
Buchan Phoenix 

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunaikurnai 
People, the Traditional Owners of the land on which we gather, 
and pay our respects to their Elders both past and present. 

The Buchan Neighbourhood House do not take responsibility for opinions expressed by  contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.  The     

Editors reserve the right to  reject  articles  and advertisements and to edit submissions if necessary.  All submissions should carry the 

author’s full name, address and phone number, or anonymously if preferred.   Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to 

Thursday from 9.00am until 4.30pm 

What's inside this issue 

 Classifieds.  Get yours today! 

 Spicks n Specks night at the pub.  Cancelled 

 Snowy River Sprint road closures 

 Leaves of War Part Two 

 Timber Exhibition 

 Community Fire Preparedness 

 Flower & Arts n Crafts Show 

 Gelantipy News 

 A Community BBQ to Suport our Farmers 

 Meet the canditates 

  

 and more... 

Rising from the ashes… 
Communication for the community by the community. 

September 2018 Issue 26 

The newsletter is delivered to every household in the District and is also available 
online at buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at Buchan Neighbourhood House.  All       
editions will soon be available electronically at the State Library online site. 
If you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure that a 
copy is mailed to your address.  
Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee of $16.50 incl. GST per 12 editions to 
anyone outside the district or contact us with your email address and we can send an 
electronic version for free. 
Dates for submissions will be advertised in each edition and we welcome your  
contributions.   Submissions closing date for October will be Monday  8th 
We welcome articles and other contributions from the general public, clubs and   
organisations and submissions can be sent to buchanbnh@bigpond.com or drop 
them into the Neighbourhood House.  
Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions. 

 



 Monthly Weekend Shoot 
Every 4th Sunday of the month 

Black powder in 1st Sunday 
Open 10am to 4pm 

Not a member?? – come and try shooting under  
supervision 

Range Address: Bruthen Buchan Rd, Buchan  
(18km from the Princes Hwy) 

For more information, please phone 
President: Julian- 0417370036 
Secretary: Garry - 0427867868 

Servicing East Gippsland and Surrounds Liquid Waste Needs 
Specialising in liquid waste disposal. 

Septic tank cleaning - triple interceptors  
waste water removal - grease traps.  

ph.  0439 400 480 

 

 

Callemondah Café 
Home-Style Food  

Hot and Cold Drinks 

Nursery & Giftware 

Antiques & Collectables 

Bought and sold (Cash Paid) 

0412575232  

Open 10 to 3pm most days 

 

 
 

22nd & 23rd September 2018 
For information contact        
Peter Washington 0418 337 955 

 



Photo one:  Peter Sandy of Buchan, Oliver Blion and Bruce Jennings of Paynesville 
Photos two: Cr. Jackson Roberts and Tom Giles of Buchan 

A Change of Plan... 

We have cancelled the Spick n Specks quiz night at the Buchan 

Caves Hotel that was to be held on Friday 21st September.  This 

date would have clashed with the Snowy River Sprint.  (My    

oversight) We will reschedule for next year as this  was  being 

held to get us out and about during the winter months.  We will 

save it for next year winter doldrums. 

We had a great Father’s Day at the Recreation Reserve for the     
Buchan Drone Flying Day with around 22 people dropping in to have 
a fly.  We provided some information about drones and flying,      
privacy rules and how to find out where you can fly.   
Councillor Jackson Roberts supported us on the day with his skills 
and knowledge and we thank him for coming along.  He filmed a  
couple of scenes on the day at the reserve, and when they are ready 
l will post them on our Facebook page.   
We also had the Lift Off drone simulator program running in the   
Pavilion.  A great way to learn how to fly without crashing your 
drone.   
There are so many different types of drones and here is a list of all 
the variables. 
Rotary drones that can be Single, Tricopter, Quadcopter, Hexacopter 
Octocopter or Fixed Wing. 
Varying sizes from Very Small Drones to Mini Drones to Medium 
Drones and then the Large Drones. 
Then there are ones that fly according to Range so they come in Very 
Close Range, Close Range, Short Range, Mid-Range and then there 
are drone for Endurance. 
And finally they can come with a camera, first person viewing, GPS 
and stabilizers.  Whew. 
We are now looking at the possibility of conducting a Drone Racing 
Event in Buchan together with the Wantirna Drone Flying Club.   
Some of these drones get up to 140 km per hour in speed.  It would 
be a great event to hold and attract visitors from around the state.  
We will apply for some support funding from the shire regional 
events grants for the project. 
Contributor: Evelyn Schmidt Buchan Neighbourhood House 



 at Buchan NH 

East Gippsland Shire 
Outreach Services 
Library Books can be  

reserved, collected or  
returned at the  

Neighbourhood House.   
Mobile Library Bus days are held  

fortnightly on a Tuesday.  
Future visits  

25th Sept and 9th Oct2018 
Library schedules, 

Council minutes or planning   
permits are also available upon  

request at the  
Neighbourhood House 
 

 
 
 

The Snowy River Sprint Tarmac Rally is being held 

at Buchan on Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 September. 

 
Race schedules will be available at the pub, Roadhouse and General Store on 
the Thursday before the race. 
  
Information signs will also be erected on the Thursday 20th September at the 
old CFA shed (Buchan Orbost Road) where you to can register your mobile 
number for event road open & road closed updates via text with the Chaplain 
Transporter which is also Rally Base.  So drop in and log your mobile number 
with the team for the updates to be text to you.  

If you have any questions about the race have a chat with the Chaplain or if you 
want to chat about life in general.    

 

For SOS A and SOS B  Please call Rally base on    0409 163 755 
 

Road Closures for Saturday and Sunday 

8am and 10am 

1pm and 3pm 

From old CFA  building to Kingsley (farm) but it will be open as soon as last car 
goes through and sweep vehicle opens road.  

  

12 noon to 1pm Saturday. Cars in the main street.  See the cars and meet 
the drivers. 

 

Visit by local school children to view some race cars on Friday afternoon at  
Recreation Reserve with Burrowes Race Team.  

  

Servicing of cars will be at the Recreation Reserve  

 

 
 

 

East Gippsland Water Standpipe 
Tokens are now available at the 
Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 
1 token provides 1,000 litres of 

water 
$4.10 per token 

 (Please note that the tokens have gone up by 

10 cents)  

The stand pipe is located outside 
the netball courts near the 

Chestnut Tree 

M A S S A G E 
Tuesday 2nd October 

From 10 am.   
Late appointment by advanced  

Booking 
MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  

at the  
Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 including: 
Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports  

Therapies,   Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby Massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 

$60 one hour session  
For further information and bookings  
contact the Buchan Neighbourhood House 
or Sharon Dent by email at  
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468387524 

The July 2018 Wildlife Shelter List for  
Gippsland is available at our community 
website buchan.vic.au.  Just type in wildlife 
in the search bar.  The list is also posted on 
the notice boards at the Neighbourhood 
House 
For 24 hour service:  
Wildlife Victoria  1300 094 535 
BADGER  1300 223 427 
RACV Roadside Assist: 131111 
Whale and Dolphin Emergency Hotline 
1300 136 017  
DELWP Wildlife Unit Gippsland 51722564 



 

Regular Bush Music Session 
“Stringybark and Greenhide it will never fail yer, Stringybark and Greenhide the main 

stay of Australia 

Where:  Wairewa Hall 
When:   3rd Saturday of the month 
Time:     2 to 5 pm 

Join us for a play along of traditional and contemporary 
Australian Bush music.  Bring your instrument, voice and 

a bush poem. (optional)  Music and words provided 
For further information contact  
Brian Blakeman 51 557 383 
Email: lemonhill@activ8.net.au 
Cost $3.00 a head to cover hall hire 
 

Proposed new WW1 Roll of Honour for Gelantipy 
New Updates... 
 

A WW1 Roll of Honour for Gelantipy used to exist, but was lost or 
disposed of.  If anyone has any knowledge of its whereabouts or 
the names that appeared on in, please contact Evelyn Schmidt at 
the Neighbourhood House, Zillah Norfork at 0429597148 or Judi 
Sykes at Karoonda Park  51 550220. 
Likely names for inclusion if a new Roll of Honours for Gelantipy is 
commissioned: - 
ROGERS Keith.             Returned 
HUME Reg.                    Supreme Sacrifice 
HUME Colin.                 Returned 
ROGERS George Edwin.  Returned 
HODGE Henry.                 Returned 
HODGE Edwin.                Returned 
McRAE Chris.                  Supreme Sacrifice 
McRAE Ewen.                  Returned 
McRAE John.                   Supreme Sacrifice 
FRAZER Alexander.         Returned 
RICKETSON Staniforth.   Returned     
REIDY Laurence.              Returned 
HARDY Daniel                  Supreme Sacrifice 
GAMMON Thomas Francis  Returned 
CONNOR Herbert             Supreme Sacrifice 
CONNOR Charles             Supreme Sacrifice 
MOON Francis                  Returned 
MOON Albert                    Returned (New Update) 
MOON Robert                  Returned (New Update) 
GILLIES Donald McRae    Returned 
WOODHOUSE John         Returned (New Update) 
WOODHOUSE Charles    Returned (New Update) 
SLOCOMBE Bernard       Supreme Sacrifice 
SLOCOMBE Harold        Returned (New Update) 
SLOCOMBE William       Returned (New Update) 
 
It should be noted that this is intended to honour these men.  If you 
know of any more names or object to the inclusion of any, please   
contact one of the numbers given.   

 

A PUBLIC GATHERING 
will be held 11.00 am Sunday 16th September 

Buchan Recreation Ground Meeting Rooms 
to raise matters of public concern with 

 
East Gippsland Independent Candidate 

Matt Stephenson 
All welcome – please bring some nibbles to share. 

  
Matt Stephenson who is standing as an Independent is a sixth gen-
eration East Gippslander with a special understanding of rural peo-
ple. In the early 1990s he worked as a tour guide at the Buchan 
Caves reserve and also worked for a time on Whelan’s property at 
The Basin.  He has had extensive experience working with Landcare, 
particularly in pest animal and plant control. He is currently working 
on a major Lovegrass Control Project in the Omeo Valley and can 
give update on deer control programs. 
  
Matt has been meeting with people across East Gippsland to hear 
their concerns. One serious issue is the heavy rate impost on farm-
ing properties with reports of rate hikes this year up to 100% from 
the previous year. Matt believes there has to be legislative change 
to acknowledge food production as vital to a sustainable future, not 
just locally but across the nation. Farming is becoming more and 
more tenuous not just through weather events but through the 
rating system driven by sale potential rather than income. 
Please make an effort to gather on Sunday 16th. Matt Stephenson 
has a genuine country background and represents an Independent 
voice to raise our critical issues. 
 
Contributor: Lynnette Treasure 

Bookings for the Buchan  
Recreation Reserve and Hall  

 

All bookings for these facilities can now be made by  
contacting Evelyn Schmidt on  
0427586038 or by emailing  

buchanhallandrec@gmail.com 
In emergencies keys to both the Hall and Recreation    

Pavilion are available at the SES/CFA shed in the Main Street.   
Keys to this building are available by contacting  

Peter White - Buchan CFA or Ray Moreland - Buchan Police. 
 

Please note that camping is only permitted at the recreation      re-
serve for special events or groups  

mailto:lemonhill@activ8.net.au


The Buchan South Avenue of Honour has come across this wonderful book “Leaves of War” WW1 Letters of 
Keith Churchill Rogers written between 1915 to 1919.  These letters were rescued from an old wooden box 
under the house at Black Mountain by his daughter June Moon and compiled by his granddaughter Joanne 
Rogers.  As described in the book “These letters to home remained in the same condition as they were 100 
years ago.  The next generation of the family played with the   contents of that box; freezing conditions from 
winter snow and dust from hot summers were not the idea environment for them to survive.   
But survive they did!” 
When Keith’s daughter June re-discovered her father’s lost words, she was determined to share the thoughts 
of this young Victorian country man with the wider community. 
 
The book is currently not available for purchase due to reediting, however we have been given   permission to 
reproduce parts of the book in the Buchan community newsletter, The Phoenix and we will provide excepts 
from the book in each edition over the next 12 months.  
These letters to family, friends and to the people who lived in the district give an incredible insight into the 
times, thoughts, the importance of religion and love of country.   
We began our journey with Keith in our last edition so this is Part Two continued….  A letter to Keith from Reg 
Hume.  Seems that the Seymour training camp was the worst in Australia and you needed to keep your eye on 
your ink pot. 





Buchan Flower & Arts n Crafts Show 2018 
Melbourne Cup Weekend  
Saturday 3rd November 

12 noon to 5pm 
Sunday 4th November 

10am to 4pm 
Buchan Hall 

Admission Flower Show $3 
All Student $1 

Cake Stall on Saturday 
Car Boot Sale on Sunday 

Tea, Coffee and Scones Available 
Raffle Drawn Sunday at 3pm 

 
Photography Competition and Display 

Uniting Church 
10am to 4pm 

Admission Photography $2 
 

Programs are now available at the Buchan General Store, 
Roadhouse and Neighbourhood House 

50 cents 
 

Please note that we have made some changes to the craft 
section of the program.  All knitting and Crochet now 

comes under two sections as ANY ARTICLE Crochet or ANY 
ARTICLE Knitting.  There are no longer any sub sections. 

 
Produce Flowers and potted plants will be accepted on  
Friday night between 5—6 pm or on Saturday morning  

between 7.30am and 9 am 
 

All handiwork and craft and art are to be in Thursday 1st 
November from 2pm 

INTERPRETATION SIGN INSTALLED AT THE BUCHAN CEMETERY  
A very large Interpretation Sign was installed at the Buchan     
Cemetery on Thursday 6 September. The information on the sign 
provides the history of the cemetery and the pioneers buried 
there. The graves listed belong to people who settled in the district 
before 1900. Not all pioneer families are listed because they are 
buried elsewhere.  
A grant was obtained from the Public Record Office Victoria and 
the project has been driven by The Friends of the Buchan         
Cemetery with the permission of the Buchan Cemetery Trust. 
Frances Haldane has been the driving force behind the research 
and creation of the sign and is to be congratulated for her hard 
work and the final result.   
Contributor: Rhonda Coates 

How to do a speed test to know how fast your internet is      

working. 

It’s never been faster or easier to take a Speed test and we       
recommend using the program Ookla the most popular online 
speed test.  
On your computer or lap too go to http://www.speedtest.net/ and 
just press go.  The speed at the Neighbourhood house on Thursday 
at 11.25 am was Ping 28, Download 35.27 and the upload speed 
was 10.61 using NbN Fixed Wireless internet. 

Or if your using a mobile or tablet Download the free app on 

Google Play or the Apple App Store to check your internet speeds 

at the touch of a button. 

What is Ping? 

This tests the latency of your internet connection.  Anything below 

a ping of 20ms is considered to be great, while anything 

over 150ms could result in noticeable lag.  

Contributor: Evelyn Schmidt Buchan Neighbourhood House 

Buchan Heritage Group AGM to be held on Tuesday 9 October at 

the Buchan Neighbourhood House starting at 7pm followed by a    

General Meeting. All welcome particularly those interested in  

becoming a member of the Committee of Management. 



Congratulations to James Lewendon who has been given his make a 
wish come true to meet the superheros on the gold coast  at Comic Com 
and entry to Wet n Wild, Sea World and accommodation for a great 
family holiday and much ,much more.  The Lewendon’s will be enjoying 
their holiday in September.   

Gelantipy Hall Committee News 
At our Triennial Meeting on Sunday 12th August, we were 
very pleased to welcome 2 new members.  Anne Marie   
Davies of Gelantipy, and Steph Franks who recently moved 
from Murrindal to W Tree, will, l am sure, both prove to be 
valued Committee members; 
 Ann Marie has volunteered to use her excellent computer 
skills on our behalf, and Steph accepted the role of          
Secretary and has already done a splendid job writing up 
and circulating the minutes.    Judi Sykes has taken over as 
Treasurer, replacing Debb Schmetzer who resigned after 14 
years of service.  
I am extremely grateful to Steph and Judi, as for the past 2 
years I have effectively been President, Secretary and    
Treasurer and this has been somewhat tiresome dealing 
with prolonged issues with our bank and our electricity    
supplier which has involved a lot of my time for little result. 
I have been re-elected as President, Lynton Hill assumes a 
newly created role as Vice President, and Nigel Hodge, Paul 
Sykes and Lauren Hill make up the rest of the Committee. 
Lauren and her family will be the prime movers in running a 
Christmas Tree again this year. This event is now a           
partnership with the Gelantipy Bush Nursing Centre’s   
Christmas party and is a really lovely community event that 
all ‘The Phoenix’s’ readership is welcome to. I will publish a 
date when we make one. 
And at some time during the warmer months Steph will be 
giving a talk about an incredible journey she made some 
years ago walking a big part of The Bicentennial Trail with 
her donkeys. 

I have a couple of other 
ideas for events I would 
like to action and if      
anyone else has any 
thoughts on possible   
activities please don’t 
be shy. It’s such a    

beautiful old hall. Let’s use it. 

We are meeting again at 2pm on Sunday 11th  
November. All welcome.  
 
New Members at Gelantipy C.F.A. 
Long serving Captain of the Gelantipy C.F.A., Keith Davies, is 
delighted to welcome 2 new members.  
Glenn Woodland and Dave Hodge of W Tree are now quali-
fied to join the team, after persevering with the rather pro-
tracted and tedious current training regime which involved 
several night trips to Bairnsdale and back over the past Win-
ter. For this alone, (and not colliding with a deer or a roo), I 
feel the boys deserve a big pat on the back. 
I remember that when I was at Primary School, Archie Moon 
was C.F.A. Captain forever, and we played a Knock Knock 
game that we thought very sophisticated that went. 
  “Knock Knock” 
   “Who’s there?” 
   “Captain” 
   “Captain who?” 
   “Captain Moon.”  
     Go figure… 
I also remember one occasion that entered local lore when 
Archie was called out to a fire at Little River which he de-
clared was doing a perfectly good job, so he drove off and 
left it to burn. 
Contributor: Deborah Woodburn 

The Greens candidate for the 
State election being held on 
Saturday Nov 24th will be at 
Buchan Neighbourhood House 
on Monday 15th October from 
3 to 6pm for a cuppa and chat.  
What matters to you at this 
election?  Drop in and chew 
the fat with Deb and others. 



Heritage Network East Gippsland  

Heritage Network East Gippsland needs help with a 
forthcoming exhibition on the history of the timber 

industry and how the use of timber contributed to the 
development of East Gippsland. 

Timber is central to the East Gippsland story, from the 
indigenous use of forest products for shelter, canoes, 

weapons and utensils to the building of houses,     
fences, wharves, boats and bridges. 

Anyone who has interesting historical items, such as 
tools, photos or documents that illustrate the use of 
timber in East Gippsland, is requested to contact the 

Network or talk to their local historical society or  
family history group. 

Any items loaned will be looked after carefully, kept 
secure and returned after the exhibition.  

Contact them at 0423 190 242 or 
http://www.heritageeastgippsland.com.au/contact-us 
or ring Rhonda Coates on 51 559 373 



Buchan Community Fire Preparedness 2018 
The Buchan Neighbourhood House has been in contact with the East Gippsland Shire, DELWP and the CFA and have been 
advised that there is no Community Fire Preparedness meeting for Buchan this year. 
 
So please remember the following for this year’s summers season. 
 
We can already see that it’s going to be a hot and dry season and the Fire Danger Period has commenced (10 September 
2018) and will remain in place until 1 May 2019 unless stated otherwise. 
This means you cannot light a fire in the open air unless you have a permit or comply with certain requirements.  If you 
don’t obtain a permit, you could be breaking the law and may be prosecuted.  Penalties may include a fine up to $19,342 
and/or up to 12 months' imprisonment. 
For guides on what you can and can't do during the Fire Danger Period or on days of total fire ban visit cfa.vic.gov.au/can 
For burn-offs prior and after the declared Fire Danger Period, ensure you comply with any municipal local laws and AL-
WAYS register your burn on 1800 668 511. 
Knowledge is the best tool when it comes to fighting fires; help spread this information by talking to your family, friends 
and neighbours. 
 
Fire Ready App 
Use your mobile devises to get up to date information.  We can help you at the Neighbourhood House to set up your app 
including a watch zone and we can disable notifications that you do not want. 
 

East Gippsland Shire USB Cards 
We have about 60 USB cards from the East Gippsland Shire Council to give away to the community.  
These cards can be used like any other USB Stick and they have the Buchan Community Limp Plan and    
Booklet documents as well as information for preparing for an emergency.  There are two one page 
sheets on Getting Organised and Packing as well as a Household Emergency, Individual Emergency 
and Farm Emergency Plans to complete. This will assist with getting those plans written down.  You 
can also add any other important documents or even photos and we can help you here at the Neigh-
bourhood House to scan and upload these items.  We can also email the documents for those using 
tablets or phones and the cards are easy to store in your wallet. 
 
Buchan Community LIMP Booklet 

Ensure you have your community LIMP Booklet.  If you don’t not have one contact the Neighbourhood House and we can 
give you another. 
Phone Trees 
The Buchan Neighbourhood House and the W Tree Progress Association both manage the phone trees for their corre-
sponding areas.  Phone Trees are updated every year.  If you are unsure if you have been added the community phone 
tree give us a call and we can check if your name is on our list. 
 
And lastly, don’t forget to have your personal fire plan up to date  
Not everyone thinks clearly in an emergency. Taking steps to get prepared before the fire season means you know what 
to do when you’re at risk of fire. A written, and preferably well-practised plan, will help you remember what needs to be 
done during a crisis.  
 
Why should I leave early? 
Leaving early is the safest option to protect yourself and your family.  Leaving early means leaving the area before there 
are any signs of a fire – not when you can see flames or smell smoke. Leaving early means avoiding panic, being trapped, 
making the wrong choices and risking serious injury or death.   
 
Defending Your Property 
Planning to stay and defend is a big decision. You could be at serious risk of uncontrollable fires on Severe, Extreme and 
Code Red days. Most homes in high-risk bushfire areas are not designed for Code Red conditions. The Defending your 
property page can help you decide whether or not you are capable of defending your property – and tells you about the 
risks and preparations involved.   
 
How to plan 
Taking steps to get prepared before the fire season means you know what to do when you’re at risk of fire. Just as every 
family or household is unique, every fire plan will be different.  
Continued….. 



BUCHAN VALLEY GOLF NEWS 

Ladies 

6/8/18 Esme Lord Challenge Trophy 
Winning Team South Pines 107Points 
   Stacey Toland 
   Ros Toland 
   Geraldine Sinclair 
A Grade Ros Toland   37 points 
B Grade Cheryl Lynn` 35 points  
9/8/18 Stroke Final Silver Spoon 
Winner  Julie Whillance  Nett 71 
Runner Up Jill Sandy   Nett 73 
16/8/18 Stableford 
Winner Phyl Sutton   39 pts 
Runner Up Jill Sandy     31 pts 
23/8/18 Stableford 
Winner Phyl Sutton   37 pts 
Runner Up Julie Whillance  35 pts 
30/8/18 Stroke 5th Medal 
Winner Gaye Sandy   Nett 71 
Runner Up Phyl Sutton   Nett 82 

Men's 

5/8/18  Stableford 
Winner L Barker   43pts 
Runner Up A Waack   41 pts 
12/8/18 Club Championship 
Winners  P. Schmetzer Nett 65 
Runners Up D Pedley   Nett70 
28/8/18 Club Championship Day 2 
Winner  D Phelan  64 Nett 
Runner Up  A Waack  69 Nett 
Men’s Vets 
10/8/18 Winner John Gartside 
  Runner Up  Tom Mee 
17/8/18 Winner John Croft 
  Runner Up John Gartside 
24/8/18 Winner D Sandy 
  Runner Up D Pedley 
29/8/18 Winner D Pedley 
  Runner Up T Mee 
 
Contributor: Marnie Cummings 

Continued… 
Answering the following questions will help you in preparing your plan 
Which Fire Danger Rating is your trigger to leave? 
Will you leave early that morning or the night before? 
Where will you go? 
What route will you take – and what is your alternative in the event that a fire is already in the area? 
What will you take with you? 
What do you need to organise for your pets or livestock? 
Who do you need to keep informed of your movements? 
Is there anyone outside your household who you need to help or check up on? 
How will you stay informed about warnings and updates? 
What will you do if there is a fire in the area and you cannot leave? 
Remember to decide who will do what as part of your plan. 
 
Your destination and journey 
Talk to your family and friends about how you’ll know when to leave and where to go to stay safe. It’s up to you to de-
cide on a suitable place to go when you leave early on a fire risk day. If you do not have friends or relatives in low-risk 
areas who you can visit, consider community facilities such as libraries, shopping centres, swimming pools or cinemas. 
 
If you rely on others for care and support, your only safe option on serious fire risk days is to leave early – never wait to 
receive a warning. 
 
Why write down your plan? 
Would you remember a plan that’s just in your head if you’re surrounded by smoke, heat and flames? 
 
A written plan will take the pressure off you, and avoid arguments and delays. In Victoria the bushfire season is long, 
and a written plan will help reduce uncertainty and anxiety. 
 
Remember, any bushfire plan – written or not – is better than no plan. 
 
Share your bushfire plan 
Once you have prepared your plan, it is a good idea to share the details of your plan with family, friends and neigh-
bours. Doing so will save them a lot of distress when there is a bushfire, as they will know that you are prepared and 
where to find you. 
So lets all hope for a safe and wet summer. 


