They provide a sound basis to  
inform the re-shaping of our health, economic, service and 
community systems to support our ageing population in the 
wake of the pandemic.  
 
Gerard Mansour Commissioner for Senior Victorians  
 
To receive this publication in an accessible format phone +61 
3 9096 7542 (metro) or mobile phone number 1300 253 942 
(regional), using the National Relay Service 13 36 77 if  
required, or email the Commissioner for Senior Victorians   
<CommissionerForSeniorVics@dhhs.vic.gov.au> 



Church Services 

Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road,  Buchan. 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am 
until further notice. For service details     
contact Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting 
Church, Main Street, Buchan. Services are held at St Mary’s 
Anglican Church, Main Street, Buchan.  
For service details contact Leona Lavell  5155 9395 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Meets 3rd Sunday of each 
month. For service details contact  Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

East Gippsland Shire Outreach Services 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, libraries are open to limited numbers of patrons. 

All loans have been extended and are due 16 December 2020. 
All library after hours returns chutes are open. 

You can call your local library on (03) 5153 9500 or the Residents' Information Line on 
1300 555 886. The Bairnsdale Library can also be contacted on (03) 5152 4225  

or email library@egipps.vic.gov.au 

Free melaleuca tree bark available for paintings / arts & craft 

projects. Please contact Gwen Strobridge on  0490 402 532  

Buchan Tool Library 

Electric tools have all been tested and are ready to go! The Tool    
Library is located in a shipping container at the rear of the Buchan 
Neighbourhood House.  
 
Tools available in the library include:  
Battery Chargers for Bosch, Ryobi, Hitachi, Workzone 
Blower 
Drills including Bosch, Hitachi, Black & Decker, Makita 
Drop saws including Dewalt, Ryobi, Makita, Bosch, Ozito, Rockwell 
Grinders including Makita, Ryobi 
Hammer drills 
High pressure washer - Gerni 
Jigsaws including Makita, Maximate, Ozito 
Multi tool - Bosch 
Planers including Makita, Bosch, Hitachi 
Routers 
Saber saws including Dewalt, Bosch 
Sanders - flat and orbital - including Metabo, Ryobi, GMC,  Hitachi 
Screw guns 
Whipper-snippers 
Please contact the Neighbourhood House to access the tools in the 
library.   
We would also welcome any suggestions and may be able to get hold 
of other tools that you may like to be available .   
We have had an idea about getting a community cultivator raised. 
What do you think? 

Please note: Buchan Neighbourhood House will close at 4pm 
on Thursday 17th December 2020 and will reopen 10am on  
Monday 11th January 2021. The next newsletter will be  
published in February 2020. 

Buchan Recreation and Hall Committee Report 
 
The Committee of Management has been working hard looking 
at what opportunities the fire event has given us to be able to 
upgrade our facilities, particularly as the Shire has indicated that 
we would have a good case to reassess the future of these sites. 
On the 24 November 2020 we were successful in our application 
for the FRRR News Corp Bushfire Fund so we can purchase a Fire 
Pump as part of a Community Safety project at the Recreation 
Reserve.  The pump will be installed as soon as possible to make 
the facility more resilient and for our community to have a safe 
space to congregate. 
An application to restump the Buchan Hall was successful with 
movement in the structure causing problems with the locks - 
also the bi-fold partition no longer opens due to movement in 
the building. 
East Gippsland Shire have successfully applied to upgrade 
approximately 40 public halls and recreation reserve buildings 
throughout East Gippsland. 
Community facilities including public halls and recreation reserve 
buildings are essential to enable communities to remain socially 
connected, physically active and positively engaged with a broad 
range of community activities and events. In times of           
emergency, these same facilities often play a critical role  
in supporting communities to plan for, respond to, and recover 
from emergency events.  During the 2019/2020 bushfire event 
over 30 community facilities were utilised in either a planning,      
response, relief or recovery role. 
The proposed upgrades are directly related to improving our 
communities’ facilities when used for emergency relief or      
recovery purposes.  The upgrades to our Recreation Pavilion will 
include: 
1.  Initial risk and condition assessments; 
2.  Ember proofing to improve resilience during bushfire events; 
3. Adapting electrical switchboard systems to accommodate     
backup electrical supply when mains electricity is lost; and 
4. Upgrading of telecommunication systems including audio-
video infrastructure, WiFi capability and a resilient online  
connection. The installation of the Satellite system has been 
completed at the Buchan Pavilion. 
Finally, the Buchan and Gelantipy Community Recovery  
Committee has applied for, on behalf of the Hall Committee, 
funding for a generator and the upgrade of the air conditioners 
for the Recreation Pavilion. The funding includes a kitchen  
upgrade at the Hall. 
The Committee has  engaged Neil Cooper to repair and paint the 
public toilet block external walls. All the guttering at the Pavilion 
will also be cleaned and repaired in the new year. 
The Shire has engaged a consultant to look at the possibility of 
relocating the Recreation Reserve to a less flood prone site, with 
the report intended to give some indication of the pros and cons 
of moving as well as the costs involved. Until a decision has been 
made about where the future recreation reserve will be located 
we are unable to invest any further in the building, or make  
applications for the many other upgrades necessary to provide a 
safe community/sports facility for the future. 


