
Buchan Phoenix 

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai 
People, the Traditional Owners of the land on which we gather, 
and pay our respects to their Elders both past and present. 

The Buchan Neighbourhood House do not take responsibility for opinions expressed by  contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.  The     

Editors reserve the right to  reject  articles  and advertisements and to edit submissions if necessary.  All submissions should carry the 

author’s full name, address and phone number, or anonymously if preferred.   Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to 

Thursday from 9.00am until 4.30pm 

What's inside this issue 

 Classifieds.  Get yours today! 

 Walk to Change the Story 

 Leaves of War Part Four 

 Flower & Arts n Crafts Show Photography  
 Competition and Display 

 Remembrance Day 

 Get BUCHAN weather 

 and more... 

Rising from the ashes… 
Communication for the community by the community. 

November 2018 Issue 28 

The newsletter is delivered to every household in the District and is also available 
online at buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House.  All       
editions will soon be available electronically at the State Library online site. 
If you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure that a 
copy is mailed to your address.  
Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST per 12 editions to 
anyone outside the district or contact us with your email address and we can send an 
electronic version for free. 
Dates for submissions will be advertised in each edition and we welcome your  
contributions.   Submissions closing date for December will be Monday  3rd 
We welcome articles and other contributions from the general public, clubs and   
organisations and submissions can be sent to buchanbnh@bigpond.com or drop 
them into the Neighbourhood House.  
Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions. 

 

Heritage East Gippsland Timber Exhibition pop-up at Buchan is open Sunday 18 November then Saturday 24 and 25 but if you are in 
Buchan on any day call Rhonda Coates and she can open it for 
you if she is home.  Contact details on notice board at the Old 
Post Office.  



 Monthly Weekend Shoot 
Every 4th Sunday of the month 

Black powder in 1st Sunday 
Open 10am to 4pm 

Not a member?? – come and try shooting under  
supervision 

Range Address: Bruthen Buchan Rd, Buchan  
(18km from the Princes Hwy) 

For more information, please phone 
President: Julian- 0417370036 
Secretary: Garry - 0427867868 

Servicing East Gippsland and Surrounds Liquid Waste Needs 
Specialising in liquid waste disposal. 

Septic tank cleaning - triple interceptors  
waste water removal - grease traps.  

ph.  0439 400 480 

Justice of Peace 

Arrangements can be made with Janice 

Coates  

 Phone 51 559 301 

Callemondah Café 
Home-Style Food  

Hot and Cold Drinks 

Nursery & Giftware 

Antiques & Collectables 

Bought and sold (Cash Paid) 

0412575232  

Open 10 to 3pm most days 

 

 
 

For information contact        
Peter Washington 0418 337 955 
 

East Gippsland Water Standpipe Tokens are now 
available at the Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 
1 token provides 1,000 litres of water 

$4.10 per token 
 (Please note that the tokens have gone up by 10 cents)  

The stand pipe is located outside the netball courts near 
the Chestnut Tree 

 



The Nationals Member for Gippsland East Tim Bull has 
announced Buchan and Gelantipy Bush Nursing Centres 
will each receive an additional $10,000 per year for two 
years, if the Liberal Nationals are elected next month. Dur-
ing the two-year period, the Liberal Nationals will also un-
dertake a review to inform the development of a flexible 
funding and delivery model for the services. “The recur-
rent funding model of bush nursing centres from this city-
centric Labor Government has not changed to keep pace 
with the growth in their services, with many running on the 
smell of an oily rag,” said Mr Bull, who has received repre-
sentations from various BNCs about their ongoing viability 
in recent months. 

Buchan Recreation Reserve and Hall  
All bookings for these facilities can now be made by contacting Evelyn Schmidt on 0427586038 or by 

emailing buchanhallandrec@gmail.com 
 

In emergencies keys to both the Hall and Recreation    
Pavilion are available at the SES/CFA shed in the Main Street.   

Keys to this building are available by contacting  
Peter White - Buchan CFA or Ray Moreland - Buchan Police. 

 
Please note that camping is only permitted at the recreation reserve for special events or groups  

 



WW1 Letters of Keith Churchill Rogers 
So far into the story of Keith Rogers wartime experiences we have looked at the letters and   
feelings of the new enlistees and an article on “What to take” if your off to the front.  We found 
out that Seymour was considered the worst training camp in Australia by local Reg Hume in a 
letter to Keith and what live was like in the Military Camp in Castlemaine in 1916.    In this edition 
Part Four Keith prepares to leave for war on the T.S.S. Themistocles 

 





The Buchan Flower and Arts n’ Craft Show – by Jen Martin 
 
The first time I came to Buchan I was a 15-year-old girl with a bunch of scouts who was yet to learn that ‘spelunking’ was a real thing 
and that this small town in far east Gippsland with its caves and its river was about to become a part of my life for the next three  
decades.  It will come as no surprise to the locals that Buchan got into the blood of me and Mine. Friends moved up here and made 
lives on farms and in communes, building homes, getting married, having babies and along the way, in always sad and sometimes the 
most tragic of circumstances, burying loved ones.  I’ve kept returning to this gem of a hamlet that looks like it has been flung straight 
out of Tolkien’s Middle-Earth and each time the place seems to delight in confounding my expectations that ‘not much happens’ four 
and something hours from Melbourne.  
 
This time the ‘not much happens’ was the annual Buchan Flower and Arts n’ Crafts Show.  So Marty and me made our way up main 
street, promising ourselves we’d come back to the old post office to see the timber history display and pop down to the Uniting 
Church for the photography competition.  The posters had promised a ‘rustic and rural’ display of roses and cut flowers and when we 
stepped inside we both stood for a moment taking in the swirls of colour and explosions of greenery as plants and blooms crowded 
each other for attention.  
 
First, a confession.  I come from a great family of gardeners.  Unfortunately that gene has eluded me.  My daughter reckons the 
plants quake when I come near them with the garden hose, let alone the secateurs (and yes, I had to look that up). She calls me the 
‘Dexter’ of the plant world after the Netflix series about a loveable serial killer.  (Okay he maybe wasn’t that loveable but I’m trying to 
claw back some self-esteem).  
 
In a terrible irony I have inherited my great-aunt Lil’s garden. Her orchids and her rosebushes are the stuff of legend in suburban  
Donvale.  When she died family members literally broke into her backyard to save her pot-plants from falling into my hands - as if 
rescuing babies from an oncoming tsunami.  They were wise.  Thanks to my mother’s careful attention (she doesn’t like the word 
‘nagging’ and although she’s 77-years-old and uses a walker her tongue can still rip strips of you at 30 paces) I’ve averted disaster.  I 
don’t deserve her roses and they are far too good to me, rewarding my hacking with gorgeous blooms that I show off shamelessly to  
friends, claiming them as mine, all mine.  
 
So, the Buchan Flower and Arts n’ Crafts Show was something of a revelation.  Who knew there was a single petal rose?  And that 
such a thing could be exalted to the status of something called a ‘Champion Rose’?  But there it was.  On its own podium proudly 
schooling me that less, can indeed, be more.  So now I know (and I also discovered I have such a thing next to my letterbox, quietly 
minding its own business).  And it was surrounded by all the other roses who were busy shouting ‘look at me! Smell me’.  
 
So many colours and combinations - there was arctic white, the softest apricot, startling bright yellows, mauves, every shade of pink 
you could imagine and gorgeous mauves through to blood red.  There were blooms that looked like someone had dumped fresh  
raspberries into a bowl of thick cream and stirred. There were single stemmed roses standing proud in their green and brown beer 
stubby vases, there were stems heavy with multiple blooms, there were rose arrangements that left me knowing without doubt that 
what I was doing (or neglecting to do) in the dirt at home was yet another crime on my rap-sheet.  And the perfume!  Not a place for 
those troubled by hay fever but I was happily light-headed by the time I’d made my way to the ‘Champion Rose’.   
 
Then there were the ‘succulents’ and again I found myself admiring arrangements of cacti with their fat, juicy foliage and bright   
flowers. Beyond these examples of potted perfection we saw flowers pouring out of teapots and among my most favourite – the  
tiniest, most perfect carnations I’d ever seen. I was immediately shamed that up until then I’d seen carnations as the cheapskate’s 
last-minute apology option – grabbed from a bucket at a service station. This was more a comment on my taste in men than the 
worth or otherwise of this innocent flower.  
 
Apart from plants there was art – wonderful paintings of local scenes that remained behind our eyes long after we left the Buchan 
Hall (how did she get that corrugated iron looking so real?) and quilts and sewing that were both precise and beautiful. As for the art 
and craft by local primary school and kinder kids – let’s just say that Jake and Skye’s creations have left me looking at my empty toilet 
rolls and wondering just what their true destiny is.  And saddened they they’ll never achieve it in my hands.  Bravo. 
 
As if this wasn’t enough to consolidate my feelings of inferiority we stopped to buy Ev’s first place chocolate cupcakes on our way 
out.  It would have been impolite not to – not to mention impossible after running the delicious gauntlet of cakes that included fruit 
cakes, chocolate cakes, orange cakes and an array of baked goods.  Of course I’ve left out so much and I hope my sincere apologies at 
my amateur status gives me some immunity and allows me back in the door next year. 
 
The cupcakes didn’t disappoint and we left feeling very smug at knowing some of the big 
winners. I am sure their cooking and        gardening and crafting skills have rubbed off on 
me and I know we both took a bit of Buchan away with us.  I even considered     weeding 
when I got home.  I did.  
 
A Big thank you to Jen for writing this article for our newsletter. 



Buchan Flower and Arts n Craft Show Photography Competition and Display 
 
Raffle Winners          Best Rose in Show 
            Shirley Waack 
First Prize            
Outdoor Metal Garden Table made by local artist Matt Burns    Aggregate Winner 
Evelyn Schmidt          Melva Woodgate 
          
Second Prize           Novice Award 
Garden Feature made by local artist Matt Burns      Toni Gatter 
Monica Gardiner 
            Outstanding Entry 
Third Prize           Philippa Greene 
Large plant donated by Potted Pear 
Mary Gilbert 
 
Forth Prize 
Gift Voucher from Dahlsens and aroma diffuser from the Buchan General Store 
Shirley Waack 

Another great show, competition and display for Buchan this year and the quality of the photos at the Uniting Church were         
outstanding.  The committee would like to thank the sponsors and the community for their participation and in particular the            
volunteers who moved the equipment and help set up the hall and the church and assisted with the entries .  We could not do it 
without all your help.  Also a big thank you to all the judges who give their time to come to judge all the entries.   Our thanks to the 
local Kindergarten and Primary School who throughout the year prepare and collect the children's work for our show and of course 
the Bairnsdale Show.  Judy Gray put together another wonderful banner that was placed over the steps that really set off the theme 
to “Celebrate Spring”.   
We also have an old glass milk bottle that may have been used in a display and can be collected from the Buchan Neighbourhood 
House. 



Remembrance Day Sunday 11th November 2018 
Commemorating the Centenary of Armistice 

Our invited guests the 13th Light Horse Brigade stole the show with their impressive uni-
forms and parade down the Avenue of Honour.  Starting at the Aleppo Pine, the six horse in      
attendance stopped at each aisle of trees and the names of the soldiers whom the trees 
were planted for were read out including their battalion and whether they returned or gave 
their lives in Supreme Sacrifice.    

Clare Edwards, Principal Buchan 
Primary School gave a very moving 
speech about the First World War 
and her personal experiences of 
what it was and is like to have 

family who were  and are involved in war activities and how this effects all members of a 
family.  Clare also listed the many wars and conflicts that are still   being fought around the 
world today including  Australian Peace keeping efforts and the war on Isis.   
 
Thank you to the students at the Primary School for cleaning up the Avenue weeding,     
sweeping and preparing the gardens before the ceremony and to our East Gippsland Shire 
Representative Councillor Jackson Roberts for attending our ceremony.   
 
And our best wishes and a speedy recovery to members of the Avenue of Honour Com-
mittee members who were unable to attend this year, Zillah Norfolk who has recently had a 
hip    replacement and is currently recuperating and Clive Norfolk who has also has a recent 
hospital visit. 
 
LEST WE FORGET 

East Gippsland Shire 
Outreach Services 
Library Books can be  
reserved, collected or  

returned at the  
Neighbourhood House.   

Mobile Library Bus days are held  
fortnightly on a Tuesday.  

Future visits  
20th November 
4th December 

Library schedules, 
Council minutes or planning   

permits are also available upon  
request at the  

Neighbourhood House 
 

 
 

Weatherlink 2.0 
Get the app for local 
weather from the Buchan 
Caves Reserve weather 
station or you can also 
access the information on computer 
 

Total rain from 14/11/18 

M A S S A G E 
Tuesday 11th December 

Tuesday 15th January 
From 10 am 

Late appointment by advanced  
Booking 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  
at the  

Buchan Neighbourhood House 
 including: 

Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports  
Therapies,   Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby Massage.   

Available for adults and children of all 
ages. 

$60 one hour session  
For further information and bookings  
contact the Buchan Neighbourhood 
House or Sharon Dent by email at  

 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 
0468387524 

 

Photos by Rohan Rogers from the Wulgulmerang Team Penning held on the       

Saturday and Sunday of the Melbourne Cup Weekend. 

 


