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In our last news letter we provided some information about the current situa-
tion at the Uniting Church. 
 
Members of the Uniting Church Synod have advised the Buchan Uniting Church 
Committee that the church will most likely be decommissioning the Buchan 
Uniting church and will either sell the property or gift it to a community group in 
Buchan that would encourage the current and continued use of the church facili-
ty as a community venue. 
 
No offer or option has been made by the Uniting Church Synod to sell the church and give the proceeds to the Buchan community.  If 
the church is sold the funds will go to Uniting Church Synod, the governing body of the Uniting Church. 
 

Suggestions have been that there are other growth areas where new churches or existing churches will be given the opportunity to 
complete renovations for extensions.  There are other Uniting Church parishioners with a great need as some congregations are grow-
ing and are meeting in small spaces.  
 
In our last newsletter we outlined the pros and cons of having the church building as a community venue and the costs associated to 
maintain the church.  It has been estimated that the following annual costs would be: 
 
Insurance $800 (Building, contents and public liability) 
Shire Rates $800 
Maintenance Unknown 
Mowing Could be done with volunteers 
Water bills Paid by the Buchan Community Garden 
Power Bills $600 not including power usage 
Fire Levy $213 
 
Total annual cost $2413 requiring the venue to make an 
income of $201 per month. 
 
At this stage it is unknown if there are any other costs  
assocated  to the transfer of the building from a church to a 
community venue. 
 
Funds could be raised through the hire of the venue, income 
from exhibitions, fundraising and costs for local history   
research assistance. 
 
Refitting the building for historical storage and possibly technological equipment to research family or local history could be preformed 
through numerous grant opportunities 
 
Since our last newsletter the Buchan Heritage Group have also meet and will most likely not consider taking the option to take on the 
running of the Uniting Church as a Community Building.  Talks are now in progress for the Buchan Arts Council together with the Buch-
an Living Library to consider taking on the management.   
 

Needless to say we would love your feedback on the possible gifting of the Uniting church to the community. We have received some 

correspondence and thank you to those that responded. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I believe that in principle that the Uniting Church consider the proposal to gift the Church to the community of Buchan. 

Yes/No 

Name _________________________________ 

Contact Details.  Phone and/or email    __________________________________ 

      __________________________________ 

Please return this slip to the  Buchan Neighbourhood House and for further information contact Leona Lavell on 51559395 

 

The Buchan Neighbourhood House and members of the community are working together to bring a community newsletter to our 

residents.  The Neighbourhood House in years gone by would publish articles and information about what is going on in Buchan and 

District.  Contributors from the community submitted with poems and recipes, stories and news.  When the Buchan Bulletin was 

revived and published until February 2014 we focused on Neighbourhood House activities in the newsletter.  Now we are bringing 

back a community newsletter that will include: 

 Neighbourhood House News 

 Shire News 

 Community Group News 

 Church Services 

 Sporting Highlights 

 Recipes 

 Children’s Work/Buchan Primary School 

 Letters to the editor/feedback 

 Historical information 

 Celebrations and Events 

 Gardening Tips 

 Footy Schedule 

 Classifieds 
 
 
 
 
There will be an opportunity to advertise your business and we welcome your input into the Community Newsletter.  Letters , pic-
tures, district news. Even ideas for future editions.  
 
The newsletter will be delivered to every household in the District and also be available online at buchan.vic.au.   
If you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure that a copy is mailed to your address. 
 
Dates for submissions will be advertised in each edition and we welcome your contributions.   
 
Submissions closing date for July will be Monday 4th July. 
 
Submissions can be sent to buchanbnh@bigpond.com or drop them into the Neighbourhood House.   
 

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunai/Kurnai 

People, the Traditional Owners of the land on which we gather, and 

pay our respects to their Elders both past and present. 

The Buchan Phoenix Sub Committee and the Buchan Neighbourhood House do not take responsibility for opinions expressed by 

contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.  The Editors reserve the right to  reject  articles  and advertisements and to edit submissions if 

necessary.  All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and phone number.  They may be published anonymously 

if preferred. 
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ph. and fax. 51559 216 
email: buchanbnh@bigpond.com.au 
Join us on Facebook 
website buchan.vic.au 

Open Monday to Thursday  

9am to 4.30 pm 

Neighbourhood House News 

2016 Biggest Morning Tea held on Wednesday 25th May 

Another fantastic fundraiser was held with  20 people coming along to enjoy the 

magnificent savouries and cakes.   

We raised $322.70 including $50 from the Buchan Golf Club 

Raffle Prize winners  were Shirley Waack, Cherry  MacArthur and Rhonda Coates 

Paneer cheese making was demonstrated in our new kitchen.  Recipe available on 

page 5. 

The Fixed Wireless Tower has now been activated in Buchan and  

residents can contact NbN Wireless Providers to start the ball roll-

ing to get your home connected to the Fixed Wireless.  We have 

information at the centre about how this will work and can sup-

port you through the process.   

For residents outside of the  Fixed Wireless Towers Line of Sight 

the next option is to connect to the nbn SkyMuster (satellite) ser-

vice.  This is a new satellite that was launched late last year .  If you 

have previously used the Satellite service you can upgrade to the 

new NbN service.  We have a handout on Preparing for your NbN 

SkyMuster service that you can collect from the Centre or we can 

email it you.  NbN Co has given us a list of providers that you can 

contact for both services. 

If you are connecting to the NbN co and reinstating your landline 

with the new bundles on offer please do not hesitate to contact us 

so we can include your landline into the community phone book.   

Final adjustments are being made and thank you to all those who 

have contacted us so far with any changes.  If you think that there 

maybe new information to be included please contact us to in-

clude this into the publication by the end of July. 

The 2016 Flower & Arts n Crafts Show and Photography    
program will be out at the end of July. 
From our review of lasts year event we remind entrants to 
be particularly careful when entering items to ensure that 
the entry matches the program description.  For example 
we had a few entries of apricot coloured roses that were 
entered under pink roses.  If the colour is not the same as 
listed in the program use the “A bloom of any other colour 
in the roses” section. 
 

Pruning roses for the show -  To get blooms for the show is a 
bit tricky in this region but try to prune at least 10 weeks 

East Gippsland Shire Council 

Outreach Services News 

Library Books can be reserved and collected or returned at 
the Neighbourhood House.  Library Days are held fortnightly 
9.15 to 10 am  Near the Primary School 
10.45 to 11.30  W Tree 
12.30 to 2pm   Neighbourhood House/Kindergarten. 
Local Council Elections will be held in October 

2016.                                                                                   

Community Information kits are now available at the Neigh-
bourhood House and include;                                                                                                                                    
Easy English guides to voting in Local Council Postal Elections 
for postal votes or in person information 
Enrol to vote or update your details forms 

Church Services 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s 
Woodgates Road, Buchan 
Meets 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month    
For service details contact Mary Wheeler                51559330 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial  Uniting Church 
Main Street, Buchan  
Services are every second month at St Marys Anglican 
church, Main Street, Buchan    
For service details contact Leona Lavell                 51 559 395 
Anglican Church 
St Marys 
Main Street, Buchan 
For service details contact Rhonda Coates           51 559 373 

mailto:buchanbnh@bigpond.com


Throughout 2016 we will be reviewing the Buchan and District Community Plan via a community Steer-
ing Group that will prepare information and processes for the community and hold consultations to 
produce the Buchan and District Community Plan for 2017 to 2021.  We value your input and would 
love to see as many of our community members and community groups share their ideas. 
 
Letters have been sent via email, post and hand delivered to all community groups, sporting clubs, 
emergency services and facilities inviting them to consultations that will be held throughout July. 
 
To get started you may wish to spend some time with your members to have a think about your groups 
next 5 year plan or strategy.  Will it be maintaining its current functions or expanding its operations?  
Are you looking at increasing your membership or do you need to improve the current marketing of 
your events?   Do you need more volunteers and how will you attract them to join?  Are you in need of 
improving your facilities or require equipment?  Do you need help with the governance of the group or 
support in gaining grants?  What are your goals and what do you need to achieve them? 
 
 

If you are a representative on various committees please ensure that you are coming to represent only 
one club or group at a consultation.  Have another member attend to ensure that each group has a representative.  Ensure that your rep-
resentative has all the information from the group to raise and present at the consultation. 
 
The first 4 consultations will be held at the Buchan Neighbourhood House at 7 to 8.30 pm.  Consultations have been divided into the 
following focus groups. 

 
1.  Businesses, Parks Victoria & BBTA   Monday 4th July 
 
2.  Sporting Groups   Tuesday 5th July 
 
3.  Special interest Groups and Religion groups. Monday 11th July 
 
4.  Emergency Services/Education   Tuesday 12th July 
 
5.  W Tree/Gelantipy.      Monday 18th July  
All groups and residents at Gelantipy CFA 
 
Our last Community Plan has a brief description of “Our Place” providing some information about our history and our District.  We have 
made some updates to this and also welcome your feedback. 
 

Our Place 

It is thought that the name Buchan was taken from an Aboriginal word Bukan-Mungie to which various meanings have been as-

cribed. One interpretation is ‘place of grass bag’ and the other is a ‘Place of rocks with holes in them’. 

The Buchan Caves and Buchan Caves Reserve are major natural features of the district.  They attract a large number of tourists. 

Whilst Buchan is an area renowned for its famous spectacular underground caves, it is also home to spectacular limestone-rich val-

leys, hills, gorges and cliffs. There are numerous waterfalls, historic bridges and the Snowy River.  Its history goes back much further 

to evidence of the mega fauna period found in local fossils of some 10,000 years ago. 

Following the arrival of Europeans, the township grew as closer settlement of the farming land meant more demand for services.  

Buchan is one of the earliest White settlements in Victoria, which started in 1839. 

Some commercial quarries operated in the early 1900’s, with marble from the quarries used in the construction of the Shrine of Re-

membrance and State Library in Melbourne as well as High Commission of Australia building in London.  From the 1950s, a Buchan 

Limestone quarry also produced crushed lime. 

Following the Second World War, two large sawmills operated in Buchan and several smaller mills providing employment for the 

township.   

Buchan Caves Hotel originally known as Buchan Inn and then later became Riverview House opened in 1884.  The Buchan Caves Ho-

tel burnt down early in the morning on Wednesday 9th April 2014. On Wednesday the 13th of May 2015, a community meeting was 

held and well attended by the township. The notion of Crowd Funding was presented and all were in favour of launching a campaign 

to raise the funds to see that happen.  The 60 Day Campaign kicked off on Monday the 15th June and by August 15, 2015 raised 

$600,000 to rebuild the pub. 

The Buchan Craft Group meets every Wednesday from 

10am to 4 pm.  A great space to put together your quilts 

and share ideas.  All Welcome. $3 per session. 

Over the years we have collected a huge number of craft books on all different 

types of  topics including quilting, crochet, knitting, patchwork, lead lighting, pa-

per crafts,  paper quilling, beading, 

doll making, embroidery, weaving 

and much much more. 

So if you need a book on arts and 

crafts or interested in starting a 

new craft come and see us and 

take a look at our collection.  All 

books can be borrowed from the 

Neighbourhood House 

buchan.vic.au 

Take a look at the Buchan.vic.au website for 

community & visitor information.   

Contact details and information about our 

community and sporting groups as well as 

accommodation options, tip operating hours 

& hours and on the home page a list of recent 

posts including the Buchan Bush Nursing           

Newsletter. 

We welcome your 

input into the 

website and if you 

would like to have 

anything added 

send it in and we 

will put it on the 

site.  We would 

like to add some  

more photos to 

the site. 

Our last harvest at the Buchan Community Garden was on Wednesday 15th June.  The garden has produced some fantastic Bok Choy, 

Chinese cabbages and purple sweet potatoes.  There are also a some jalapenos and green capsicums due to the long growing season this 

year.  When produce is available we promote this on Facebook as during the winter months we don't harvest fruit and vegies every week.  

During the spring and summer months produce is picked weekly.   

If you would like to enjoy some organic fruit and vegies come to the Neighbourhood House to see what is available.  For a donation you 

can get some great fresh and healthy produce and support the community garden.  Know where your food is coming from and buy fresh, 

buy local.   Produce that is purchased in the supermarket often has been in transit or cold-stored for days or weeks.  This freshness not 

only affects the taste of your food, but also the nutritional value as well 

Buchan Community Garden 
Every Friday from 11 am 
@ the Uniting Church 
A great way to garden, share your ideas 
and get together. 

Eat fresh home grown organic produce. 
ALL WELCOME 
Produce is shared with participants and the excess is the sold to support the 
Garden. 
A community garden is a place where people come to-
gether to grow fresh food, learn and relax. 
Raised garden beds available for easier growing. 
Come and see us about renting a site 



Miles and Simone 
Heartbreaker country and folk music  

Presented by the Forge Theatre.  
 

Miles and Simone are a much loved Australian 
musical duo who are dear friends and have 
been for quite some time. When they sing, 
they cast a spell of lonesome roads and 
oceans filled with heartbreak. However, in be-
tween songs, their long friendship shines 
through and they find it hard to stop cracking 
jokes and telling stories. Miles and Simone 
boast immaculate harmonies and magic chem-
istry mixed with lyrical warmth and originality 
that make them a compelling duo, and the 
perfect night out.  
Both actors and musicians by trade, they met 
during a production of Summer of the 17th 
Doll and have been collaborating on various 
projects ever since. Miles is a musician, actor 
and founding member of internationally re-
nowned band and performance group The 
Suitcase Royale. Simone is an opera singer, 
cabaret star and creator of the critically ac-
claimed cabaret The Lovebirds.  
Miles and Simone were born in the summer 
months of 2012, when they found themselves 
on many an afternoon drinking gin and singing 
lonesome duets in the backyard. As the 
months got colder they left the backyard and 
began recording the songs in Miles’ spare 
room studio.  
They eventually put a rough mix of the album 
into the hands of Darren Hanlon when he took 
a loan of Miles’ wonky old piano. Hanlon liked 
the songs so much he took them to Portland, 
Oregon to be mixed by renowned engineer 
Adam Selzer (She and Him, M. Ward, Jolie Hol-
land) at the famed Type Foundry Studios. As 
well as that, Darren Hanlon recruited a hand-
ful of talented Portland musicians to play on 
the record.  
They released this album independently and 
the above tours subsequently took place. 
Since then, they have released another full 
length album and toured the country in sup-
port of it.  

 
Tickets on sale now from the Buchan Neigh-
bourhood House PH: 5155 9216, Forge Thea-
tre Box Office PH: 5152 1482,  
online at: www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/
forgetheatre or in person at Bairnsdale or 
Lakes Entrance Visitor Information Centres or 
Shire Service Centres.  
Book a table of 10 and its only $20 each.  BYO 
nibbles and drinks. 

M A S S A G E 

Tuesday 5th July 2016 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE THERAPIST Sharon Dent will be offering a range of massage 

services from the Buchan Neighbourhood House including 

Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   Remedial Massage Therapy, Pre 

and Post Natal and baby Massage.  Available for adults and children of all ages 

$60 one hour session  

For further information and bookings Contact the Buchan Neighbourhood House 

or Sharon Dent on  

silvaaust@gmail.com  or 0468387524 

Adult Colouring In…Meet Up 

Sunday 3rd July 2016                  10am to 1pm at the Neighbourhood House 

Come along to the Neighbourhood House and set aside some me time.  Colouring is more 

fun when you do it in the company of friends!  Get creative and colour up a storm 

(recommended for ages 12 and up) Colouring-in can aid mindfulness and the relief of      

anxiety. 

We can provide colouring pages and some colouring tools including textas and pencils or 

you can bring your own.  Bring snacks and/or lunch to the session and enjoy the             

atmosphere to get creative! 

CareSearch palliative care knowledge network (www.caresearch.com.au) is an 

online resource designed to help those needing relevant and trustworthy infor-

mation and resources about palliative care. The website has been funded by 

the Australian Government's Department of Health and is managed by Pallia-

tive and Supportive services, Flinders University.  

As part of thier ongoing resources they will be running a MOOC (or massive 

open online course) about death, dying, and palliative care in Australia. MOOCs 

are accessible, short, web-based courses. They are free and anyone with a 

computer can access them. The CareSearch MOOC (Dying2Learn) will provide 

an opportunity for any Australian to openly and supportively discuss, learn, and 

contribute to discussions on issues around death and dying.  

 The MOOC will be conducted through the online learning platform OpenLearn-

ing, a company based in Australia that offers a social online learning platform 

that delivers over 1500 MOOCs worldwide. The MOOC is scheduled for release 

at the end of June. It will run for five weeks. It will include learning modules 

covering: How does contemporary society?  Engage with death and dying? How 

do we use language to describe it? What does death look like? How is death 

and dying portrayed in the media? Social dying and biological dying: If death is 

the problem, is medicine the answer? Digital dying: Death during the internet-

age.  

If you would like to find out more about this MOOC, or if you would 

like to register your interest please visit www.caresearch.com.au/

Dying2Learn. 

Paneer Cheese Recipe 
Paneer is the most common type of cheese used in traditional Indian and Pakistani cuisines. It is sometimes 
wrapped in dough and deep-fried or served with either spinach or peas and is very easy to make. 
 
INGREDIENTS: 4 litres Whole milk 
   1/4 cup of apple cider vinegar 

 
1. Heat milk to a gentle boil whist stirring continuously. 
2. Reduce heat to low and while gently stirring add cider vinegar into 
centre and continue to cook for a further 15 – 20 seconds. 
3. Remove from heat and continue gentle stirring until large curds form. 
4. If whey is still milky return to heat and increase temperature or add a 
little more cider vinegar. 
5. Once a clear separation of curds and whey is achieved set aside for 
10 minutes. 
6. When curds settle to the bottom ladle curds into a cloth lined colan-

der, tie corners of cloth together and hold bag under luke warm water for 10 seconds to rinse off excess coagu-
lant. 
7. Gently twist top of bag to remove excess whey then either hang to drain for 3 – 4 hours or place back into col-
ander and press for 2 hours under a 2 KG weight. 
8. At this stage the cheese can be eaten and can be stored for up to 2 weeks in a covered container in the fridge. 

Welcome Pack for New Residents  

We are delighted to welcome new residents to our District and to assist with the transition we have developed this 

pack which includes a number of useful resources such as a local     

directory, contact details for our regional hospitals, dentists and vets.  

You can find information about hiring public buildings or cave tours 

times and prices.  Travel time and distance to some of our nearby 

townships and information on transport, education and our annual 

events.  These will be distributed together with the current East 

Gippsland Shire new residents pack and will also be available online at 

buchan.vic.au                                                                                                         
Buchan by Scott Kingman 


