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Real Estate Agent Bruce Ellett from Bret Ward has viewed the church and will be 
providing us with what he considers the building and land to be worth should it 
be sold.  This will give us further information to present to the Uniting Church 
Synod who will be meeting in August to continue discussions on the outcome of 
the Jane Davidson Memorial Church. 
 
The development of the church would be an exciting addition to our towns tour-
ism and provide the opportunity to protect our history.  An article on the front 
page of the Bairnsdale Advertiser on Friday 24th June, 2016 “Community group 
plans church buy”  talks about the East Gippsland Family History Group currently investigating a 35 to 50 year lease of the St Andrews 
Church in main street Bairnsdale.  This group hopes to fundraise for the project and mentions the importance of having accessible his-
torical records and  “...catering to the ever growing family research tourism market.” 
 
Having the church as a community building for records storage and family history may be an opportunity not to be missed with Bruce 
Ellet also commenting on how well the building has been built and offering some assistance with possible private support and sponsor-
ship of this project. 
 
We need people  to get involved and assist.  If we don't get some volunteers on board the project may not be able to go ahead so 
please give us a call at the Buchan Neighbourhood House or contact Leona Lavell on 51559395 

Buchan Football Netball Club 

Last two games for the season 
23/07/16 (Sat) 14:00 Omeo    Omeo-Benambra Football Netball club    
30/07/16 (Sat) 14:00 Buchan     Bruthen Football Club  

Senior Football        Junior Football 

 

 

Some great photos 

by Sarah Joiner from 

Facebook  

 

 

First mention of Buchan found in Newspapers. 
1854 17 November Melbourne Argus 
 
Gold has been discovered at Buchan and Dargo, and I believe at the Nicholson, and Glenmaggie ; but not yet in sufficient quantities 
to repay the diggers.  
We traversed a portion of the country on the Buchan River.  
It is undulating and hilly; and the hills are clothed with the richest verdure to the very top.  
It is all limestone, and the valley of the river presents some of the most beautiful scenery I have ever looked upon; the whole of it 
appears to be cavernous.  
Some of the caves, I am told, are very beautiful, but have not been as yet explored to any extent.  
In passing over parts covered with the most luxuriant grass, openings are to be observed, down which if a stone is rolled its re-
echoes can be heard for hundreds of feet.  
We visited some of the caves, but were unable to bring anything away, excepting a few small stalactites, &c., as we had no means of 
carrying them.  
A part of the country to the north of the Buchan road presents strong indications of being auriferous.  
Gold has been found in small quantities, but not sufficient to induce parties to remain." 
via Trove – Australian National Library 
 
Contributor: Kim Van Dyk 

The Buchan Phoenix would like to acknowledge the Gunai/Kurnai 

People, the Traditional Owners of the land on which we gather, and 

pay our respects to their Elders both past and present. 

The Buchan Phoenix Sub Committee and the Buchan Neighbourhood House do not take responsibility for opinions expressed by 

contributors to the Buchan Phoenix.  The Editors reserve the right to  reject  articles  and advertisements and to edit submissions if 

necessary.  All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and phone number.  They may be published anonymously 

if preferred. 

What's inside this issue 

 Neighbourhood House News 
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 Church Services 
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 Historical information 

 Celebrations and Events 
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 Buchan Community Plan info 

 Miles and Simone at the Buchan Hall 

 Church Services 

 Sandra's Fudge Recipe 

 News from the Gelantipy Hall 

 Mountain Cattlemen’s Annual Get Together 

 Car Boot Sale 

 Mobile Library Dates and venues 

Rising from the ashes… 

A communication for the community by the community. 

July 2016  Issue 2 

The newsletter will be delivered to every household in the District and also be 
available online at buchan.vic.au.   
 
If you are not receiving the newsletter please contact us and we will ensure 
that a copy is mailed to your address. 
 
Dates for submissions will be advertised in each edition and we welcome your 
contributions.   
 
Submissions closing date for August will be Monday 7th 
 
Submissions can be sent to buchanbnh@bigpond.com or drop them into the 
Neighbourhood House.   
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East Gippsland Shire Council 

Outreach Services News 

Library Books can be reserved, collected or returned at the 
Neighbourhood House.  Library Days are held fortnightly on 
Thursdays.  Next visit August 4th and 18th. 

The Revised Council Plan 2013—17 and the An-

nual Budget is available for viewing at the 

Neighbourhood House. 

Church Services 
Catholic Church 
St Dymphna’s 
Woodgates Road, Buchan 
Meets 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month    
For service details contact Mary Wheeler                51559330 
Uniting Church 
The Andrew Davidson Memorial  Uniting Church 
Main Street, Buchan  
Services are every second month at St Marys Anglican 
church, Main Street, Buchan    
For service details contact Leona Lavell                 51 559 395 
Anglican Church 
St Marys 
Main Street, Buchan 
Meets every 3rd Sunday every second month.  Next service 
July and then August 
For service details contact Rhonda Coates           51 559 373 

INTRODUCING  WILLIAM BRECKON MACKIESON, 
who enlisted for both the Great Wars. 
This framed photograph is a part of a new project at the Av-
enue of Honour for Remembrance Day. To complete the aim 
of having all the soldiers 
represented with their pho-
tographs, WE NEED YOUR 
HELP.    SIX MORE PHOTO-
GRAPHS ARE NEEDED! 
They are:-   
Albert William NEAL,  
Harry Edwin McKIE,  
Victor Reginald McKIE, Hor-
ace KEELEY,  
Herbert JOHNSON and Harry 
MARKUS. 
IF YOU HAVE OLD PHOTOS, 
OR KNOW WHO MIGHT 
HAVE THEM, PLEASE CALL 
ZILLAH ON 51559524 or 

send a copy to zillahhoughton@yahoo.com.au 
Thanks in advance. 

Gelantipy Hall Committee news. 
At the Tri Annual meeting of the Committee at the end of August last year, 
Gordon Moon resigned as President after many years of service. This was a 
move that he had been muttering about for some years, but this time there 
was no talking him out of it. 
 Gordon has remained on the Committee, which pleases me very much. He 
did an excellent job as President, with a firm, but measured approach al-
ways, whilst also being open to new ideas. It was Gordon who suggested 
we revive the Spring Time Ball, and many people will remember how great 
they were. Unfortunately the last one was so under supported that we had 
to drop that activity. 
I have always felt that both Gordon and his brother Peter have an almost 
innate sense of public responsibility which has seen them do far more than 
their share of both Committee and hands on work in their community. 
I have taken over as President because absolutely no one else was willing 
to. I am rather proud of being the first ever woman in this role. 
Our long serving Treasurer, Deb Schmetzer, has also agreed to take over my 
old job as Secretary. We are very grateful for her willingness to do both 
jobs.  
I am delighted that Nigel Hodge is still with us after several years of service. 
He of course brightens proceedings at our infrequent meetings. 
We are also really pleased to welcome Paul Sykes and Lauren and Linton 
Hill, all of whom have been keeping the grass around the Hall slashed for 
years. 
And missing was Barry Keat – an active part of our group in every way for 
an extremely long time. 
We are very, very keen to make more use of the Hall, and any ideas/
suggestions are really welcome. Lauren, with the usual support of the rest 
of the extended Sykes family, held a very successful Christmas Tree last 
December, and I hope that will be a regular event. Lets all think of some 
more things to do there Gelantipy and beyond residents. 
 
Contributor: Deborah Woodburn. 



Focus Group meetings have been held throughout July and we have started to get some great feed-
back and suggestions and are also starting to see some trends in items and interests for our next plan. 
 
Here is some of the information gathered so far… 

 Free designated RV Camping area along the Buchan River and the installation of a dump site at the 
Buchan Recreation Reserve and post on wikicamps. 

 Solar Lighting for Swing Bridge.   

 Family Cycling track along the river from The Bluff to the Swing Bridge that continues through the 
John Flynn Reserve to the main street. 

 Signage to promote the John Flynn Reserve in the main street including information about access 
to the swing bridge, picnic table and river.  

  Sign needed to direct people to the Wulgulmerang Recreation ground as people miss it and head 
to McKillops bridge sometimes with horse floats.  Old signs need cleaning or replacing  

 The River bank needs to be cleaned up.  In partnership with Catchment Management, EGSC and 
Landcare.  Provide better access for fishing, walking, picnics and swimming. 

 Building of the second Swing bridge in conjunction with Parks Victoria and Catchment Manage-
ment 

 Uniting Church looking to do an exhibition over summer period and Buchan Arts Council and Living Library researching the use of the 
church for Family History considered to be a growing tourism area. 

 Sealing of the Barry Way 

 Investigate a central sewerage system in the township.  We could get some information on the installation of sewage at Cann River. 

 More Festivals, music and concerts and possibly regular events at the Caves Hotel.  

 Run an Australia Day event in January 

 Skate Park at the Playground in the main street 

 That we look at the possibility of having a town secretary or treasurer who is paid to assist all clubs with their governance require-
ments as our volunteers are getting older and we don't seem to be attracting any younger people to committees. 

 Would be good to start a tennis night again 

 Toilet facilities at the Buchan Cemetery 
 
Buchan Caves Reserve 
The Buchan Caves Reserve is now managed together with the Gunaikurnai Traditional Owner Land Management Board.  They are cur-
rently in talks to complete an MOU to look at the future development and planning at the reserve.  Some of the possible projects that 
have been identified to date have had backing in principle.  The Wilderness Retreats have been changed and now include bunk beds and 
are looking at attracting group bookings i.e. schools instead of providing double bed accommodation.  Until the MOU is completed they 
are currently unable to look at any strategic planning at the reserve. 
 
Buchan Recreation Pavilion  
Playground at the Buchan Recreation Reserve. Kinder equipment donated but could not be used. 
Need to level the cricket pitch (OHS issue cost approx. $4000.  Grant required) 
Probably need a new water pump 
Dump point for RV’s 
 
Rodeo Ground 
More activities with Bairnsdale Team Penning also using the facility 
Would be good to have an undercover area for when it rains 
 
Gelantipy Tip 
This facility is locked and not everyone has a key as it does not having any staff that are operating the tip.  Residents were told that 
when it was turned into a transfer station that it would be at no extra cost to residents but not they are paying an extra annual fee 
through their rates.  ($300?) 
 
Community planning Partners Identified to date: 
East Gippsland Catchment Management 
EGSC 
Vicroads 
Gunaikurnai 
GippSport 
Information gathered from these meetings will be presented in our 2017-2021 action plans.  These will be made available on the Buchan 
community website and available at the Neighbourhood House and Bush nursing services.   Further community consultations will be 
held to determine our priority areas and to identify the agencies involved and what projects can realistically be achieved in our next 5 
year plan. 
 
We welcome any feedback from any groups or individuals who would like to contribute to the Community Plan, particularly if any 
groups or organisations were unable to attend the focus group meetings. 

Neighbourhood House News 
ph. and fax. 51559 216 
email: buchan-
bnh@bigpond.com.au 
Join us on Facebook 

Open Monday to Thursday  

9am to 4.30 pm 

Tech Help Sessions by appointment 

Bring along your own device for one on one assistance. 

Support is limited to the use of devices, applications and browsers but 

does not cover problems relating to security, repairs or purchase recom-

mendations.  We will do the best we can to assist you with your enquiry. 

Book your appointment by phoning or in person at the Neighbourhood 

House  for these free sessions. 

 

 
 
 

We have received some IT instruction manuals from Broadband for Seniors - 
Staying Connected that are available at the Neighbourhood House.   
1. Getting Started.  Knowing some information about your device and 

some words to understand. 
2. Using a Windows Computer. 
3. Operating an Android Tablet. 
4. Operating an Apple iPad 
If you would like a manual call into the centre and pick one up. 

Buchan Community Garden 
Every Friday from 11 am 
@ the Uniting Church 
A great way to garden, share your ideas and get 
together. 
Eat fresh home grown organic produce. 
ALL WELCOME 
Produce is shared with participants and the excess 
is then sold to support the Garden. 
 

A community garden is a place where people come 
together to grow fresh food, learn and relax. 
Raised garden beds available for easier growing. 
Come and see us about renting a site. 

The Buchan Craft Group meets  every 

Wednesday from 10am to 4 pm.  A great 

space to put together your quilts and share 

ideas.  All Welcome. $3 per session. 

mailto:buchanbnh@bigpond.com
mailto:buchanbnh@bigpond.com


13-15 January 2017 

The 2017 Get Together will be held on private land on the 

Buchan River. Three days of entertainment celebrating the 

very best of Cattlemen’s culture and heritage will be show-

cased. 

Try or watch the hay stacking, dog high jump, tug of war, 

poetry competition or whipcracking. Everyone is encouraged 

to join in. Watch the famous Cattlemen’s Cup, the Buck Out 

and the Heritage Parade. Be entertained by great bands . 

Don't miss the intriguing panel discussions on aspects of 

High Country culture and history. There is something for eve-

ryone. 

Entertainment:  Expect excellent entertainment at the 2017 

Get Together. 

The Don Kneebone Mountain Heritage Awards:  Dennis 

Carstairs is again co-ordinating the poetry competition for 

the MCAV. Please download the brochure for further infor-

mation on the categories for the competition from their 

website. 

Photography: There are two sections in the photo competi-

tion, Junior Under 18 years of age and Open to all Photogra-

phers. 

Kids Fun: Kids have the most fun at the Get Together. There is an activities tent during the day with face painting and lots 

of fun and games which in the evening becomes a kids disco. 

Tickets:  Buchan 2017 Get Together tickets can be purchased online at a discounted rate from 1st. June 2016. Remember, 

only adults need buy a ticket as kids 17YO and under are free. The ticket price includes camping and entertainment for 

three days. Tickets available from 1st June 2016.  Camping, hot showers and water etc. will be included in your ticket 

price. There will be a bar and many food outlets to satisfy any taste. Tickets $90 for the three days.  Now that’s a bargain.  

https://www.trybooking.com/200070. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Much loved local rascal Dick Baxter  
Celebrated his 82nd birthday on Saturday 9th July with a 
group of close friends and family at his home Buchan 
Lodge.  Dick once again demonstrated that the con-
sumption of red wine in good company is extremely 
beneficial to ones general health and happiness.  Well 
done Dick.  P.S. We love you. 
Contributor: Deborah Woodburn 

Sandra’s Fudge 

500 g milk chocolate or chocolate buttons (equivalent 2 small packets) 
1 tin condensed milk 
2 minutes in the microwave 
Beat until combined 
Put in a low pan lined with baking paper which protrudes over the ends like handles.   
Grease the paper with softened butter.  Chill 
With a ruler mark equal strips cross wise and length wise. 
Take out in the strips.  Cut each piece diagonally. 
Guaranteed to disappear instantly if not guarded.  Great for a “Bring a Plate” especially if gar-
nished with strawberry halves. 
Contributor: Leona Lavell 

RACV has been undertaking research regarding the experience of older drivers as they transition away from driving under the broad head-

ing of Mobility Beyond Driving. In order to help older non-drivers, this research aims to develop a greater understanding of the knowledge, 

beliefs and perceptions about issues older non-drivers face, determine current strategies employed to cope with the non-driver experience 

and identify ways RACV may assist older non-drivers to stay mobile to meet their daily and social needs. A high number of those inter-

viewed for this research indicated they would like more information about the services available to them.  

While we are aware of the role some local governments and transport operators play in the provision and facilitation of community 

transport services in Victoria we would like to understand this in more detail and would value the views of those who use these services to 

understand how they can be better supported and in turn how older Victorians could be better supported in staying connected and en-

gaged with their communities. 

To assist in this process we would like to hear about the experiences of those using community transport via the following survey. Re-

sponses will help us build a picture of the services that exist, help identify who is missing out and where people are finding it difficult to get 

around. 

The following link will take you to the survey and we would be grateful if you could distribute this survey to your networks. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RACVU 

If you would like any additional information about the project please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Kathryn Bates 

Senior Public Transport & Mobility Officer 

Royal Automobile Club of Victoria (RACV) Limited 

Public Policy Department  

Level 1, 550 Princes Highway  

Noble Park North Victoria 3174 Australia  

Telephone: 03 9790 2864 

Facsimile: 03 9790 2629 

Time Travellers 
Recently one Monday morning on talk 
back radio, historians were likened to 
Time Travellers, who put aside the present 
and travel back in time, immersing them-
selves in the lives of those in days gone by, 
searching for truths and tales of events 
recalling old stories and styles of living. 
There is no correct time or age to take up 
your pens or sit with your lap top, the pre-
sent is the time to label the photos, docu-

ment the old possessions, locate the ledgers and diaries and memorabilia and 
to tell the stories of your child hood adventures to those youthful ones who are 
interested in Time Travel. 
It is one of the greatest gifts of all.  Begin today. 
Take care till next time Leona Lavell. 



M A S S A G E 

Tuesday 26th July 2016 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE THERAPIST Sharon Dent will be offering a range of massage 

services from the Buchan Neighbourhood House including 

Relaxation, Aromatherapy, Sports Therapies,   Remedial Massage Therapy, Pre 

and Post Natal and baby Massage.  Available for adults and children of all ages 

$60 one hour session  

For further information and bookings Contact the Buchan Neighbourhood House 

or Sharon Dent on  

silvaaust@gmail.com  or 0468387524 

Adult Colouring In…Meet Up 
First Sunday of each month.  
Next session 7th August 2016                     
10am to 1pm at the Neighbourhood House 
Come along to the Neighbourhood House and set aside some me 

time.  Colouring is more fun when you do it in the company of 

friends!  Get creative and colour up a storm (recommended for ages 12 and up) Colouring-

in can aid mindfulness and the relief of  anxiety.  We can provide colouring pages and some 

colouring tools including textas and pencils or you can bring your own.  Bring snacks and/or 

lunch to the session and enjoy the atmosphere to get creative! 

Over the years we have collected a huge number of 

craft books on all different types of  topics including 

quilting, crochet, knitting, patchwork, lead lighting, 

paper crafts,  paper quilling, beading, doll making, 

embroidery, weaving and much much more. 

So if you need a book on arts and crafts or interest-

ed in starting a new craft come and see us and take 

a look at our collection.  All books can be borrowed 

from the Neighbourhood House 

Camouflage by Banjo Paterson   

Wednesday 6th July Floods. 

The water rose quickly with the ground already  wet from previous rain.  Water  seeped down the hill  in the main street causing 

floods in private property and at the General Store.  The SES were contacted and the Buchan CFA called out  and sandbags were 

filled along the bank at the Butter Factory and Lenny and Sabina’s.  With the RAAF once again in town during a flood also assisted 

with the sandbagging.  The Nissen Hut  was once again flooded  and will require  cleaning out and the Rec Pavilion suffered structur-

al damage.   Great job to all those involved including Rhonda Coates, Kevin Cordery, Greg King and the East Gippsland Shire in the 

rapid repair of the Rec Pavilion which was up and running by the following Thursday evening. 

The Buchan Neighbourhood house has contacted East Gippsland Catchment Management to discuss the ever increasing flooding of 

the Buchan River and the damage created and will also be contacting East Gippsland Shire Council to discuss flood mitigation for the 

future in the region and inviting affected and interested members of the community to participate.    

Photos: Facebook. 



Miles and Simone 

We had a great night at the hall on Sunday 10th July with the heart breaker duo Miles and Simone.  The harmonies between these 
two were fantastic with Miles enchanting deep voice and Simone’s operatic sweetness they perform in a mist of intrigue.  
Their style creates more emphasis on the words and telling the stories and oh the stories are of heartbreak. 
A few covers and some uplifting tunes would have added to the evenings entertainment but it was an enjoyable night of live music in 
Buchan. 
Thanks to the East Gippsland Shire Council and the Forge Theatre.  And thank you to Ben who did all the staging, lighting and sound 
for the show.  Due to this success and the great support another show will be coming to Buchan as part of the Forge Theatres Wheel 
and Spokes program on Saturday 3 June 2017 for a performance of ‘This KIDD can sing’  
Q: What do you get when you play country music backwards? 
A: You get your wife back, your trailer back, your dog back, and your job back! 

The 2016 Flower & Arts n Crafts Show  
Photography Competition and Display 

Melbourne Cup Weekend 
Special new section this year for all ages.  Colour-
ing in.  With the popularity of colouring in books, 
cards and posters entries are invited for this new 
section. 
We also have a copy of Botanica’s Roses at the 
Neighbourhood House if anyone 
would like to identify their roses 
or just have a read. 
 
Feeding Roses: Rose should be 
fed 3 or 4 times a year or as 
each flush of blooming has fin-
ished.  Be sure the fertilizer is a 
good all round one with plenty 
of potash in it.  Potash is essential for good bloom 
and healthy plants.  If you buy one of the special 
rose foods follow the instructions on the pack and 
frequent doses of something like Charlie Carp or 
Seasol is also beneficial. 
 
School Holidays Craft Day 
Wednesday 28th September 
10am to 2pm 
$5 per person 
Including lunch and materials. 
Lunch: Sausage rolls, sandwiches and fruit. 
Bookings Essential 
 

POKEMONS IN BUCHAN! 

We have some great info available at the Neighbourhood House for preparing for a car boot sale including a handy hints sheet that takes 

you through your preparation suggesting things to do at 5 weeks, 4 weeks, 3 weeks,  1 –2 weeks and finally 1 –2 days before sale day.   

Here is one tip to start doing now.  Start searching the house for unwanted items.  Start to create To Sell and To Give Away boxes.  Free 

items can get people to linger longer at your stall.  Ask your friends and family to also fill boxes for your stall.  Make sure your merchan-

dise is clean and not broken.    Don’t sell your items too high.  People go to these sales looking for a bargain and that way you're sure to 

not go home with too much stuff.  Be prepared to haggle and Have Fun. 

Melbourne Cup Weekend together with the Buchan Art and Craft, Flower and Photography Show.  

Saturday 29th October 2016 

At the Buchan Butter Factory, Main Street, Buchan. 
Commencing at 8am for sellers and 9am for buyers 

Finishing at 3pm 

We have room for sellers of  
pre loved goods  
Produce 
Bric-a-Brac 
Fruit and Vegetables 
Cakes 
Plants 
Art and Craft Displays 
Toys 
Clothes 
Household Goods and more. 

 

Community Groups welcome to have a stall for 

fund raising opportunities. 

It is essential to book so that everyone has a fair go.  Car boot spaces are 1st in best dressed 

Approved stallholders must have their own table and own shelter for the day and there is no power available. 

Cost $6 Per Site or Car ($5 for early bird bookings with payment before October 4th, 2016)  Registration is not 

accepted without payment.  Proceeds will cover the cost of the site rental and project costs.  Registrations 

Close on Monday 17th October 

Contact us at the Neighbourhood House on 51 559 216 or buchanbnh@bigpond.comfor further information and 

to complete the registration form to book a space. 

We are also looking for some help with the event and on the day.   

This is a dry weather event only.  If it is wet it will be cancelled.  50% of the entry costs will be refunded. 

Someone's trash is someone else's treasure.  Recycle and re use. 

mailto:buchanbnh@bigpond.com

