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The newsletter is delivered to every household in the
District (on the/or near to the 15th day of the month) and
is also available online at buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at
Buchan Neighbourhood House. All editions are available
electronically at the State Library online site (Trove). If you
are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we
will ensure that a copy is mailed to your address.
Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl.
GST per 12 editions to anyone outside the district, or
contact us with your email address and we can send an
electronic version for free. Dates for submissions will be
advertised in each edition and we welcome your
contributions.

Submissions closing date for the next edition will be
Monday 5th October 2020.
We welcome articles and contributions from everyone and
encourage our local clubs, groups, agencies organisations
and businesses to send us their information.

Submissions can be sent to info.buchan@gmail.com
or drop them into the Neighbourhood House.
Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per
edition.
The Buchan Neighbourhood House takes no
responsibility for opinions expressed by contributors
to the Buchan Phoenix. The Editors reserve the right
to reject articles and advertisements and to edit
submissions if necessary. All submissions should
include the author’s full name, address and phone
number, but may be anonymous if preferred.
Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to
Thursday from 10.00am—4.30pm.

Includes the localities of Black Mountain, Buchan, Buchan South, Buchan
East, Butchers Ridge, Canni Creek, Gelantipy, Gillingall, Glenmore,
Murrindal, Suggan Buggan, Timbarra, W-Tree and Wulgulmerang.

Buchan and District Revegetation Project
We’ve had a busy few weeks since the last Phoenix was published and the
area has gained some more deciduous trees – thanks to the kindness of local
and not so local donors!
The GIVIT Charity sourced 54 advanced trees for us that were donated by Van
Berkel’s Nursery, Traralgon. Leree and Arch Van Berkel organised and
donated the trees and the transport cost was covered by the Gippsland
Emergency Relief Fund and GIVIT.
The trees arrived at 8am on Saturday 15th August and with local help from
Richard, Henry, Ravi, Lindsay and Trev they were unloaded in front of the rec
pavilion in the car park. It was a bit wet and cold but just so great to receive
such a generous donation! Tracey organised some bacon and egg rolls from
the Roadhouse and with a cuppa in hand, we all warmed up again. Lisa from
GIVIT came as well and donated some face masks, great shoes and warm jackets for the community and a much needed computer for this project.
The trees started moving out from 10 am and by the evening of Sunday 16 th,
they all had new homes!
THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR HELPING AND DONATING YOUR TIME!
Read more Buchan and Revegetation news inside the newsletter...

Coronavirus COVID-19
To stay informed visit www.health.gov.au or call the
Coronavirus Information line on 1800 020 080
24 hours a day, seven days per week.

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai People, Traditional Owners of the land on which we
gather, and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

RETAILERS – INSTALLERS:
WOOD FIRED HEATERS —
COOKERS — GAS LOG FIRES
MAINS AND LOW PRESSURE HOT
WATER — SOLAR PANEL KITS
LARGE RANGE OF SPARE PARTS —
ACCESSORIES—PREFABRICATED
HEARTHS
SERVICE & RECONDITION:
ALL BRANDS OF WOOD FIRED HEATERS AND COOKERS
MANUFACTURERS OF:
1.200 wide RALANN FULL COMBUSTION COOKER
760 wide JODANNA SEMI-COMBUSTION STOVE
www.bairnsdalestovesheaters.com.au
Tel: 5152 2019
ALL WORK 100% GUARANTEED
ESTABLISHED 1977
MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 5% OFF.

A BBNA Consumer Engagement Sub-committee has been
formed to represent consumers and feedback issues and views
and advocate on behalf of the community.
Members are:
Sue Dalley
0407 539 738
Michael Harper
0492 852 854
Grace Davis
0457 583 940
Gina Cantarella
0411 583 236
Please make contact if you have any queries.

Buchan and District Revegetation Project—continued from front page...

Bairnsdale Christmas Trees – Nathan Goodman
We had a 9am start at Nathan’s place with Bill Livingstone, Trev and myself and pulling out trees from behind
Nathan’s tractor and then bundling them together into varieties. It was wet so the tractor got bogged and then it
was out with the spades!
We finished around 2pm with Bill’s truck full to the brim with trees and my old POG filled as well. There were silver
birch, plane trees, elms and some maples to name a few!
Beautiful trees that were the last of the bunch and destined for the bonfire, so tree recovery happened instead.
Then came the watering, as they were bare rooted, and the next day early, we were up bundling up the individual
orders. I think I could work in a Plant Nursery now! All ordered and nearly all picked up within 48 hours again –
thank you everyone for picking up your trees so promptly.
Thanks to the donations for the trees, we could give Nathan some more money for his help and for the trees, as he
donated the apple trees to us as well. The rest of the donations are in our Neighbourhood House Revegetation
Account ready for the next project.
THANKS BILL FOR HELPING AND DONATING YOUR TIME!
Deciduous Trees from a local Wholesale Grower
Nathan kindly contacted one of the local wholesale growers for us, who grows deciduous bare rooted trees for
distribution Australia wide. We have been able to order from him at wholesale prices and access locally grown
trees at the end of his growing season as well. We’ve already ordered around 400 trees in 24 hours! These trees
are the end of the year’s crop so some limitation on choice but still plenty. They vary from 20cm to 1m in height
and retail out at about $1.00 -$2.00 per tree.
This is a great contact for us as we can start accessing these deciduous trees from July onwards next year. Great
for those of you still waiting for your new houses to be built and not quite ready to start planting this year.
THIS ORDER WILL BE FINISHED BY THE TIME THIS IS PRINTED.

Lakes Entrance Garden Club – Native plant donations
These plants may begin to be available during this month, so keep
your eye open and listen out for an SMS from me. I am hoping
that everyone will be able to have a plant – whether you’ve lost a
house or not – and if you’ve been badly affected by fire then there
will be more available for you.
Notices go out on various Buchan & Gelantipy local community FB
pages but if you don’t do Facebook or emails then please contact me:
Grace 0457 583 940 or gracedavis626@hotmail.com so you don’t miss
out.

The Royal Flying Doctor Service is offering free and
confidential wellbeing support with Peter Quinn and Campbell
Sinclair. Appointments are available at the Buchan and Gelantipy
Bush Nursing Centres and at the Buchan District Community
Recovery Hub. Video and telephone appointments are also
available.

Peter Washington has sold his tarmac rally business, and
although the new owners were hoping and planning to be
able to hold the Snowy River Sprint rally this month, they
have had to cancel due to Covid-19 and Stage 4 lockdowns
in Melbourne. Although they are disappointed at having to
Clinicians can help you with:
cancel, they are very much looking forward to coming back

Building coping skills
and seeing us next year.

Getting back to your regular life

Learning skills for coping with your current stresses and
pressures

Resolving family issues and keeping your family
together
Pamela Stables — Executive Director
p: 03 9111 9929
e: info@tarmacrally.com
w: www.australiantarmacrally.com

To arrange an appointment, please call the Flying Doctor
Wellbeing team on (03) 8412 0480 or contact your local bush
nursing centres who can help facilitate a referral.
Please make a booking at the Buchan BNC on
5155 9222 or Gelantipy BNC on 5155 0274

FREE computer monitor (small) and cables from GIVIT
available at the Neighbourhood House.
Screen size 39cm

Community Phone Books
2020 Version 2
Due to demand the books have been updated and
reprinted.
Copies available at the Roadhouse, General Store and
the Buchan Neighbourhood House.
Cost $4

Get all your bushfire information from the East Gippsland Shire Council’s
Bushfires 2019—20 Community Newsletter
Subscribe by emailing media@egipps.vic.gov.au
Also available on the Buchan Neighbourhood House Facebook group

Do you want to make a difference to how Gippsland people
and communities cope with and recover from emergencies and
disasters?
To help inform our study we are looking for community members who would like to
be part of a 1.5 hour online community conversation on Sunday 20th September.
We’d like to hear about you and your experiences and how you
see your community’s strengths and challenges since the recent
bushfires.
Victoria University are undertaking a short study to help understand what is
needed to strengthen and build a viable future for people and communities
that are recovering from extreme events.
To help inform our study we are looking for people who would like to be
part of a 1.5 hour online community conversation on Sunday 20th September.
We will also be distributing a follow up short survey in the following weeks.
Results from the community conversation and survey will be shared with all
participants, and will help inform guidance for communities and governments, recovery agencies, community organisations and others who work
to support communities following emergency events.
Participation in the online community conversation and follow up survey
are completely voluntary, and all personal information will be kept confidential.
For more information about the community conversation and survey,
please contact Kathleen at projects@hic.org.au or call 8676 9050
For more information about the research please contact Celeste Young
Email: celeste.young@vu.edu.au
This project is delivered in collaboration with, Victorian Council of Social
Services and Health Issues Centre and the Bushfires and Natural Hazards
Cooperative Research Centre

The Buchan Neighbourhood House has received a
Bushfire Recovery Grant of $25,000 from the
Department of Education and Training’s Adult,
Community and Further Education Board.
The $25,000 Bushfire Recovery Grant recognises that
the impacts of the devastating bushfires present
significant challenges for Learn Local providers.
This grant aims to assist us, as one of the seven Learn Local providers
directly impacted by the bushfires, to maintain training delivery which
is vital to the recovery and rebuilding of our local community.
Buchan Neighbourhood House has employed Christine Brooks to assist
us in the delivery of our Learn Local classes and courses which we offer
at Buchan, to some of the other Neighbourhood Houses in our region
such as Bruthen and Benambra and in Bairnsdale and Lakes Entrance.
Learn Local pre-accredited training opportunities, support you on your
learning journey. You may want to increase your knowledge around a
topic, enhance your skills for your job, learn a new skill for employment
opportunities or simply want to learn something new, enabling you to
participate in your community or benefit your personal life.
We are also working together with our regional Learn Local partners to
deliver some online options for training. Orbost Education Centre will
be starting with First Aid Training Online in partnership with St
Johns. HLTAID001 CPR-Online Training &
Virtual Classroom at home or workplace.
(See details on page15)
Please contact us at the Buchan
Neighbourhood House if you would like to
study or learn a new skill.

NEWS FROM BUSHFIRE RECOVERY VICTORIA
UPDATE FROM REBECCA, YOUR RECOVERY HUB COORDINATOR
Hello from the Hub!
I have been working within your community since the beginning of May and would like to thank you for your warm welcome.
I look forward to meeting and engaging with more of you, as I’m here for the long haul. I am available 10am—4pm from
Monday to Friday. I’d love to get to know you and understand your bushfire experience and how I can support you.
Please call 0407 281 123 or email rebecca.steenholdt@brv.vic.gov.au
The hub is a place where you can come and chat to us and be linked up to personal, financial or rebuilding support services.
It’s also a place where you can share your story and connect with others who are experiencing the same issues in the bushfire
recovery space. Covid-19 has really put a strain on the ability to connect people and allow you to share your stories and
recover together. As restrictions ease, I am hoping the hub can be a place where you can have a cuppa and catch up. I am also
providing community outreach in my BRV hub mobile, so if you cannot make it to the Hub, and email or telephone just won’t
work, then I can come to you. Just give me a call.
Bushfire Recovery Victoria now has 152 clients registered with the Bushfire Recovery Case support program in the Buchan
District. You can request a referral by calling me at the hub. Blaze Aid is doing some great work in the community with
re-fencing. They have a total of 69 registrations and have worked on 65 properties to date. They are now offering internal
fencing, and it is not too late to register.
Sophie Sandy has joined the BRV Buchan team in a temporary capacity one day a week to provide support in connecting you
with community group focused grants and assistance with the application process. To categorise a few currently open sporting, facilities improvements, creative projects, wellbeing and mental health, community resilience and connectedness.
We encourage you to touch base with Sophie and discuss some options. Please email Sophie.sandy@brv.vic.gov.au or call
0439 288 998
Recover in your own time, it’s never too late to seek support, and everyone is welcome. We are here when you need and when
you’re ready.
Have a wonderful day,
Rebecca Steenholdt, Buchan District Hub Coordinator
GRANTS

Financial support is available for the Buchan community. Take a look through the below and talk to Rebecca to understand
your eligibility.
PRIMARY PRODUCER GRANTS
$75,000 Emergency Bushfire Response grants for Primary Producers are available now. Application dates have been extended
until Dec 31st, 2020 and the eligibility criteria has been expanded. To apply, visit www.ruralfinance.com.au/industry-programs/
victorian-bushfires-2019-2020-clean-up-and-restoration-grants or contact Rebecca at the Hub for help.
SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS
Small Business Grants of $10,000 are available now. You can apply easily online (it only takes a couple of minutes) or get in
touch with Rebecca at the Hub for assistance. The grant is for small businesses and primary producers who suffered significant
income loss as a result of the fires – and over 2,000 businesses have already received it.
To apply online head to www.ruralfinance.com.au/industry-programs/small-business-bushfire-support-grant
Contact Rebecca on 0407 281 123 or buchanhub@brv.vic.gov.au
Please don’t self-assess and rule yourself out or applying for grants! You can find out if you’re eligible by contacting Rebecca,
your local Hub Coordinator.
CLEAN UP HAS BEEN COMPLETED
A reminder to our community that while clean-up has been completed and
registrations have closed, if you still need support, we have clean-up crews in
reserve. Contact Rebecca at the Hub or BRV directly on 1800 560 760 as soon
as possible to discuss the options available for you.
SHORT TERM MODULAR HOUSING
Families who lost their primary place of residence may have the option of
moving into modular homes on their property while they progress their
permanent rebuild.

Buchan Gelantipy and Districts Renewal Association Update September 2020
Since receiving an update from the Renewal Association in the recent mail out, the
following is a snapshot of the current goings on:
A website has been developed for the community to access all of the information from
meetings and general committee business. It is hoped that it will also be a one stop
shop for information – from Bushfire Recovery Victoria and the Buchan Hub
information to upcoming events (when COVID restrictions ease) and the Community
Recovery Plan once it is completed.
The website is still under construction but be sure to check it out soon – the address is
www.buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au
The Buchan Gelantipy and Districts Community Survey was undertaken over the month
of July. Seventy surveys were returned,
and the results have now been compiled. At its September meeting the
Renewal Association will be discussing the results and determining the
next steps in
developing the first draft of the Community Recovery
Plan. There is plenty of feedback to include in this plan so thank you for
your participation!
The results to the question where do you get your information? shares that
nearly 60% of respondents get their information from the Phoenix –
hence the inclusion of this update and subsequent updates!
If you are connected on Facebook, be sure to check out the Renewal
Association’s page – either search Buchan Gelantipy & District
Renewal or go to the following link https://www.facebook.com/
groups/235203110897841. It is a
private page which is a great spot to share opportunities and events as they
come up.
Don’t forget to drop in and see Rebecca at the BRV Buchan Hub for any of your
bushfire recovery needs. Rebecca’s number is 0407 281 123
Remember you can contact the committee through Facebook or via our email
bganddra@gmail.com . We are hoping that sometime shortly we will again be
able to have meetings face to face.
Photo of Renewal Association’s Zoom Meeting
with Minister Neville, Ken Lay and Andrew Crisp
1 July 2020

The Committee would like to thank both Mary Wheeler and Jeff McCole for the
contribution that they have made to the establishment of the Renewal Association.
Both Mary and Jeff have decided to move on from the Committee.

As per the determination at an early meeting of the Committee, the process for filling vacancies up until the end of 2020, was to invite the
next candidates on the list based on the results of the election process held through February 2020. The Committee would like to
welcome Julie Sutton and Rocio Levings as the new members.

YACVic is committed to youth participation and co-design
We currently have applications open for young people 12-25 from Eastern Victoria to join our bushfire recovery working group.
Are you aged 12-24 and currently living in rural and regional part of eastern Victoria which was impacted by the 2020 fires?
Are you passionate about your community and supporting those around you?
Are you interested in developing and supporting opportunities for young people to be included in the recovery, and rebuilding process.
All the information is available in this link : https://www.yacvic.org.au/get-involved/are-you-12-to-25/bushfire-recovery-working-group/
Ability to participate in six online meetings between October 2020 and May 2021.
Meetings will last approximately two hours.
All meetings and events are accessible and inclusive.
Support is provided during all meetings and events so that you can participate in a way that works best
for you.
There will also be extra opportunities for members of the working group to facilitate and lead local
events.
Training and support in facilitation and leading sessions will be supplied.
This is a volunteer opportunity, where you'll be given a honorarium payment of $35.00 per hour for
your time preparing and attending meetings.
Applications close Wednesday 30 November 11.59.pm You’ll be notified of the outcome by Wednesday 7 October.
Completing the online application form available by going to the yacvic.com.au link, above.
Questions: Contact Derm on 0408674738 or dryan@yacvic.org.au

Update on progress of the independent Inquiry into the 2019–20 Victorian fire season from
The Inspector-General for Emergency Management (IGEM)
Inquiry Phase 1 – Preparedness and response
The Phase 1 report focusing on the preparedness for and response to the 2019–20 Victorian fire season was delivered to the
Victorian Government on 31 July 2020. Arrangements for tabling of the report in Parliament are at the discretion of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. Once tabled, the report and community submissions received during Phase 1 will be
publicly available from this website.
Inquiry Phase 2 – Relief and recovery
Phase 2 of the Inquiry focuses on the effectiveness and progress of relief and recovery activities and arrangements during and
after the 2019–20 Victorian fire season. We had a terrific response from the community in Phase 1 of the Inquiry and encourage affected community members to now focus on the following Phase 2 ‘matters for consideration’ as they prepare their
written submissions:


effectiveness of immediate relief and recovery work and arrangements, including at the regional and incident levels



creation of Bushfire Recovery Victoria, the National Bushfire Recovery Agency and how these entities work together for
the benefit of affected Victorian communities, including consideration of long-term efforts directed at social, economic
(including small business, tourism and agricultural sectors) and environmental recovery



effectiveness of how roles and responsibilities for recovery have been divided between Emergency Management Victoria
and Bushfire Recovery Victoria.

IGEM acknowledges that for many people, recovery can be a long-term process. Therefore, we’re undertaking the engagement
in two stages:



during the first stage we’ll gather feedback about the effectiveness of the emergency relief and initial recovery activities
(first six months after the fires)



during the second stage, we’ll gather feedback on the progress and effectiveness of recovery activities in the medium term
(12+ months after the fires).
We would like to hear from individuals and organisations about:



how the 2019-20 Victorian fires affected you



what worked well in the delivery of emergency relief and recovery activities during the first 6 months



what didn’t work as well as you would have expected or preferred



your suggestions for improvement.

We also recognise the added challenges the coronavirus emergency is having on bushfire recovery, and encourage individuals
and communities to share these impacts during the engagement process.
All community views about relief and recovery provided during Phase 1 of the Inquiry will be considered in Phase 2. While our
focus is on the effectiveness and progress of relief and recovery activities and arrangements, information relating to Phase 1
can still be provided.
Submissions addressing the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference for Phase 2 can be made through: completing the online submission
found at www.igem.vic.gov.au or emailing a submission to: igem@igem.vic.gov.au or mailing a submission to: InspectorGeneral for Emergency Management, GPO Box 4356, Melbourne VIC 3000
For further information, questions, or suggestions please contact our community engagement advisor, Anne-Louise Lindner by
email Anne-Louise.Lindner@igem.vic.gov.au or phone 03 8684 7900.

Warm Your Heart and Bum Fire Pit.
I will start with the fact that I
have been blown away with the
immediate response from all of
the kind people involved in
regards to helping put a smile on
the dials of those unfortunate
people that lost their homes to
the bushfires and will spend the
winter in temporary housing.
The story so far:
We make a product for Andrew
Stead’s Grainline in Wagga, in the
laser cutting part of the job there
are some really nice offcuts that
go to scrap.
This shits me to see it in the scrap bin because I
know how much we pay for it and as we have
grown I know what those bits were worth to me in
the past. There must be something we can do with
those pieces. A friend was given a small slot
together fire pit that normally cost around $150,
right we’ll make some of those for everyone here at
work.
Early the next week there was an article on the
news feed showing converted shipping containers
with tiny bathrooms & kitchens being delivered to
the poor buggers that lost their homes in the
bushfires that burnt the whole East coast and came
to close to us here.
I then thought surely we can make them a fire pit to
at least get them out of those containers without having to try and find the cash to
buy one. When we had a good look at what we could build from that scrap it was a
pretty pissy size unit could only use some of it.
Ok we will need more material to build something worthwhile,
So I rang Nello Compagnino MD at Apex Metals at 6:00pm Friday night told him
what I wanted to do and he jumped straight in and said what do you need?
We can also get some back up from Mark Vassella CEO of Bluescope Steel.
Material good, need to get it there. Spoke with Michael Pryor branch Manager
Mainfreight, jumped straight in, within the hour he had line it all up with the main
man in Melbourne.
Delivery good, need to package them to allow for easy distribution.
Spoke with Ricky Skey Plant Manager with Visy Board here in Wodonga, jumped
straight in, what do you need, get the sample to us and we will design a box for
you, would you like us to print anything on it?
Same deal with Bill Brown from Signode to supply us the strapping for these boxes.
Same again with Ben Kemp Plant manager Vitasoy Australia allowing us to upcycle
their pallets.
Simon O’Malley from Sensis- Yellow Pages and his team will build a landing page on
our website to put the assembly instructions and how it’s made info for us.
We hope this gives you all some joy and lets you know that you haven’t been forgotten.

Raymond Bertazzo.

BE engineered. BE warmed, BE loved, BE happy, BE seen, BE with us.
Assembly instructions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9e_GHZvzD-w&t=142s

Such a wonderful story with 20 people residing in Buchan, Gelantipy and
District receiving one of these via GIVIT.

Reprinted from Gippsland Women’s Health Newsletter
Winter/Spring 2020

Some fabulous activities on line that everyone can access for FREE at
https://www.together.vic.gov.au/
Victoria Together is an online hub to support Victorians through the
coronavirus response. As a dedicated platform, Victoria Together is
connecting Victorians to our state’s best digital experiences and
activities. Just as importantly, we’re connecting Victorians to one
another. Victoria Together includes content from:








Museums Victoria
Zoos Victoria
Australian Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI)
Victoria's art galleries

musicians, comedians and performers
health and wellbeing practitioners

Browsing categories include: Live music / arts, exhibitions and design / Celebrate our diversity / Children / Comedy / Film and
cinema / Food and drink / Games / Music / Older Victorians /
Regional communities / Science and nature / Sport and exercise /
Theatre and dance / Wellbeing
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that this
website may contain images and voices of people who have died.
Lots of the content on this site is definitely suitable for kids - but as
with any online activity, we’d recommend parents’ discretion and
monitoring.
You can submit your content for inclusion on this site. We evaluate
whether all submissions meet our publishing and quality criteria,
which are included on the submissions page.

East Gippsland Land Care information for Buchan and Gelantipy Landcare Members
Great News for our Farming Families and Landcare members!
Matt Stephenson who now heads up the position as the East Gippsland Landcare Networker based in Bairnsdale, has
connected in my capacity as Vice President of Buchan Landcare Group.
The EG Landcare Network is offering 5000 Local Indigenous Trees, to distribute to our fire effected Buchan/Gelantipy District
Landcare members, example being shelter belts for farms. Matt has just sent another Email letting me know we can ask for
more trees if necessary.
Matt also has enough funds to offer fencing materials at a subsidy of $6.00 per meter.
If anyone is not a Landcare member and would like to receive this offer all you need to do is sign up either as a Buchan or a
Gelantipy Landcare member.
If you are interested, please contact myself if you are a Buchan Landcare member and Judi Sykes for the Gelantipy Landcare
members and let us know how many trees you would like to receive and how much fencing is necessary to achieve planting
and protecting.
My Email address is suzannedavies555@gmail.com and my new phone number is 5155 0252. Judi Sykes phone number is
5155 0220.
We need your feedback ASAP so we can arrange with Matt, how many trees and how much fencing is needed by our farming
families.
Grace Davis has also offered to support us in this worthwhile project, so thank you Grace for your kind offer.
Suzanne Davies
Vice President
Buchan Landcare

Buchan Tool Library
Electric tools were all tested last month and are ready to go!
The Tool Library is located in a shipping container at the rear
of the Buchan Neighbourhood House .
Tools available in the library include:
Battery Chargers for Bosch, Ryobi, Hitachi, Workzone
Blower
Drills including Bosch, Hitachi, Black & Decker, Makita
Drop saws including Dewalt, Ryobi, Makita, Bosch, Ozito,
Rockwell
Grinders including Makita, Ryobi
Hammer drills
High pressure washer - Gerni
Jigsaws including Makita, Maximate, Ozito
Multi tool - Bosch
Planers including Makita, Bosch, Hitachi
Routers
Saber saws including Dewalt, Bosch
Sanders - flat and orbital - including Metabo, Ryobi, GMC,
Hitachi
Screw gun
Please contact the Neighbourhood House to access the tools
in the library.
We would also welcome any suggestions and may be able to
get hold of other tools that you may like to be available .
We have had an idea about getting a community cultivator
raised. What do you think?

Growing Back East Gippsland is a visual art competition inviting
the students of East Gippsland to produce an original piece of
work to be included in a collaborative creative project.
East Gippsland has suffered several recent acute shocks
following drought, bushfires and other subsequent events.
Gippslandia would love you to create a piece of A4 landscapeshaped art that symbolises ‘Regrowth, Resilience and Hope’ to
you and/or your community.
Your art work can be provided in various forms, such as Photo,
Drawing, Painting, Story, Poem, etc.
After you have taken a photo or scanned the artwork, send the
entry in! It’s as simple as that really.
The Competition opens on Mon 24 August 2020 and entries
must be submitted by 28 September.
Judging will take place in October 2020. Winning entries will
receive a gift card for $50, and their artwork will be included in
Gippslandia’s Regrowth Calendar and Virtual Gallery.

Direct queries to: growingbackeastgippsland@gmail.com
For further information, go to:
www.gippslandia.com.au/growingbackeastgippsland

From Cabaret, progressive rock and jazz, spoken word and puppetry, to Polynesian laments and
gypsy czardas, and Zumba dance, this year’s Festival has something for everyone! Watch a
performance now and get in the groove. This important Victorian Government initiative celebrates
older Victorians and the valuable contribution they make to our community. Back for its 38th year,
the Victorian Seniors Festival provides an opportunity for older Victorians to enjoy especially
curated content that they can watch and listen to. From May through to October 2020 weekly
video performances and interviews will be posted. From July through October monthly radio
entertainment will be posted. See: https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festivalsandawards

Council has just launched a new community e-newsletter: My Council, My Community.
The newsletter will keep you up to date with bushfire recovery, COVID 19, plus events and activities across the Shire.
Subscribe at: www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/About_Us/Publications_and_Policies/My_Council_My_Community_newsletter

Plan now for winter firewood needs
Firewood collectors across Gippsland are being urged to start planning their winter firewood needs as part of the opening of
the spring collection season.
From 1st September, designated firewood collection areas will open across Victoria, allowing communities to gather wood for
personal use.
All firewood collection activities must comply with public health measures, prioritising the safety of the Victorian community.
Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) Gippsland Deputy Chief Fire Officer, Bethany Roberts said: “We are anticipating an
increased demand for firewood during the spring and autumn collection seasons.”
“Due to a range of impacts, including last summer’s bushfires, we are anticipating that demand will exceed supply in some areas of the region.” Dr Roberts said.
“We are urging people who rely on firewood for heating and cooking to consider all options, including purchasing firewood
from local merchants selling legally obtained wood.
“In fire affected communities, we are continuing to look for opportunities to provide alternative collection areas and restrict
access to residents of certain post codes or local government areas.
“We want to remind the community that firewood can only be taken from designated collection areas in state forests or parks
during approved collection seasons.
“Designated collection areas are selected for a range of reasons including the availability of firewood, community safety, and
to protect sites of cultural and environmental significance.
“Firewood collected from public land is for personal use only and cannot be sold.
“It’s important to stay within collection limits, which are in place to prevent households stockpiling large volumes of firewood
from public land and denying others a supply.
“Collection limits include taking a maximum of two cubic metres per person per day and a maximum of 16 cubic metres
per household per financial year.
“The felling of trees and cutting of hollow logs for firewood is also prohibited. Hollow logs and dead trees provide critical habitat for a wide variety of native species.”
Firewood collection from roadsides is managed by local government agencies and usually requires a permit. Residents are encouraged to contact their local councils directly for further details.
Authorised officers patrol parks, forests and reserves to ensure people are doing the right thing.
Under the Forest Act 1958, people who collect firewood outside designated collection areas or season or take more than the
maximum allowable amounts can face fines of up to $8,261, or a maximum penalty of one-year imprisonment or both, if the
matter goes to court.
For further information on firewood collection or to report illegal or suspicious behaviour in public land areas, please contact
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning on 136 186.
The spring season closes on 30th November. Further information, including interactive online maps, will be available once the
season opens at www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood

Upon a Midnight Death
The door was ajar. So, after several knockings, I entered calling out 'Anyone home?' This was not like

Jerry and Simone, leaving the door open when they went out. Which was hardly ever. I padded
softly through the house calling out every now and again.
I could hear strains of a recording being played. Flute music. Strange. I followed my ears to the
music. It was coming from their back room where a small bed was always made up in case of visitors.
As I approached, I could see the door was fully opened but the light was out. I peered in, and, adjusting my eyes to the dimness, I saw
Simone sitting, swaying, in a chair at the head of the bed. And, I could see a form lying in the bed. It appeared to be Jerry. And Jerry was
dead.
I stopped. I had never been in this situation before. Finding a friend dead, and his wife grieving beside him. My eyes started to cry, as I ran,
'Simone! Simone!' And took her in my arms and burst into tears on her chest. We stayed like that for what must have been hours. The music
played the same tune, over and over again. Simone didn't seem to know that I was there. Every now and then, she would hum to the music
and tap her foot, and at the same time, I could see more tears in her eyes. Eventually, I raised myself and went outside to compose myself,
and to ring the doctor. Then I went back into the room, turned off the music, and with great effort, managed to get Simone out to the
kitchen. She was still in her trance, the music playing inside her head, and memories appearing like they were just happening. And all
contained her beloved Jerry.
Making her a cup of tea, I tried to ask her about Jerry. Had he been ill? Did he know what was happening? Many, many questions I wanted to
ask, but Simone seemed oblivious to anyone except the characters in her head. Her memories. I went back into the room to check on Jerry.
He was lying there with his eyes closed, hands neatly folded on his chest, and a sheet drawn up to his neck. Obviously, Simone had attended
to him after his last breath, put the music on, and sat beside him. How long he had been gone, no one knows. I couldn't ask Simone. She
wouldn't tell me even if she could hear me. I estimated that it was sometime during the night. I could see his old, wizened, face looking up at
me. I bent down and kissed his lips for the last time. Then drew the sheet up over his face.
As I turned, Simone was standing in the doorway. She put out her hand as if to stop me adjusting the sheet. I rushed over to her and the two
of us collapsed together, clutching each other in tears of grief.
She said nothing, but I could feel that she was more communicative than before. I led her back to the kitchen, where I threw out the cold
tea, and made her a hot cup. This time, she sipped at it.
She started mouthing something. I couldn’t make out what she was saying, but then, the vocal came and I could. ‘Why what a nice bicycle.’
She remained silent for a few seconds, then ‘No, I don’t want a ride home, particularly with a man I’ve hardly met.’ Silent again. ‘What was
your name? Jerry?’ ‘Oh, alright, I can sit on the bar.’ Then she was quiet again.

She started up again, after a few minutes, but this time she was cross. ‘I told you, Jerry, I am not opening this door!’ Quiet, again. ‘Stop it!
Stop it, Jerry. I will not open this … Oh, how beautiful. For me?’ I could see the big bunch of flowers, and then ‘Get up, Jerry. Get up.’ ‘Jerry,
do you mean it. Of course I will. Will be your wife, and partner, and lover, and everything. Ohhh.’
Without turning, she said 'Gerald Turner Hall, do you swear to take Simone Regina Mitcham as your lawful wife, to have and to hold, in
sickness and in health, from this day forward, ‘til death do you part.' There was a silence. Then 'I do.' She was remembering back to over
fifty years ago, to their wedding. A day which was the pinnacle of their lives, and in which their love for each other was made complete for
then, now, and always. I walked into their lounge and saw the photograph of their wedding and took it to Simone. She looked at it with
some puzzlement. 'Why dear, how did you do that? We were just married this minute.'
Simone sat at the kitchen table, sipping her cup of tea, and remembering her whole life. For Jerry was her whole life, no matter how you
looked at it. There were children, and a good number of them, but all had shifted away. So, it was left to the two of them, in their large
sprawling house, to live and of course, love. For although now, one had gone, physically, his memory would always be in Simone's mind for now, and always.
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Over June and July 2020, Emergency Leaders for Climate Action (ELCA) hosted Australia’s first virtual
bushfire and climate change summit to coordinate a national response to the Australian climate and
bushfire crises. The 2020 National Bushfire and Climate Summit brought together hundreds of
participants from across the country, and the world, to share their experiences, and to formulate
recommendations to address the worsening risk of devastating bushfires fuelled by climate change.
The Australian Bushfire and Climate Plan is the culmination of that effort.
The Australian Bushfire and Climate Plan provides a broad plan and practical ideas for governments,
fire and land management agencies and communities to help us mitigate and adapt to worsening
fire conditions. The plan’s 165 recommendations include many measures that can be implemented
right now, to ensure communities are better protected. You can download a copy of the plan here:
https://emergencyleadersforclimateaction.org.au/australian-bushfire-climate-plan/

Gippsland Primary Health Network (Gippsland PHN) works to improve health and
wellbeing of people across Gippsland.
We do not deliver direct services; our job is to make the health system work
better, especially for people who find it hard to access the help they need.
We rely on information from Gippsland people to help us work on what is needed
most.
We are now recruiting participants for interviews / group discussions to learn
more about dementia.
This will inform their ongoing Needs Assessment.
As a first stage, they would like to hear from;
1. people living with dementia or worried about their memory,
2. family and carers of people living with dementia, and
3. professionals working with dementia services and supports.
Participants can choose between taking part in an interview (30-45 minutes, phone or Zoom) or a group discussion (60-90
minutes via Zoom).
Non professionals will receive a $50 supermarket voucher.
Later, a survey will be designed based on themes in interviews and group discussions.
Ways to access more information or to complete the consent form to participate in an interview or group discussion;

To find out more, go to https://www.gphn.org.au/tell-gippsland-phn

includes online form to provide consent
Phone Gippsland PHN on (03) 5175 5444 to request a mailed copy of the information or to ask questions.

STRENGTHENING THE FIGHT AGAINST PESTS AND WEEDS IN GIPPSLAND
The Federal Government is ramping up its fight against pest animals and weeds with the
announcement of a $13 million funding pool to better equip farmers and land managers.
Local MP Darren Chester said a funding opportunity for organisation with a proven
research and development ability would help create better tools and technologies to
control pest species. “Pest animals and weeds are a significant threat throughout the
region and affect local farmers, the ecosystem and the economy,” Mr Chester said. "Our
farmers and land managers are already doing a great job managing the impact of pests
on their land, but there’s more to be done to minimise the damage they create and the
risks they post. “Throughout Gippsland we have pests – including wild dogs, foxes,
rabbits and deer – causing harm to livestock and native animals and to vegetation on
farms and in bushland. “This program will help ensure we are on the front foot against
pests while improving the resilience and guarding the productivity of our farmland. Mr Chester said the grants program would
look at new advanced control solutions that would challenge traditional approaches to pest control and innovations in
detection and monitoring. “Examples of projects could be investigating genetic modification technologies, chemical and nonchemical herbicides, disruption technologies and electronic resources,” Mr Chester said. Funding applications for the
Advancing Pest Animal and Weed Control Solutions grants program are open until September 25, 2020.
For details, visit: https://www.agriculture.gov.au/pests-diseases-weeds/pest-animals-and-weeds/grant-round
People can be so kind….
The Lakes Entrance Baptist Church has contacted the community and are offering assistance to help and support people who
maybe struggling to re-establish their properties.
They have a pool of volunteers that can assist with the manual work and have a trailer fitted out with chainsaws, brush
cutters, fencing gear and hand tools. Some of the practical things they have been doing in some of the other communities
under the current Covid restrictions with land holders include clearing fence-lines, building fences, clearing away fire
damaged sheds, sifting through sheds, building small structures and cutting wood.
If you are in need of some assistance please contact Lynn Carter, Community Chaplain on 0409 942 086 or Norm Carter,
Community Chaplain on 0417 326 620.
The Community Laundry at the Recreation Reserve will be closing at the end of September and the equipment and generator
returned to Coates Hire. The community would like to thank Coates for the generosity they have shown in providing us with
the laundry facilities and generator after the fires to assist us in our recovery. They also came to Buchan to regularly service
all the equipment including the tractor. And thank you to those who helped to keep the fuel tank filled including Jack Free
and Richard McAuliffe.
And thank you to Peter White for recently tagging and testing the Tools in the Tool Library. We really appreciate your help.

HLTAID001 CPR-Online Training & Virtual
Classroom at home or workplace.
Cost would be $100 per person and unfortunately no
refund unless the places can be filled
Payment is required before the course can be booked
to ensure numbers and if I does not proceed with the
booking due to low numbers then the full amount will
be refunded.
It can take up to 3 weeks to organise the start date.
How it works
1/2 hr online pre training & up to 1 ½ hours virtual
classroom
Once St John's receive details of the participants
completing the training, St John's will send them a
unique link via email to complete their online theory
work and assessment. The online work is mandatory
and participants can only participate in the Zoom class
if this is completed. A Zoom link will be emailed to all
of the participants for them to participate in the
assessment. Zoom classes are conducted by one of St
John's accredited trainers and they only allow a
maximum of 8 participants per class to ensure the
high standard of training their customers expect is
maintained.
Participants will be required to have a smart device or
computer with camera and microphone and an
internet connection.
For further information about this course contact
Merralyn Barnes
Centre Manager
m | 0422541788 p | 5154 1788 f | 5154 1760
e | info@orbostedcentre.org.au
www.facebook.com/orbosteducationcentre
www.orbostedcentre.org.au
Monday-Thursdays 9.00am-3pm.

East Gippsland Shire Outreach Services
The doors may be closed, but our libraries are still operating!
Bairnsdale Library is now providing a Click and Collect Service.
Call the Library on 5152 4225 / 5153 9500 or email library@egipps.vic.gov.au to organise a pick up.
Pick up will be by contactless appointment only and will be operating within the COVID-19 stage 3 restrictions.
All library after hours returns chutes will be open.
You can ask for certain items, certain authors or give your reading/watching preferences and we will choose for you.
If you already have books on reserve, please call to confirm a pickup time.

BUSHFIRE CASE SUPPORT PROGRAM
SUPPORTING LOCAL COMMUNITIES
After a bushfire, sometimes people are unsure of what to do
next. The Bushfire case support program provides practical
support for people who have been affected by the Victorian
bushfires.
Support can be provided face to face, over the phone or at a
location that suits you. It is a free service.








Discussing your needs and the next steps
Information and support to access services
Completing paperwork and accessing grants
Community information
Financial counselling and assistance with insurance
Advice for business owners
Financial support to help with immediate needs.

To access this program or find out more:
Call 1800 560 760 from 8am – 6pm
weekdays and 9am – 5pm on weekends

If you need assistance with your IT needs including using
devices such as your computer, phone or tablet please call
us at the Neighbourhood House.
Our computer teacher Lee Flynn is available to offer one on
one tech support to help you:
Maintain your device or computer, including security
checks and updating your programs
Completing online applications, filling out grants, or
uploading ZIP files
Access Zoom meetings or signing PDFs online
Use Excel or other Office programs
Online shopping
Connect with family and friends
Please call 0427 586 038 to arrange an appointment.

Email: bushfirerecovery@windermere.org.au

DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR FARMERS
Register with Rural Aid for disaster assistance,
available for farmers and primary producers
affected by drought, fire and floods. The
assistance program includes:

domestic water deliveries

fodder deliveries

financial assistance, subject to meeting Rural Aid criteria

Farm Army volunteers to help on your farm.

Rural Aid also supports eligible farmers with prepaid gift cards
and provides confidential counselling assistance.
Learn more at ruralaid.org.au or call 1300 327 624
It has come to our attention that the
names and contact details of some local
residents and businesses have not been
included in the most recent publication
of the White Pages telephone book for the region.
If you would like to be included in the next edition of the White Pages,
please contact your landline or mobile phone service provider
(depending on the number your request is associated with).

We are able to provide one-on-one assistance face-to-face
using social distancing rules.
If you require any printing you can email it to us at
buchanbnh@bigpond.com
and we can arrange a collection time.

Church Services
Catholic Church
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road,
Buchan.
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at
9am until further notice.
For service details contact
Mary Wheeler 5155 9330
Uniting Church
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church, Main Street,
Buchan. Services are held at St Mary’s Anglican Church, Main
Street, Buchan.
For service details contact Leona Lavell 5155 9395
Anglican Church
St Mary’s, Main Street, Buchan. Meets 3rd Sunday of each month.
For service details contact Rhonda Coates 5155 9373

