
Buchan Phoenix 

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the 
Gunaikurnai People, the Traditional Owners of the land on 
which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both 
past and present. 

The Buchan Neighbourhood House does not take responsibility for opinions expressed by contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.   
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to edit submissions if necessary.  All submissions should carry the author’s 
full name, address and phone number, or anonymously if preferred.  Buchan Neighbourhood House is open Monday to Thursday from 
10.00am until 4.30pm. 
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Rising from the ashes… 
Communication for the community by the community. 

September 2019  Issue 37 
This publication is produced by Buchan District Outreach Inc. trading as 
Buchan Neighbourhood House A14882S 

The newsletter is delivered to every household in 
the District and is also available online at            
buchan.vic.au or via Facebook at Buchan           
Neighbourhood House.  All editions are available 
electronically at the State Library online site.  
(Trove) 
If you are not receiving the newsletter please      
contact us and we will ensure that a copy is mailed 
to your address.  
 
Newsletters can be posted for an annual fee 
of $16.50 incl. GST per 12 editions to anyone 
outside the district or contact us with your email 
address and we can send an electronic version for 
free. 
Dates for submissions will be advertised in each 
edition and we welcome your contributions.    
 
Submissions closing date for October will be 7th 
October. 
 
We welcome articles and other contributions from 
the general public, clubs and   organisations and 
submissions can be sent to info.buchan@gmail.com 
or drop them into the Neighbourhood House.  
 
Advertisements are $55 for 12 editions or $5.50 per 
edition. 

 

The first community gathering 

for Emerald Link will take place 

at the Buchan Neighbourhood 

House this Sunday 15th 

September at 2.00pm. Please 

come along to share your 

thoughts and ideas over 

afternoon tea, and to hear 

more about the project from 

Suzanne Davies.  

Tel: 0439 859 559  

Email: 

suzannedavies555@gmail.com 



 

 
 
 

For information contact 
Peter Washington  

 0418 337 955 

 Monthly Weekend Shoot 
Every 4th Sunday of the month 

Black powder in 1st Sunday 
Open 10am to 4pm 

Not a member?? – come and try shooting under  
supervision 

Range Address: Bruthen-Buchan Rd, Buchan  
(18km from the Princes Hwy) 

For more information, please phone 
President: Julian- 0417370036 
Secretary: Garry - 0427867868 

Justice of the Peace 

Arrangements can be made with  

Janice Coates  

 

 

Phone: 5155 9301 



http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/conferences-events/scienceawards  

Mountain Motor Sports — Australian Tarmac Rally Championship 
comes to Lakes Entrance 

Once again, a round of the Australian Tarmac Rally Championship is to be 
held in East Gippsland, in partnership with the East Gippsland Shire Council. 

The Snowy River Sprint, run over the weekend of September 21 & 22, 
returns to beautiful East Gippsland. Based in the iconic holiday destination of 
Lake Entrance, this multi-staged rally, is run on the mountain roads behind 
Buchan and includes two 38km stages, amongst the longest and most 
challenging anywhere. The event attracts some of the best cars, drivers and 
co-drivers in Australia. 

This year, Mountain Motor Sports, the promotor of the AASA Australian 
Tarmac Rally Championship, is pleased to announce a new partnership with 
Beat the Heat. The distinctive, high performance vehicles of Beat the Heat 
will be the course cars for the series. Beat the Heat members are volunteers, 
who are all employed within the Victorian Emergency Services sector. The 

not-for-profit group, promotes legal off-street drag racing as a circuit breaker for at risk kids. ‘This is the beginning of an exciting new 
relationship,’ said Peter Washington of Mountain Motorsports. 

Snowy River is the first event of the 2019/20 championship. Defending, three-time Australian Tarmac Rally Champion, Tim Hendy, in a GT3 
Porsche, will miss Snowy River due to other driving commitments. Targa legend and past Australian Tarmac Rally Champion, Craig Dean in a 
Shelby GT Mustang, will take full advantage of his absence. 

In the Classic competition, the Escort of Keith and Alex Morling, who conceded back-to-back championships last season to the BMW of 
GluskieWinter Motor Sport, are coming to Snowy River, determined to reclaim the Classic competition title. In Super Sport, the reigning Tarmac 
Champions, Mark and Lacy Biggs, in a WRX, will be looking for a good start to the season. 

The fast roads around Buchan have proven a haven for the big American muscle cars, with the Shelby Mustangs, Vipers and Corvettes, testing the 
nimbler Lotus and Porsches. If it rains however, the older four-wheel drive rally cars, the Mitsubishi Evo and WRX, will come into their own. 

East Gippsland Shire Council Mayor Cr Natalie O’Connell said with the AASA Australian Tarmac Rally Championship in October, and the Alpine 
Rally in November, both based in and around Lakes Entrance, over half a million dollars will be injected into the local economy, through tourism, 
accommodation bookings, cafés and restaurants. 

“Council is pleased to sponsor these events which bring great economic benefit to East Gippsland and the audience includes visitors from around 
Victoria, interstate and internationally. 

“It also will highlight some of the attractions our region is renowned for, like fishing, boating, our beaches, walks, surfing, and the famous Buchan 
Caves,” Cr O’Connell said. 

“Each year motor sport contributes $2.7 billion to the Australian economy and we look forward to welcoming the rally crews to our region.” 

Unlike the Alpine Rally in November, with its designated spectator points, the Tarmac Rally Championship, because of the speeds, doesn’t 
encourage spectators in the special stages. However, the lunch break on Saturday 21 October 2019, is held in the main street of Buchan. Vehicles 
are on display and competitors enjoy chatting to the visitors and locals. 

Unique to Tarmac Rallying is the ‘Tour’. This is where ordinary people can drive their ‘Pride and Joy’ on the special stages being used by the AASA 
Australian Tarmac Rally Championship crews. They are part of all the activities surrounding the Championship. A speed limit of 130km applies and 
there are a number of other safety requirements. 

Rallybase phone number for residents who require information regarding the event is 0456 416 681 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/conferences-events/scienceawards


Church Services 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s, Woodgates Road, Buchan 
Meets 3rd Saturday of the month at 9am until further no-
tice 
For service details contact Mary Wheeler  5155 9330 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial Uniting Church 
Main Street, Buchan 
Services are held at St Mary’s Anglican Church, Main Street, 
Buchan 
For service details contact Leona 
Lavell  5155 9395 
Anglican Church 
St Mary’s 
Main Street, Buchan 
Meets 1st Sunday of each month. 
For service details contact  
Rhonda Coates 5155 9373 

Patrice Newell has dedicated the last thirty years of her life to land management at her 4000 ha property, 

Elmswood, in the Hunter Valley. In this era of rapid climate change, her personal account of how agriculture can 

address major issues is an Australian story with global ramifications. Patrice is at the frontline of enormous 

challenges, from water scarcity and land stewardship to food security and the rural-urban divide. The 

devastation of drought and the crises created by industrial-scale chemically-dependent primary production are 

discussed and alternatives proposed – along with bold ideas for new sources of energy. 

Patrice has travelled the world exploring best practice and invested heavily in organic and biodynamic methods 

on her farm. She believes we can produce enough good food to feed the world without further environmental 

wreckage or loss of bio-diversity. With glimpses of the individuals who make working the farm so rewarding,  this 

book provides a window into the pains, pleasures and politics of life on the land, and promotes new ways of 

thinking, no matter where you live.  



 

  

 

Buchan Valley Golf News –  August Results 

 
4th August  STABLEFORD 
Won by Terry Littlejohn with 39 points 
Runner-up Dean Phelan after a count back from Phyllis Sutton both 
36 points 
Nearest the Pins No. 3 John Hill, 5 John Gartside, 12 Terry Littlejohn, 
14 Dean Phelan 
 
11th August — 4 Ball Best Ball — STABLEFORD 
Won by Peter and Julie Whillance 39 points 
Runner-up John Croft and Terry Littlejohn 27 points after a 4 way 
count back. 
Nearest the Pins No. 3 Terry Littlejohn, 5 John Gartside,  
12 Terry Littlejohn, 14 Helen Hume. 
 
18th August  AMBROSE 
Winners Peter & Julie Whillance and Dave Pedley 
Nearest the Pin (only one) No. 3 Dave Pedley 
 
25th August  STROKE MONTHLY MEDAL 
Won by Alister McArthur 70 nett 
Runner-up Dennis Sandy 71 nett 
Nearest the Pins No. 3 John Hill, 5 John Croft, 12 Alister McArthur,  
14 John Hill 
WEDNESDAY 9 holes stroke for older members – called Wednesday 
Vets 
7th  STROKE Won by John Gartside 33 nett. From John Croft 35 nett. 
No N.T.P. 
14th STROKE Won by John Hill 28 nett. From Peter Ferguson 33 nett. 
N.T.P. No. 12 Peter Ferguson, 14 J. Hill 
21st STROKE Won by John Croft 33 nett. From Dennis Sandy 35 nett. 
No N.T.P. 
28th STROKE Won by Dennis Sandy 35 nett. From John Hill 36 nett. 
After a 3 way count back. N.T.P. No. 12 Peter Ferguson, 14  John Hill 
THURSDAY Ladies 9 Holes Chicken Run 
1st Back 9 winner Helen Hume 41 1/2 nett 
8th  No Golf. 
15th STROKE — Front 9 – Winner Helen Hume 39 1/2 nett 
22nd STROKE  No Golf. 
29th STROKE — Back 9 — Winner Phyllis Sutton 35 nett 
 
Monday 5th August was a special day for the Ladies. The first Monday 
in August Ladies from other Clubs are invited to contest for The Esmé 
Lord Trophy and join the President and Captain in a game of STABLE-
FORD. This year, a very pleasing number of Clubs were present with 
fifty-one Ladies in groups of three setting out for 18 holes of STABLE-
FORD. The team of three winning The Esmé Lord Trophy  was BUCH-
AN Julie Whillance 28 pts, Helen Hume 36 pts and Francie Ferguson 
31 pts. The President’s Trophy was won by Wendy Heiser 
(Toongabbie) 36 pts, Captain’s Trophy was won by Helen Hume 36 
pts, and the Visitor’s Trophy by Leanne Wallace (Toongabbie) 34 pts. 
The day finished very happily. 

 
Contributor: Cherry McArthur 

 
 
 
 
 



Engage Victoria — Towards Zero Road Safety Survey 

 
Engage Victoria is the Victorian Government's Online Consultation platform provided by the State of Victoria through the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet and supported by Harvest Digital Planning. It provides a range of tools to enable the 
community to readily share their ideas and opinions, and to comment on the ideas of others on a range of issues and topics 
relevant to Regional Victoria. Engage Victoria gives the Victorian community an easy to find, central point of contact to be involved 
in government decisions. The site also offers an additional, digital way for the public to participate and to have a say in the 
development of government policies and programs. 
 
Here’s an opportunity to give feedback about your local issues around road safety and to suggest solutions. Your knowledge is 
important and will assist in developing Victoria’s next road safety strategy. 

Please see: https://engage.vic.gov.au/towards-zero-regional-road-safety-forums/sale  

            Have Your Say: Ageing Well Survey 

            The Ageing Well Survey on the Seniors Online 

            website is open until 20th September for you 

            to have your say. The survey is intended to 

            capture information from older people about 

            ageing well. It takes around five minutes to 

            complete and is completely anonymous. If you 

            don’t have access to a computer at home, just 

            ask at your local library for assistance to  

            access the survey at     

            www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au 

            Australian and international research show 

            the importance of ageing well, but we don’t 

know enough about what older people themselves think are the most important areas of focus. Here is your chance as a Victorian 

senior to have your say and to inform the work of the Commissioner for Senior Victorians, as we move toward the World Health 

Organization Decade of Healthy Ageing in 2020. Photo: The Commissioner for Senior Victorians, Gerard Mansour with Lynette 

Moore and Kristy Chalmers. 

Respect the forest this firewood season 
 The Spring Firewood Collection Season for 2019 starts across Victoria on 
Sunday 1 September and closes on Saturday 30 November. 
Firewood can only be taken from designated collection areas in State forests 
or parks during approved times and for personal use only and cannot be sold. 
It’s important that people only collect firewood from designated 
collection areas where collection is allowed and stay within collection 
limits. These designated collection areas are put in place to protect sites of 
cultural and environmental significance. Collection limits include taking a 
maximum of two cubic metres per person per day and a maximum of 16 
cubic metres per household per financial year. The felling of trees and cutting 
of downed hollow logs for firewood is also prohibited. Forest Fire 
Management have a zero-tolerance approach to anyone breaking firewood 
collection laws. Authorised officers are patrolling parks, forests and reserves 
to ensure people are doing the right thing while collecting their firewood. 
Firewood is a shared public resource that provides a range of environmental 
values including land protection, waterway health and habitats for native 
wildlife, and needs to be managed in a sustainable way for the future. Firewood collection areas near planned burns may close for 
public safety. It’s important that you check where burns are happening as affected firewood collection areas may be closed at 
short notice. Go to www.ffm.vicvic.gov.au/plannedburn, download the VicEmergency app or call 1800 226 226. 
Under the Forest Act 1958, people who collect firewood outside designated collection areas or season or take more than the 
maximum allowable amounts can face fines of up to $8,261, or a maximum penalty of one year imprisonment or both, if the 
matter proceeds to Court. 
More information and updates, including interactive maps showing designated collection areas, are available 
on www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood or you can call the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning on 136 186 to find out 
more.  

https://engage.vic.gov.au/towards-zero-regional-road-safety-forums/sale
http://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au
http://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/plannedburn
http://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood


East Gippsland Shire and The Victorian Seniors Festival present: 
Lonnie Lee in Concert  

A FREE event on Thursday 10 October 10:30am—12.30pm at  Bairnsdale Sporting & 
Convention Centre 117 Great Alpine Rd, Lucknow VIC 3875  

Bookings Essential: Call EGSC on 5153 9500 Bus available from Orbost–Nowa Nowa–
Lakes Entrance– Bairnsdale. Limited seating, reserve your seat when booking. 

Lonnie Lee is Rockabilly’s finest, offering a show unlike any other. Lee’s natural knack 
of transforming relatively staid songs into something spectacularly sexy, with throats
-a-rumblin’ and sharp shoulders twitchin’ to the rhythm, will see your body bop and 
boogie all night long. His set is gloriously comprehensive, nodding to both the 
obvious staples and plenty of more obscure tracks, and comes packaged in Lee’s 
latest solo tour: Solid Gold. “My show brings everything into one authentic 
songbook, which I enjoy performing very much,”  says Lee. “I identify with all the 
songs I sing, as if they’re my own, as they’re close to mine and my audience’s hearts. 
I take my live shows very seriously and am quite well-known for changing my shows 
and incorporating fresh material so that my audiences don’t get bored. I’m so very 
appreciative of the fact that people, after so many years, still come to my shows. I 
feel blessed to be healthy and able enough to still do what I love the most; and that 
is to sing!” 
 
Considered to be the ‘Last Man Standing’ of his era, sit back and cruise along with 
Lonnie Lee. 

Gippsland the focus for Victorian fire season 
  
East and West Gippsland will be a focus for emergency services this coming summer, 
as very dry conditions over consecutive years results in above-normal bushfire 
conditions. 
 
The Southern Australia Seasonal Bushfire Outlook, developed by the Bushfire and 
Natural Hazards Cooperative Research Centre with Bureau of Meteorology and 
relevant state fire and land managers, was released in Melbourne at the end of 
August. Similarly to last year, the outlook indicates Victoria will have a “normal” fire 
season, however, in East and West Gippsland conditions appear to be above normal. 

Emergency Management Commissioner Andrew Crisp said the outlook was an early 
indication of what Victoria could expect in the summer season. “The severity of fires 
in Victoria will still depend on several factors including the amount, location and timing of rain in the months leading up to and including over 
summer,” he said. “Much of Gippsland has now experienced three consecutive years of significant low rainfall in autumn and winter.” 
  
Most farmers in the west of the state can expect increased pasture and cropping due to winter rain. 
  
With drier conditions also likely, there is a risk that ash forests in the Central Highlands and Otways may dry out faster increasing the risk over 
summer. 
 
FFMVic Acting Chief Fire Officer Chris Eagle said emergency management agencies would be keeping an eye on any change in conditions. “The 
outlook is a good early indication of what we will expect in the upcoming summer season and will be updated later in the year as predictions firm 
up.” 
 
CFA Chief Officer Steve Warrington said summer in Victoria means there will be fires. “We will again work with all our communities to help keep 
them safe. We also urge our farmers across the state to take care while harvesting and storing crops and hay in the coming months to avoid fires 
caused by machinery and self-combusting haystacks.” 

Mr Crisp said the emergency management sector was preparing ahead of the summer season. “Pre-season briefings for emergency 
management personnel will begin to rollout across Victoria so our people understand the outlook, know the risks and are prepared to respond 
to emergencies, and work with communities,” he said. “While emergency management agencies are preparing, it’s also important the 
community understands their own risk and is actively preparing. This is a shared responsibility.” 
 
The Australian Seasonal Bushfire Outlook is published by the Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC and the Australasian Fire and Emergency 
Services Authorities Council (AFAC) and can be found online. 
  
In Victoria, you can get emergency information from a number of sources including the VicEmergency app, emergency.vic.gov.au, tuning in to ABC 

radio or other emergency broadcasters including commercial and community radio stations or Sky TV, or by phoning the VicEmergency Hotline on 

1800 226 226 and following VicEmergency on Facebook and Twitter.  Image: AUSTRALIAN SEASONAL BUSHFIRE OUTLOOK AUGUST 2019. AREAS ARE BASED 

ON THE INTERIM BIOGEOGRAPHIC REGIONALISATION FOR AUSTRALIA AND OTHER GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES. 

http://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/


Community Support Program 2019 

Applications are now open for the VicForests Community 
Support Program 2019. 

The VicForests Community Support Program supports local 
groups with initiatives designed to benefit their community. 

Grants of up to $2000 are available to not-for-profit 
organisations for projects or events that encourage 
community connectedness and support social need in a 
regional community. 

Interested community groups and organisations are 
encouraged to apply using the online form below or by 
downloading a copy of the 2019 Application Form and 
submitting via mail or email.  Please note faxed application 
forms will no longer be accepted. 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE 5PM MONDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER 2019 
See: http://www.vicforests.com.au/what-we-do-1/vicforests-
community-support-program/csp2019  

http://www.vicforests.com.au/what-we-do-1/vicforests-community-support-program/csp2019
http://www.vicforests.com.au/what-we-do-1/vicforests-community-support-program/csp2019


Now is the time to start cleaning up for the summer season before it gets too hot. The forecast for the summer in 
terms of fire and rain is not very promising so we will need to be prepared. Besides cleaning up around the yard, it’s 
time to review your fire plan! Has anything changed since last year that needs to be added to your plan? 
Considering the forecast for this season, your fire plan may well need to be amended. 
Is your plan to stay or go. What are your triggers? Take the time to discuss this decision with everyone in your 
household. Is everyone comfortable with what has been decided? Has everyone been given the opportunity to 
decide? The “Watch and Act” emergency warning is a good trigger to get ready to stay or leave. Pack bags into the 
car or check firefighting equipment depending on your decision. 
Another reminder to all residents is to check your house number. Are the emergency services able to find you and 
can they find you at night? Do your reflective numbers face and light up with the headlights from the road or do 
you need to turn into the drive to see the numbers? 
Does your plan include where you will go if you need to leave for the day or a week?  There are many options and 
networks to help you to prepare for this dilemma. Here is one that many people overlook when making their plans: 
the Shire Relief Centre via the Salvation Army will provide single camping cots and bedding but these provide 
limited comfort and are not suitable for those who need a decent bed. They are often set up in a community hall.  
Alternative accommodation can only be provided under the discretion of the Shire Relief Centre Manager. The 
relief centre will however assist you in finding available accommodation, although during the holiday season this is 
not easy to do. If  emergency services are working in the region then any available accommodation may have 
already been taken by them. 
Don’t forget to take food and water with you. Remember our local services may be catering for emergency 
services. Have you included your pets, horses and livestock in your emergency plan? Failing to plan ahead for your 
pets' safety during an emergency puts everyone's lives at risk.  A great article on planning for pets can be found at 
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/emergencies/pets-in-emergencies  Prepare a list of family, friends, animal 
shelters and other potential locations away from any fire danger, that may be able to provide suitable 
accommodation for your animals.  
Some of the resources available to you: 
The Buchan Community Limp Plan Booklet. Local community information that you need to know during an 
emergency 
EGSC USB Card.  This card has been loaded with the Buchan LIMP Booklet and a fire plan you can use to ensure 
you have all your relevant information in one easy-to-access place. Take a 360 photo of every room in the house 
and take some of the outside as well, including the shed. Load these photos on to the card. It could be a handy 
record for insurance purposes. 
The Community Phone Tree.  To assist with communication during an emergency. 
The Red Cross are also available to help you prepare your Emergency Rediplan. If you would like some help with 
getting your plan ready, please contact Divisional Operations Officer, Jennet Young on 0437 850 669 or email: 
billjennet@bigpond.com 
The Buchan LIMP Booklet, the EGSC USB card and information about the Community Phone Tree are all available at 
the Buchan Neighbourhood House. 
The EGSC is conducting a follow up meeting from the Timbarra fires debrief on Tuesday 24th September at 1pm at 
the Buchan Neighbourhood House. All welcome.      
         Contributor: Evelyn Schmidt Buchan Neighbourhood House 

http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/emergencies/pets-in-emergencies


Buchan Flower and Art ‘n’ Craft Show Photography 
Competition and Display 

 
Melbourne Cup Weekend.  Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd 

November 2019. 
Saturday 12 noon to 5pm.  (Photography opens at 10am) 

Sunday 10am to 4pm 
 

Another great show is planned for this year so start getting 
your entries ready by grabbing a program at the 
Roadhouse, General Store or Neighbourhood House.   
 
And to help you with your entries this year come along to 
the Information session being held this Saturday 14th 
September starting at 2pm at the Neighbourhood House. 
You can bring along your entry for critique including your 
floral art piece. You may have a potted plant, hanging 
basket or dried arrangement ready or even an idea that you 
may want to discuss. 

The Gippsland Women’s Health Newsletter is available to read at the 
Neighbourhood House.  The current issue features the optimism and passion of each 
of the women who have gifted their time, love and insights to create a warming and 
inspiring edition. Kirli Saunders comments that, “Words are an ancient form of 
communicating and in their essence, they are about unity and inclusion.” This 
newsletter is about both. It is also about breaking down the stigma of feminism and 
women’s health; creating safe spaces for Gippsland women to celebrate, embrace 
and inspire; and bringing attention to the beauty of being a woman. This newsletter 
profiles the leadership of young women and the desperate urgency they feel for 
action—action that will give them a future on this planet. These young women need 
the action of all women— the voices of all women—to be strong, loud and clear so 
that spring will be the moment of change and the celebration and rebirth of life she 
has always been. Friday September 20 2019—the Global School Strike for Climate. 
Let your “Words ring out again and again”! 

Fire restrictions declared for East Gippsland 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CFA and Forest Fire Management Victoria are introducing 
fire restrictions for East Gippsland Shire, starting at 1.00 
am on Monday 23 September 2019 and continuing until 1 
May 2020 unless stated otherwise. 
CFA’s Assistant Chief Officer South East, Trevor Owen and 
FFMVic Deputy Chief Officer, Beth Roberts said that 
restrictions are being enforced early again in East Gippsland 
to minimise the risk of grass and bushfires being started by 
private burn-offs or escaped campfires in the current dry 
conditions. 
 “The seasonal bushfire outlook for this year has focused on 
East Gippsland as the driest part of the state, with three 
years of lower than normal rainfall and drought conditions 
across much of the region,” Mr Owen said. “Our forest fuels 
are tinder-dry and it wouldn’t take much of a spark from a 
burn-off or an unattended campfire to start a bushfire. CFA 
and FFMVic crews had a huge season last summer and we 
want to minimise the risk of another, or worse this summer.” 
 Dr Roberts said both fire services are well-prepared to 
respond to the threat of bushfire with additional fire fighters, 
new equipment and infrastructure, and an expanded aircraft 
fleet. 
 “The community needs to be fire ready early too – especially 
those living in high risk areas. Fire restrictions are in place for 
a reason – to help prevent fires from starting,” she said. 
 “It’s critical that residents understand and comply with 
these fire restrictions to help to prevent bushfires like the 
ones we saw earlier this year.” 
 The chiefs urged residents to make preparation for fire a 
habit, so they are not caught unprepared when bushfires 
strike. 
 “Prepare your property, prepare yourself and prepare your 
family for fire. Have a fire plan in place and most 
importantly, practise it,” Mr Owen said. 
 To find out more about getting ready for the fire season 
visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call 1800 226 226.  

http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/


BUCHAN COMMUNITY GARDEN’S NEW VEGEPODS 

Thanks to Vicforests for their grant to build some wicking 

beds at the community garden. Watering the garden 

regularly posed a problem at the garden, but with a 

wicking bed the water sits in the bottom in a well and is 

not susceptible to evaporation.  This method of 

gardening reduces the need to water and is great for 

those who are on tank water.   

Judi Sykes visited the garden show in Melbourne late last 

year and saw these Vegepods.  They are easy to assemble 

and together with the legs (you can buy them with or 

without) they sit at a good height and width for easy 

gardening.  The plants are watered with a drip watering 

system located in the cover.  We have purchased one 

small and one large pod.  Judi and Cassie Mathers have 

been working at the garden, and September is the time 

to prepare for a great vegie garden.  

The Community Garden is situated behind the Uniting Church.  Anyone interested in joining in or looking for a plot, 

please contact the Buchan Neighbourhood House.  Come in and have a look at the new pods. 

We are currently planning a wicker bed workshop to be held at the Garden with the Organic Agriculture 

Association. Watch this space!  Thanks to Jack Free and Judi Sykes for putting the assembling the pods . 

Planned Burns Notification System Upgrade 
Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) and Country Fire Authority (CFA) have announced that the online system Planned 
Burns Victoria has recently been upgraded and refreshed with a new look and feel and better functionality for subscribers. The 
purpose of the system remains the same – to tell you where and when FFMVic and CFA are proposing to undertake planned 
burns in Victoria so that you can better plan for your health and your day.  
What do I need to do? 
Take a look at the new system and subscribe to your local area so that you can 
receive information about upcoming burns in your area. via mobile or email. You 
can access the system at:   https://plannedburns.ffm.vic.gov.au/ 
 
Planned Burns in the Buchan South -Wulgulmerang area are: 
Gelantipy Road 
Bald Hills Reserve 
Moons Road and 
Holloways Rd Reserve 
 
Maps and information about these burns are available from the Neighbourhood 
House. 

https://plannedburns.ffm.vic.gov.au/


East Gippsland Shire 
Outreach Services 

 
Library Books can be reserved, collected or returned  

at the Neighbourhood House.   
Mobile Library Bus days are held fortnightly on a Tuesday. 

 

The next service for 2019 will be: 
  

Tuesday 24th September 
Tuesday 8th October 

 

Buchan (near school) 9.15 am – 10.00 am  
W Tree (near SIBA Retreat Centre) 10.45 am – 11.30 am  
(Neighbourhood House & kinder) 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm  

 

2019 Library schedules, Council minutes and  
planning permits are also available upon request  

at the Neighbourhood House 

 

 

 

BUCHAN UNITING CHURCH 

90 Main Street, Buchan 

(North side of Buchan River) 

Open every Saturday from 9am to 3.30pm 

(or by appointment) 

For more information please contact  

Tony   0428 352 019 

M A S S A G E 
Tuesday 17th September 

Tuesday 15th October 
From 10.00am 

Late appointment by advanced booking 
 

MASSAGE and NATURAL HEALTH CARE  

at the  
Buchan Neighbourhood House 

 including: 
 

Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports  
Therapies,   Remedial Massage Therapy,  
Pre and Post Natal and baby Massage.   

Available for adults and children of all ages. 

$60 one hour session  
For further information and  bookings contact the Buchan  

Neighbourhood House or Sharon Dent by email at  
 silvaaust@gmail.com or call 0468387524 

 

 

Buchan Neighbourhood House 

Annual General Meeting 

Monday 7th October 2019 

2.00pm 

New Members Welcome 

Presentation of the Annual Report and  

election of office bearers 

 


